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ARRANGING BAPTISM   

 

Baptism First (Spanish) and Last (English)  
Sundays each month.  Call Parish Center to           
arrange.  Before date is confirmed, parents must 
have/obtain:  

  Registration in SJB Parish: Family from    
another parish must obtain written permission 
from “home” parish for Baptism at SJB.  
 Certificate of Eligibility to Serve as Sponsor:  
Each Catholic Sponsor (1 required; 2 preferred) 
must obtain Certificate of Eligibility from 
“home” parish. Parishes generally do not issue 
certificates to persons not  already registered nor 
to persons who left the parish more than 6 
months previously.   
 Letter of Pastor for Christian Witness:  One 
baptized non-Catholic may serve as a Christian  
Witness and must present Letter of Good                       
Standing from current Christian pastor.  A                 
Catholic not eligible to Sponsor may not be 
Christian Witness.   

 
ARRANGING MARRIAGE   

 

Wedding Planning begins with engaged                 
couple’s meeting a parish priest here at least six 
(6) months before desired wedding date.  Please 
do not make financial commitments before                    
confirming church date/time. 
 

If a member of the couple were previously                 
married, a Declaration of Nullity (Annulment) of 
the prior marriage may be necessary.  Please          
contact parish priest for detailed information. 

 
 

Marriage Convalidation  Couples in a civil or 
non-Catholic religious union without our 
Church’s explicit permission are not in a valid 
Catholic marriage.  They cannot receive other 
sacraments or serve as Catholic Sponsors for 
Baptism and Confirmation.  This situation often 
is easily remedied by “convalidation”, a simple 
ceremony popularly called “getting a marriage 
blessed”.  Call Parish Center to arrange.   

 

Saint John Bosco  
Roman Catholic Church 

Parish Center Office 
215 E. County Line Road 

Hatboro, PA 19040 

Tel. (215) 672-7280       
  

Faith Formation Office (PREP)  Tel.  267-803-0774. 
   St. Vincent de Paul Society  Tel. 215-882-2707. 

Staff 
Rev. Gary J. Kramer, Pastor  

Rev. Gerald C. Ronan, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. James E. McVeigh, Weekend Assistant  

Deacon Daniel J. Rouse, Financial Administrator 
Mrs. Diane Falchetta, Secretary 

Loretta Ceniviva, Secretary   
Mrs. Christine Flack, Faith Formation Coordinator 

Mrs. Lisa Quaranto, Music Director  &                           
Youth Ministry Coordinator   

Mrs. Janet Shepherd, Bulletin Editor  
 

Office Hours  
Mass Cards/Mail/Messages/Documents/
Facility Keys are available only during open Of-
fice Hours:  

Tues. to Thurs.: 9 am to 12 noon; 1 to 4:30 pm;   
                            Eve. 6:30 to 8:00 pm by appt.  
Fri.: 9 am to 12 noon; 1 to 4 pm.  Eve. closed. 
Sat./Sun.: Closed.     

 

Schedule of Religious Services 

Sunday  Sat. Eve. Vigil Masses:  
                 4:00 pm (English); 7:00 pm (Spanish) 
                 Sun. Morning Masses: 7, 9, & 11 am  
Mon. to Fri.  Confession: 8:15-8:35 am.    
                           Holy Mass: 8:45 am. 
Saturday        Confession: 8:30-8:50 am.   
                   Rosary: 8:30 am; Holy Mass: 9:00 am  
                   Novena: After Mass to Our Lady of the   
                            Immaculate Conception.    
Confession: 3-3:30 pm; 6-6:30 pm. 

PLEASE BE MINDFUL! 
 When entering Church, please be 

mindful that many people are               
praying. If you wish to greet               

someone do so in quiet tones so as 
not to disturb another’s prayer time. 
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THE CATHOLIC CHARITIES APPEAL FOR 2017  
“GIVING HOPE TO ALL”  

 

The Catholic Church feeds more people, clothes more people, houses more people, and  
educates more people than any other organization in the world. And when the modern                
media and the secular culture have finished tearing down the Church as best they can, who 
will take our place? Who will feed the hungry and shelter the homeless? Who will educate 

those who have developmental, physical or emotional needs? Who will give skilled care for the elderly and infirm 
priests? Who will clothe the naked? Who will visit the lonely and imprisoned? Who will comfort the sick and  
dying? The impact we make in these areas is very substantial. Last year the appeal collected a little over 
$10,000,000. If we fail to answer the call that the Catholic Charities Appeal addresses, who will pick up the                
baton? Civil budgets are strained and being cut all around us. Without Catholic Charities, those who are being 
helped have an excellent chance of falling through the cracks and will be left to their own devices. As you can see, 
The Catholic Charities Appeal touches the lives of many and our generosity will be Giving Hope To All those in 
need. If not us then who? By now you should have received your personal pledge form and information pamphlet 
from the Archdiocese. If you did not and wish to make a pledge or contribution, there are pledge form/envelopes 
located in the Welcome Center in the Narthex and in the sacristy vestibule. Should you have any questions please 
contact the Appeal office at 215.587.3650 or visit www.catholiccharitiesappeal.org  

Sunday, May 7, 2017 

What Do Angels Look Like 
 

Like the little old lady who returned your wallet yesterday. 
Like the taxi driver who told you that 

your eyes light up the world, when you smile. 
Like the small child who showed you 

the wonder in simple things. 
Like the poor man who offered 

to share his lunch with you. 
Like the rich man who showed you it 

really is all possible, if only you believe. 
Like the stranger who just happened to come along 

when you had lost your way. 
Like the friend who touched your heart 

when you didn’t think you had one left to touch. 
 

Angels come in all sizes and shapes,  
all ages and skin types. 

Some with freckles, some with dimples,  
some with wrinkles, some without. 

They come disguised as friends, enemies, 
teachers, students, lovers and fools. 
They don’t take life too seriously,  

they travel light. 
They leave no forwarding address, 

they ask for nothing in return. 
They are hard to find when your eyes are closed, but when 

you choose to see, they are everywhere you look. 
So open your eyes and count all your Angels – for you are truly blessed. 

The Archdiocese of Philadelphia’s Catholic Charities Appeal (CCA) has partnered with the Philadelphia  
Phillies for the fifth consecutive year to host a night of FAMILY FUN AT CITIZENS BANK PARK. A portion 

of the proceeds from each ticket purchased through a dedicated link will go directly to CCA. Wed., June 14, at 
7:05 p.m. Philadelphia Phillies vs. Boston Red Sox Citizens Bank Park. 

  

To purchase tickets for the game and to support the Catholic Charities Appeal, please  
visit www.phillies.com/catholiccharitiesnight. If 500 tickets are sold, a CCA beneficiary will  

sing the National Anthem and throw out the first pitch of the game. Seating will be located in the  
Outfield (101-107) at $38 per ticket, Pavilion (201-205) at $30 per ticket and  

Pavilion Deck (301-305) at $20 per ticket.  



 

 

Phil Adamo, Jr.  
Patricia Ambrose 

Judy Baran 
William J. Brady 
Joseph Campbell 

Helen Cannon 
Brother Carmen Ciardullo 

Linda Cunningham 
Louise D’Agostino 

Ellen Dardis 
Lois Dudley 

Valeria Fetzer 
Florence Flavell 
Charlie Gaffney 
Rita Garafolo 
William Gaida 

Nancy Alexander Horner 
Lilly Ibbotson 

Bryce Ingraham 
Jayden Ingraham 
Matthew Istvan 

Tim Keebler 
Joseph Kraft 

Maris Kraft 
Gail Maines 

Lucas McCrea 
Marianne Obert-Thorn 

Michael Rizzo 
Fr. Gerald Ronan 

Rolene Rose 
Catherine Sarsfield 

Gail Schultz 
Sun Soon  

Felicia Soto 
Esteban Vera, Sr.  
Frank Waltrich 

Jim Wyatt 
 
 

 How we list:  
We list sick persons for 
one month at their own or 
family member’s request.  
To place/extend a listing, 
please call Parish Center. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK AND INFIRM  
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Please Pray for Our Faithful Departed 
 

Marie Jones 
 

Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May their souls and all the souls of the Faithful 
Departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. 
Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 

Please submit items for Bulletin Sun. issue dates (left)  
   by 12 noon on submission dates (right):  

  May    28…………………………..Mon., May     8 

  June     4…………………………...Mon., May   15 

  June    11…………………………..Mon., May   22 

  June    18…………………………..Tues., May   30    
  

Please send info./questions to Bulletin Editor at  
Parish Ctr.  Email Bulletined@saintjohnbosco.org. 

Adoration Chapel  
Mon.: after 8:45 am Mass to 7 pm.  

Tues. to Fri.: 8 am to 7 pm.   

Sat. Sun. Closed.   
The chapel is closed on weekends for      
security reasons.  Please do not try to  

enter the Church outside of these hours. 
Prayer Intention Candles (6) burn all week 
alongside Blessed Sacrament when Chapel is open. 
This week the candles represent these intentions:  
 
How We List: Just send your name with intention 
& offering to ADORATION CANDLE c/o Parish 
Center. Please name one Person, Couple (engaged or 
married), Family, Group per request. Candles are 
available for living or dec’d.  Offering: $ 15.  

ADORATION CHAPEL 
 

 The Chapel is available for quiet adoration in the 
presence of the Eucharist. Information on how you 
may access the Chapel are available in the Church  
Office (9:00 AM-4:00 PM Monday – Thursday). 
Please, DO NOT leave any items, Rosary, prayer 

cards, booklets, etc., in the Adoration Chapel.                 
Chapel Hours: Monday-Friday  

8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. For security concerns  
please DO NOT enter the chapel after hours. 

 
 

Sunday          Amount                Difference 
4/23/17          $10,618.00 
4/25/16              8,981.00             +   1,637.00 

Free Blood Pressure Screening at 
Saint John Bosco 5/20 and 5/21 be-
fore and after Mass in the Usher's 

Room.  No appointment necessary! Keep the Beat. 
Protect your life. Take charge of your health & have 

your blood pressure taken! 

   MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

5/8   MON.     8:45 AM  Helen Hark 
5/9   TUES.    8:45 AM  Rose Rossiter 
5/10 WED.     8:45 AM  Benjamin Gumpper, Sr.  
5/11 THURS. 8:45 AM Mr./Mrs. Joseph Antonucci 
5/12  FRI.       8:45 AM  James E. Gardner 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 13, 2017 
 9:00 AM  Lawrence Tobin     
             4:00 PM  Francis J. Kurdziel, Sr. 
 7:00 PM  Pro Populo (For the People) 
SUNDAY, MAY 14, 2017 
  7:00 AM  Mothers Honored by Mass  
                               Remembrance Donations 
 9:00 AM  Bobby Rolph 
           11:00 AM  Carmine Ciardullo Family 

Pre-Cana Classes. In preparation for the sacrament 
of Marriage, Pre-Cana classes are required for all  

couples. You must register in advance for this class. 
For registration and more information  
visit www.philamarriageprep.com . 



 

 

St. VINCENT de PAUL  
SJB’s Conference Volunteers help 
local persons and families with               
financial and food needs. Call Parish 
SVdP  Tel. 215-882-2707 to: Request                  

assistance, Volunteer, or donate.   
Food Pantry at SJB regularly needs replenishment of 
these items:  Rice, noodles, macaroni, cereal, pancake 
mix & syrup, soup, canned tuna and chicken,                       
condiments, catsup, mustard, mayonnaise, canned  
vegetables,  canned fruit. Personal items are especially 
needed such as: soap, toothpaste and mouthwash,        
deodorant, laundry detergent and liquid dish soap. 

SJB Adult Choir 
 

    Do you like to sing?  Maybe 
you would consider joining the 

SJB choir.  The choir practices in 
church on Thursday evenings  

starting at 7:30 PM.   
If you would like more information please contact     

Lisa at Lquaranto@saintjohnbosco.org  

BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 
Sundays ~ 12:15 – 1:30 pm 

SAINT JOHN BOSCO ROOM 
(back entrance of school)  

May 7   3) Our Feelings of Denial,  
                             Bargaining, and Guilt 
May 21  4) Coping with Anger & Depression 
        Helping Children through Grief 
June 4              5)  Spiritual Elements of Grief & 
   Healing 
                             The Values of Memories 
     

To Register:    call Bernice (215) 443-8439  
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Join us as we travel to the National Shrine of St. Katharine Drexel on Sat., May 13. Bus will leave SJB at 
9:15 AM, Returning around 3:30 PM. Cost $35.00 (includes bus, admission to Shrine and lunch). Limited seating 
on the bus. Please complete form below and drop along with your check in the collection basket or at the Parish 
Center.   YES, I will attend the Pilgrimage! 
 

Name: _____________________________________________ Phone: ________________________ 
 

Please make check payable to Saint John Bosco. Thank you 

The SVDP and SJB Youth Groups  
cordially invite you to their 

 

Pancake Breakfast 
  

after the 7 & 9am Masses on  
May 21, 2017 in Drexel Hall.  

Enjoy pancakes and sausage, juice and  
choice of coffee, tea or water.    

Free will offering.  
 

For further information please call  
Sandi Messina at 267-247-2525 
or Lisa Quaranto 215-672-7280 

The Metropolitan Tribunal & Marriage Annulments.  Divorce is a reality for all people, even for Roman Catholics. 
The Catholic Church respects the validity of all marriages, not just Catholic marriages. There are divorced persons who seek 
to remarry in the Catholic Church. In such cases, the Church will consider the divorced marriage to see if someone entered 

the marriage with an understanding, ability or intention contrary to the Church’s teaching on marriage. This process, called a                 
Declaration of Nullity, enables people to marry in the Catholic Church and enables Catholics to participate fully in the  

sacramental life of the Church. For more information or to initiate a case please call 215-587-3750. The Tribunal also accepts  
general questions regarding the annulment process and procedures at tribunal@adphila.org 

PRAYER FOR OUR TROOPS  
 

Lord, hold our troops in your loving 
hands. Protect them as they protect us. 
Bless them and their families for the 

selfless acts they perform for us in our time of 
need. We ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord 

and Savior. AMEN. 
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Capital Improvements Campaign 
(Yellow Envelopes) 

 

Beginning this year you might have noticed on your 
yellow envelopes “New Church Exterior Doors”.   

Our monthly Capital Improvements Collection will 
go for our new church doors.  The cost of the new 
doors is approximately $ 85,000.00 for twelve (12) of 
them.  So far we have saved $ 25,000.00 for this  
project.  This week the pastor is signing the contract 
for these doors in anticipation that the money will be 
raised.  Again, THANK YOU for your generosity on 
this project.   
 

Periodically we shall update you on the progress of 
reaching our goal of $ 85,000.00.   

5 Reasons to Stay Until the End of Mass 
1. COMMUNION IS ABOUT COMMUNING: When we receive communion, we receive Jesus himself. When 
we eat and run it is like visiting a friend and the moment he is able to sit down and be present to us we jump up 
and run out the door yelling, “It was so great to spend time with you, see you next week!” Communion is about 
communing with our Lord and Savior. In order to commune, we have to actually savor this special time with him 
and take a few moments to be with our Lord. 
 

2. IT’S NOT NICE TO BE RUDE: Before Mass in the convent, we have a half hour of silent meditation on the 
Gospel. Sometimes I am late. I walk quickly in with my head down, embarrassed that everyone can see that I slept 
in. Recently, I realized that my motivation to be on time should not be to avoid embarrassment but because I am 
going to see Jesus. Why are we often more concerned with other people’s reactions than we are with Jesus’? We 
think, I have to run because I have so much to do, so-and-so is waiting for me! But why is it easy for us to leave 
early and come late when it is the Creator of the Universe who is hoping to see us? 
 

3. MASS IS NOT AN ACTIVITY ON A TO-DO LIST: Often when I see people running out of Mass, it seems 
like they are checking off an activity on their to-do list and want to be done with it. The Christian life is not a to-
do list. It is an invitation to be in relationship with God. If we are going to Mass out of a sense of                           
responsibility, sure we may be avoiding mortal sin, but barely scraping by in the avoidance of mortal sin is not the 
calling of our spiritual life. We are called to much more. We are called to relationship, to holiness, to                          
transformation. 
 

4. THE FINAL BLESSING IS IMPORTANT: On the Day of Atonement, Zechariah, the father of John the 
Baptist, had the honor of going into the holy of holies on the day the angel told him that he and his wife would 
have a child. The people eagerly waited outside for him to give them a blessing after he offered incense. When 
Zechariah came out mute because he did not believe the angel’s message, the lack of a blessing amplifies the                
dishonor and the tragedy of losing his voice. I am sure the people went home very disappointed. Blessings are  
precious. When a priest, who by his ordination is configured to Christ, gives his final blessing, we are being 
blessed by God himself. If Jesus were standing ready to give us a blessing before we left Mass and went back out 
into the world, wouldn’t you wait for it? 
 

5. YOU GET MORE GRACE: According to the Catechism, “the fruits of the sacraments … depend on the dis-
position of the one who receives them” (CCC 1128). There is a power in the sacraments in and of themselves, but 
how much of that power seeps into our souls and plays out in our lives depends on our disposition. If we are rush-
ing out of church after communion, chances are our disposition is not such that we are reverentially aware of the 
amazing fact that we are consuming the body, blood, soul and divinity of God himself. It’s heavy stuff. And it de-
serves a disposition of great respect, if only because we all need all the grace we can get. 

Are your closets overflowing?  
 

Are you doing your spring housecleaning 
and cleaning out your unwanted items?  

 

If you  have items you would like to  
donate, SJB will gladly accept  

donations for the  

Fall Festival Attic  
Treasures booth.   

Boxes will be outside the gym              
starting Tuesday, August 1st. 

Reverend Tom Viviano was inducted into the Archbishop Wood High School 2017 Hall of Fame at a 
Special Ceremony on Friday, 4/21. Father Tom graduated from St. John Bosco School in 1995 and  
Archbishop Wood in 1999. He dedicated himself to a religious vocation and was ordained into the  

priesthood on 5/18/2013.  
Special congratulations to Father Tom and to all of the  

2017 Hall of Fame Inductees. 
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Archbishop Chaput’s Address at Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation Dinner 
 

For the past 43 years we’ve been living the consequences of Roe v Wade, the U.S. Supreme Court  
decision that effectively legalized abortion on demand.  And the abortion struggle of the past four dec-
ades teaches us a very useful lesson.  Evil talks a lot about “tolerance” when it’s weak.  When evil is 

strong, real tolerance gets kicked out the door.  This in turn explains a lot about our current cultural climate.  To 
put it simply:  Evil cannot bear the counter-witness of truth.  It cannot co-exist peacefully with goodness, because 
evil insists on being seen as right, and worshiped as being right.  Therefore, the good must be made to seem hate-
ful and wrong.  
The very existence of people who refuse to accept evil and who seek to act virtuously burns the conscience of 
those who don’t.  And so, quite logically, people like the people in this room, people who march and lobby and 
speak out to defend the unborn child will be – and are – reviled by political leaders and news media and abortion 
activists who turn the right to kill an unborn child into a shrine for personal choice.    
Seventy years ago, abortion was a crime against humanity.  Four decades ago, abortion supporters talked 
piously about the “tragedy” of abortion and the need to make it safe and rare.  But not today.  Not  
anymore.  Now abortion is not just a so-called “right,” but a right that claims positive dignity, the license to  
demonize its opponents and the precedence to interfere with constitutional guarantees of freedom of speech,             
assembly and religion.  We no longer tolerate abortion.  We celebrate it.  We venerate it as a totem. 
People sometimes ask me if we can be optimistic, those of us who are religious believers, about the future of our 
country.  My answer is always the same.  Optimism and pessimism are equally dangerous for the believer because 
both God and the devil are full of surprises.  But the virtue of hope is another matter.  We have every reason to 
hope.  Scripture tells us we must live in hope, and hope is a very different creature from optimism.  Hope is the 
grace to trust that God is who he claims to be, and that in serving him, we do something fertile and precious for 
the renewal of the world.  
Our lives matter not because of who we are.  They matter because of who God is.  His mercy, his justice, his 
love – these are the things that move the galaxies and reach into the womb to touch the unborn child with the 
grandeur of being human.  And we become more truly human ourselves by seeing the humanity in the poor, the 
weak, the elderly and the unborn child — and then fighting for it.  
Over the past 43 years, the prolife movement has been written off as defeated and finished too many times to 
count.  Yet here you are tonight again, disappointing your critics and refusing to die.  And why is that?  It’s       
because no court decision, no law and no political lobby can ever change the truth about when human life 
begins and the sanctity that God attaches to each and every human person, born or unborn.  
As I was gathering my thoughts for tonight, a line from Psalm 89 came back to me again and again: [Lord,] make 
us know the shortness of our life that we may gain wisdom of heart.  The time we have in this world is 
brief.  The choices we make have real substance – precisely because we come this way in life only once, and the 
world will be better or worse for our passing. 
So our presence here together tonight has a meaning much larger than a nice meal and a good conversation about 
shared values.  It’s an opportunity to remember that God put us here for a purpose.  He’s asking us turn our hearts 
to building the kind of world that embodies his love and honors the sanctity of the human children he created. 
So based on what I’ve seen in the American prolife experience over the past 43 years, I’d like to offer a few “dos” 
and “don’ts” for building a culture of life.  I’ll begin with the “don’ts.” 
First, don’t let yourselves be bullied into silence. 
Democracy depends on people of conviction carrying their beliefs into public debate — respectfully, legally and 
non-violently, but vigorously and without apology.  Real pluralism demands that people with different beliefs 
should pursue their beliefs energetically in the public square.  This is the only way a public debate can be honest 
and fruitful.  We should never apologize for being prolife, or for advancing our beliefs in private or in public. 
Second, don’t let divisions take root. 
St. Augustine said that we need to be united in the essentials, free in the debatables, and charitable in all things. 
Diverse prolife opinion is part of the movement’s richness. As a bishop, I’ve always been baffled by how much 
energy can be wasted on internal prolife bickering.  We can never allow our differences to become personal.   
Acrimony within the prolife movement is a gift to our opponents.  It’s also a form of theft from the unborn  
children who will suffer the consequences of our division. 
Third, don’t get trapped by politics — especially partisan politics. 
The more prolifers tie themselves to a single political party, the less they can speak to society at large.  In the 
United States, Catholics — both on the left and the right — have too often made the mistake of becoming                
cheerleaders for a specific candidate. 
Fourth, don’t create or accept false oppositions. 
 
Continued on page 7... 
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Continued from previous page... 
 

Dialectical thinking, and by that I mean the idea that most of our options involve “either/or” choices, is 
deeply misleading.  Back during the 2008 presidential election, we saw the emergence of so-called pro-
life voices that argued we should stop fighting the legal struggle over abortion.  Instead we should join 
with “pro-choice” supporters to seek “common ground.” 

Their argument was simple: Why fight a losing battle on the legal, cultural and moral fronts since – according to 
them — we haven’t yet made serious progress in ending legalized abortion?  Let’s drop the “divisive” political 
battle, they said, and instead let’s all work together to tackle the economic and health issues that might eventually 
reduce abortions. 
Of course, many of these voices turned out to be flacks for the Obama presidential campaign.  In reality, the 
Obama White House has been extraordinary for its refusal to compromise on anything involving so-called 
“reproductive rights,” and for its belligerent hostility to prolife and religious liberty concerns. 
But we need to look beyond the current White House to recent American history.  Did Americans take a gradual, 
social-improvement road to “reducing” racism?  No.  We passed the Civil Rights Act of 1964.   Nor have I ever 
heard anyone suggest that the best way to deal with murder, rape or domestic abuse is to improve people’s access 
to psychotherapy and job training.  We make sexual assault illegal — even though we know it will still sometimes 
tragically occur — because it’s gravely evil.  It’s an act of violence, and the law should proscribe it.  Of course, 
we also have a duty to improve the social conditions that can breed domestic and sexual violence.  But that 
doesn’t change the need for a law. 
Likewise, if we really believe that abortion is an intimate act of violence, then we can’t aim at anything less than 
ending abortion.  It doesn’t matter that some abortions have always occurred, and that some abortions will always 
occur.  If we really believe that abortion kills a developing, human life, then we can never be satisfied with 
mere “reductions” in the body count. 
Fifth and finally, don’t hate the adversary. 
People who support a so-called “right” to abortion are our opponents, but they’re never our “enemies.”  Abortion-
friendly lawmakers and organizations, and even people who despise us for what we believe, are not our enemies. 
They’re brothers and sisters. We need to trust in the long-term power of love — the true power of God – to  
convert the human heart even in the face of our own failures.  We can never allow ourselves to become  
bitter.  The great second century Church Father, Irenaeus of Lyon, warned early Christians that we’ve been sent 
like sheep into the midst of wolves. The moment we become wolves ourselves, we lose. 
OK, so much for the don’ts.  What about the “dos,” how should we proceed? 
Here’s the first and most important do.  It’s very simple: Do become martyrs. Be ready and willing to pay a price 
for your beliefs.  In today’s world, we may never be asked to shed our blood in witnessing for our faith. But we do 
see character assassinations, mud-slinging and lies against good people every day in the public media. And we 
should be ready to bear the cost.  Nothing, not even our good name, should stop us from doing what we know to 
be right. 
Here’s the second do.  Keep hope alive. 
Cultivating a spirit of joy is not an act of self-deception. It’s a way to acknowledge that God is on our side, and 
that human nature, created by God and despite the damage of original sin, is also on our side. Nothing is more  
inspiring than happy warriors.  I’ve never in my life seen a joy-filled pro-abortion event. And I’ve always found 
that instructive. 
Here’s the third do.  Be strategic. 
Being sheep in the midst of wolves doesn’t mean we can also be dumb as rocks.  Prolife organizations are always 
outspent by pro-abortion forces. Our efforts are dwarfed by their money.  We rarely have their access to friendly 
media, foundations and circles of power. But this can be a blessing disguised as a curse. It forces us to be creative, 
long-term thinkers and resourceful with our modest means. 
Being strategic means planning ahead, working together and outsmarting our adversaries.  To achieve these goals, 
we need a big dose of realism. We should never dream or whine about all the things we could do with the millions 
of dollars we don’t have.  We need to focus on the real dollars we do have. 
Two fishes and five loaves of bread, well invested – in other words, given to the Lord — fed a multitude.  History 
shows that guerrilla wars, if well planned and methodically carried out, can defeat great armies. And we should 
never forget that the greatest “guerrilla” leader of them all wasn’t Mao Zedong or Che Guevara, but a young  
shepherd named David, who became a king. 
Here’s the fourth and final do.  Remember that renewing the culture, not gaining power, is our ultimate goal. 
Culture is everything. Culture is our “human ecology.”  It’s the environment where we human beings breathe not 
only air, but ideas, beliefs and values.  Getting political power has its short-term value.  But it’s not what prolifers 
are finally about. Our real task, and our much longer-term and more important goal, is to carry out what the late  
Continued on page 8... 



 

 

SAVE THE DATE.  
The Cross and the Light is                   

coming to Saint John Bosco     
3/8, 3/9, and 3/10~ 2018!  

It’s not just a show.  
It is an intentional                             
encounter event. 

 
“This (production) is exactly what Saint John Paul II 

meant when he used the term the 'New  
Evangelization!...This is a bridge between where  

people are and where God wants them to be!"  
~Father Charles Fox, Archdiocese of Detroit Priest, 

TCTL Spiritual Director 
 
  

See future bulletins for more information! 
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 Month of May 
 5/7/17  Home Missions 
 5/14/17 Capital Improvement  
(New Exterior Doors for Church) 
5/28/17 Air Conditioning 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Month of June 
6/4/17  Capital Improvement  
(New Exterior Doors for Church) 
6/11/17 Father's Day Remembrance  
(env. can also be found in the vestibule) 
6/25/17 Peter's Pence 
 

SJB Spring Plant 
and Craft Sale  

 

will be held after all the 
Masses this weekend 

 5/6 and 5/7 under the tent 
out front of Church.  

 
 
 
 

 
 

We will be featuring hand-made items and may 
even have a surprise or two.  

Stop by and see what you can find.  
This is a great opportunity to shop  

for the perfect Mother’s Day gift, or to simply  
discover that unique treasure.  

 

 

Continued from page 7… 
 
Pope John Paul II called the “evangelization of culture.” 
We need to work to change the culture. And that demands a lifelong commitment to education, 
formation and, ultimately, conversion. Only genuinely holy persons really change the world. 
And therein lies our ultimate  victory: If we change one heart at a time, while we save one  
unborn life at a time, the day will come when we won’t need to worry about saving babies, because they’ll be  
surrounded by a loving and welcoming culture. 
Will I see that day with my own eyes?  I don’t think I can hold my breath that long. But then I never expected to 
see a Pope from Argentina or the fall of the Iron Curtain either.  We may not see that day in our own lifetimes, but 
the children of your grandchildren will.  The future depends on our choices and actions right here, right now,  
tonight — together. 
I want to end with one final thought.  I spent nine happy years of my life as a young bishop in Rapid City, South 
Dakota.  The reason for that happiness was the people I served.  Dakotans have a sanity that comes from their 
closeness to a very beautiful but also a very hard land.  In the Dakotas, if you behave like a fool in the way you 
mistreat the land, or ignore the weather, or abuse the environment – well, very soon you’re a dead fool.  So  
Dakotans get character or they get gone, pretty quickly. 
Pennsylvania is a long way from South Dakota.  It has its own beauties and its own problems.  But the human  
realities are very much the same.  Pennsylvanians can be a skeptical breed.  The cultural, legal and political terrain 
here can be very rough.  It takes people of exceptional character, people with the courage to fight the good fight at 
great personal cost, to endure and achieve anything good. 
A lot of those good people are in this room tonight.  Your character, your faith and your dedication to the sanctity 
of the human person matter.  They matter not just now; and not just here in our Commonwealth; and not just for 
the thousands of people your work influences without even knowing their names.  Your commitment to human 
life matters eternally, because some lives will be lived only because your voice at the decisive moment for a 
young mother made them possible.   
So no matter how tired you get, no matter how hard the work becomes, no matter who praises you or who  
condemns you, the only thing that finally matters is this:  God is good; he never abandons his people; and be-
cause of his love, and because of the witness of people like you in the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation, the 
future is ours.  And the best is yet to come. 
So may God bless the Pennsylvania Pro-Life Federation, and send it the supporters and resources and generous 
donors it needs, because we’ve never needed its witness and its service to human dignity more than we do today. 



 

 

  Date       Day      Time/Place                 Details      

 

May 13 Saturday 4PM Mass English      
7PM Mass Spanish     
Church 

Blessing of statue of Our Lady of               
Fatima at Mass followed by                     
veneration, rosary, & required prayers 
for indulgence. 

 

June 13 Tuesday 6:30 PM English 
7:00 PM Spanish 
Adoration Chapel 

Rosary and required prayers for  
indulgence. 

 

July 13 Thursday 6:30 PM English 
7:00 PM Spanish 
Adoration Chapel 

Rosary and required prayers for  
indulgence. 

 

Aug  
13 
 
Aug  
12 

Sunday 
 
Saturday 

10:00 AM English 
Adoration Chapel 
7PM  Mass Spanish 
Church 

Rosary and required prayers for  
indulgence. Rosary in Spanish will 
begin immediately following Mass on  
August 12. 

 

Sept 13 Weds 9:30AM English 
Anytime  Spanish 
Adoration Chapel 

Rosary and required prayers for  
indulgence. 

 

Oct 13 Friday 6:30 PM            
Church/Cafeteria 

Mass, required prayers, followed by 
Potluck dinner 

 

9 118   SJBosco 

We want to keep everyone in the loop so 
we are having an  

Email Campaign Weekend at                    
Saint John Bosco! We periodically send out 

email messages with information about what’s              
happening at Saint John Bosco! To stay connected with 

us, subscribe to receive email updates from SJB.  
 

Tables will be set up under the tent in front of Church 
this weekend, 5/6 and 5/7.  Stop by and fill out a form                            

with name & email address so you don’t miss out on the 
latest news.  

If you  need to update your contact information, NOW 
is the time! Several volunteers will be there to greet you 

& answer any questions you may have about            
Parish Life.  

Join our email list so you can stay in the know! 

Join us in celebrating the 100th Anniversary of Our Lady of Fatima 
 

Pope Francis has granted a plenary indulgence opportunity for the 100th Anniversary of the Fatima apparitions.  
At St. John Bosco we will be offering the faithful an opportunity to gain this indulgence on the 13th of each month 

from May- October 2017.  
The requirements for this indulgence are to pray before a statue of Our Lady of Fatima  

solemnly exposed for public veneration on the 13th of each month from May to October 2017 and devoutly   
participate in a celebration of prayer in honor of the Virgin Mary. This must  

include the Our Father, the Creed and invoking Our Lady of Fatima. 
To obtain any indulgence, the faithful must also fulfill the ordinary conditions: go to Confession and                        

Communion within a week , be interiorly detached from sin, and pray for the intentions of the Holy Father. 
 

You may join us at the formal prayer opportunities or use the booklets to pray on your own and venerate the  
statue on the 13th of the month May—October 2017. A schedule is given below. 

GRADUATION CORNER 
 

We are now in the graduation season and St. 
John Bosco Parish would like to congratulate all of our          

parishioners graduating this year in our bulletin. 
 

Please send by mail the name of the Graduate, the          
respective school they are graduating from, awards, 
and their future endeavors. We will post the notice 

in our future bulletins entitled  
"Graduation Corner".   

When sending the information please make it to the 
attention of our secretary Diane Falchetta. 

St. John Bosco Senior Club Meeting, Wed., May 10  ~ 
Noon in the Cafeteria. Refreshments will be served.  

Tickets on sale for June 21 Show  
(see page 4 of this bulletin) 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjswrL6zu3SAhXH3SYKHalHBJgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.artpromotivate.com%2F2012%2F05%2Fwhy-artists-should-create-newsletter-to.html&bvm=bv.150475504,d.eWE&psig=AF


 

 

Craft Like Crazy Info. 215-718-7841.  
 

Weekly gathering each Thursday, 9:30 to 11:30 AM 
in Parish Ctr. Craft, create, chat, teach’n learn,  

share’n be inspired.    
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Because the need for vocations is great,  
Saint John Bosco has established a  

vocation awareness  

program  
involving a traveling statue.  A statue of the  

Sacred Heart of Jesus  
is traveling for one year from household to household 
within our parish. You are invited to bring the statue 
to your home for a week.  
 

This is a unique opportunity for you to have special 
prayer time. Usually the statue is transferred over the 
weekend at church. Traveling devotions help keep 
prayer and spirituality close to home for many.  If you 
would like to host the Statue in your home, please fill 
out and return the following form to the Parish Center. 
You will be contacted with detailed information.  

Yes.   I wish to host the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Statue.  Sí. Me interesa alojar la imagen del             
Sagrado Corazón de Jesus.         

Family Name/Apellido:   
 
_________________________  
 

Tel.:  ____________        
 
Drop in any Collection Basket or at  
Parish Office. 

As we approach the 100th anniversary of  
Our Lady’s appearances to 3 shepherd children in 

Fatima, Portugal in 1917,  
we ask everyone to answer Our Lady’s appeal to pray 

the Rosary for peace in the world.  
 

We will gather on Monday nights in May,  
(5/8, 5/15 and 5/22)   
the month of Mary,  

in the Adoration Chapel at 6:45 to pray the Rosary. 
We will meditate on the Joyful Mysteries.   

 
The month of May is a special time for 

us Catholics to pay homage to our 
Blessed Mother Mary. Please join us 

in prayer.  

Everyone is cordially                 
invited to a  

Marian Tea  
to honor  

Our Lady of Fatima on  
Fri., May 12 at 6:30 PM in 
Drexel Hall! We will cele-

brate the 100th                 
Anniversary of the Fatima 

apparitions.  
We will pray the Rosary,  the Litany & the Chaplet of 

Our Lady of Fatima in English & Spanish. Please 
bring a statue of Mary (if you are able) for the Altar! 

Please bring a snack to share. Coffee, tea & water will 
be provided. 

SJB is celebrating the 100th  
Anniversary of  

Mary’s Apparitions at Fatima!  
We are getting ready for special Fatima 

activities that will feature lots of fun and informative 
displays at the Fall Festival in September. Each month 
a delicious Portuguese recipe will be published in our 
bulletin so you can travel to & experience the unique 
paradise of Portugal without setting foot on a plane! 

PARISH GIVING for 
ST. JOHN BOSCO PARISH 

 

What is Parish Giving (Online Giving)? 
An electronic Giving Program that enables parishes to 
collect "Sunday Offerings" and other donations online 

It normalizes offertory collections so they are not 
missed due to sickness, weather or vacations.  It also  
eliminates administrative costs and time associated 

with processing envelopes. 
Parish Giving is easy and convenient for Parishioners! 

Parishioners may choose to have offerings debited 
from a checking account or credit card. They can 

choose how much and how often to give. They can 
also choose when and what offerings they wish to  

donate to (regular Sunday collections, special  
offertory donations, and holy days).   

Parishioners can even choose the day of the month 
that works best for them to donate.   

Finally, parishioners can generate a year end report 
for tax reporting purposes. 

 

 

How do I sign up? 
 

1. Go to St John Bosco's website www.sjbhatboro.org  and 
click on the Parish Giving icon on the home page. 
2. Follow the directions to create a new account  and enter 
your billing information. 
3. Select the contribution, timing, amounts and frequency 
that you would like to donate. 

 
Thank you for your generosity to  

St. John Bosco parish!  Fr. Kramer 


