ARRANGING BAPTISM

Baptism First (Spanish) and Last (English)
Sundays each month. Call Parish Office to
arrange. Before date is confirmed, parents must
have/obtain:
• Registration in SJB Parish: Family from another

Staff

parish must obtain written permission from “home”
parish for Baptism at SJB.
• Certificate of Eligibility to Serve as Sponsor:
Each Catholic Sponsor (1 required; 2 preferred) must
obtain Certificate of Eligibility from “home” parish.
Parishes generally do not issue certificates to persons
not already registered nor to persons who left the
parish more than 6 months previously.
• Letter from Pastor for Christian Witness:
One baptized non-Catholic may serve as a Christian
Witness and must present Letter of Good Standing
from current Christian pastor. A Catholic not eligible
to Sponsor may not be Christian Witness.

Office Hours

ARRANGING MARRIAGE
Wedding Planning begins with engaged couple’s
meeting a parish priest here at least six (6) months
before desired wedding date. Please do not make
financial commitments before confirming church
date/time. If a member of the couple was previously
married, a Declaration of Nullity (Annulment) of the
prior marriage may be necessary. Please contact
parish priest for detailed information.

Saint John Bosco
Roman Catholic Church
Parish Center Office
215 E. County Line Road
Hatboro, PA 19040
Tel. (215) 672-7280

Faith Formation Office (PREP) Tel. 267-803-0774.
St. Vincent de Paul Society Tel. 215-882-2707.
Rev. Gary J. Kramer, Pastor
Rev. Mark J. Hunt, Resident/
Holy Family University
Deacon Daniel J. Rouse, Financial Administrator
Mrs. Diane Falchetta, Secretary
Loretta Ceniviva, Secretary
Ms. Tess Shore, Faith Formation Director
Mrs. Lisa Quaranto, Music Director
Mrs. Janet Shepherd, Bulletin Editor
Mass Cards/Mail/Messages/Documents/Facility
Keys are available only during open Office Hours.
Mon. -Thurs.: 9 am to 12 noon; 1 to 4:30 pm;
Eve.: 6:30 to 8:00 pm by appt.,
Fri.: 9 am to 12 noon; 1 to 4:30 pm
Fri Eve.: Closed.
Sat./Sun.: Closed.

Marriage Convalidation Couples in a civil or nonCatholic religious union without our Church’s explicit
permission are not in a valid Catholic marriage. They
cannot receive other sacraments or serve as Catholic
Sponsors for Baptism and Confirmation. This
situation often is easily remedied by “convalidation”,
a simple ceremony popularly called “getting a marriage blessed”. Call Parish Office to arrange.

Schedule of Religious Services

Sunday Sat. Eve. Vigil Masses:
4:00 pm (English); 7:00 pm (Spanish)
Sun. Morning Masses: 8 am & 11 am
Monday Rosary before morning Mass
Holy Mass: 8:45 am
Miraculous Medal Novena after morning Mass
Tues. to Fri. Holy Mass: 8:45 am
Saturday
Confession: 3-3:30 pm
Rosary: before 4 pm Vigil Mass

Are you getting married at Saint John Bosco?
Will you need an easy-to-follow wedding program
template? You can find these templates on the SJB
Website! The wedding program templates have a
basic ceremony structure in them as well as details
about you, your groom & your bridal party. You'll
just need to go in & change the details to reflect your
special day. Use them as a guide & add your own spin
to make your day truly personal. The templates for
half fold are easy to use for simple wedding
programs.

On the SJB Website, you can find a template document in
Microsoft Word format for creating a booklet for a
Roman Catholic Funeral Mass at Saint John Bosco
Church. You’ll need to go in & change the details.
Customizing your template is fast & easy. This is a
traditional type of program distributed at the Funeral
Mass. Try our program template for minimal effort &
work yet producing a professional booklet. The important
thing is to have one made so it can serve as a guide for
everyone.
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Sunday, December 2, 2018
Mary Speaks
Let me tell you what happened to me as I was going about my daily chores one chilly morning. I was living in Nazareth in Galilee and I was alone as I had just left the rest of my friends who had taken their jugs of water
to their homes. We used to gather each morning by the well and exchange the news of who had gone where and
what was new since the night before and what relatives had come to town.
As I entered my house I saw a stranger standing just beyond the entrance way—it seemed to be a man and
he greatly startled me. I drew back a bit as he hurriedly spoke my name and then greeted me with strange words:
“Hail, full of grace. The Lord is with you.”
Of course the Lord is with me. Always has been and He sustains me day by day. These words, though, did
not allay my fears and the stranger knew I was afraid for I was alone. My father had gone to his shop and my
mother was at the river doing the laundry.
This stranger didn’t look at all like a marauder. In fact, the light surrounding him lit up the entire entrance
way to my house and I felt a strange peace come over me.
I covered my head a little bit more as I was alone in the presence of a strange man. He spoke again in a
very gentle manner. His words were soft but frightening. He told me that his name was Gabriel and he was a messenger sent by God. He said I would have a son and he even told me what to name him. He went on to tell me
how great my son would be and that he would be given the throne of David and he would have a kingdom that
would never end.
Can you imagine a young woman of my age hearing such things! I wondered if there had been something
in my water this morning or if this stranger had been drinking. Well, what he said was impossible and I told him
so because although I am betrothed to Joseph, we do not yet live together.
My reply didn’t faze him in the least. “No problem” he said, “for all this will happen through the power of
God. The Holy Spirit will overshadow you and your child will be the Son of God.”
I could not comprehend his words and he saw my consternation. So he said: “You remember Elizabeth
who lives in Judea? You know she is now quite old, beyond the age of child bearing. Yet, she is at this moment
now in her sixth month for with God all things are possible.”
When he said this I was amazed. Never had such a thing been heard of. At that moment I heard myself
saying: “I am God’s handmaid so may the words you have spoken to me be done.”
Then this stranger, Gabriel as he called himself, just disappeared. I slumped to the floor, overwhelmed by
what had just happened, wondering whom should I tell about this, who would believe me. I was terrified. Had I
really agreed with what Gabriel told me? Did I really say “let it be done to me as you have said?"
After a while I calmed down and decided to do the only thing I could do–go to Elizabeth. If she was in her
sixth month, she would surely need my help.
But before I leave I have a question for you. This child that I gave birth to and whom you celebrate today,
who is He to you? And how will you answer when God speaks to you and asks of you something that appears to
be as impossible for you as it was for me? I’ll leave you with these questions as I must get ready to go now.
Saint John Bosco presents a free family movie event on Friday, 1/4 at 6:30 PM in the Parish Center. Please join us
for a showing of the outstanding feature film on GARDENER OF GOD! This film tells the inspiring story of Gregor
Mendel, who is considered the father of the modern genetics, a science that changed the world. He was a Catholic priest
and Augustinian monk who lived in the 19th century in the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Starring Christopher Lambert
as Mendel, the movie reveals how he combined his vocation as a priest and training as a scientist to impact the world by
courageously following his passion for the truth. From the beginning he realized that his great scientific discovery could
be used in a wrong way and he sought the help of a benefactor and good friend, the princess Hanna von Limburg, who
supported him in his work and vocation and helped spread the knowledge of his discovery around the world. Mendel
was a man of contemplation and of action, a dedicated priest and visionary scientist who is an important witness for
contemporary society on how faith and science are not in conflict with each other. Mendel also struggled to change the
fiscal policy applied to the monasteries in his country and even asked for the Pope's help on this issue. The film tells
how he was invited by Pope Pius IX to the Vatican where they shared their views about science and faith, and how they
are related. Please bring your own beverage and snack.
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12/3
12/4
12/5
12/6
12/7

Please Pray for Our Faithful Departed
whose Funeral Masses were celebrated
in our ParishDaniel O'Donnell
Linda Kent
Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord,
and let perpetual light shine upon them. May their
souls and all the souls of the Faithful Departed
through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK

MON.
8:45 AM Joseph Tull
TUES.
8:45 AM Shawn Feite
WED.
8:45 AM August & Rita Yobb
THURS. 8:45 AM The Arminavage Family
FRI.
8:45 AM Ella & Bernard Mulrine
Vigil Mass ~ Holy Day of Obligation
4:00 PM Francis J. Delaney
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2018
Holy Day of Obligation
8:45 AM Thomas Williams
4:00 PM Bernardine & Paul Timko
7:00 PM Pro Populo (For the People)
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2018
8:00 AM Teresa Scarcelli
11:00 AM William J. Vinglas

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK AND INFIRM

Patricia Ambrose
Joseph Campbell
Elizabeth Carrick
Ginny Ceneviva
Anita Conrad
Marianne R. Costello
Baby Ellis Crawford
Margaret Cunnane
Linda Cunningham
Louise D’Agostino
Ellen Dardis
Gloria Donneys
Lois Dudley
Florence Flavell
Charlie Gaffney
William Gaida
Marie Gonzalez
Frances Harkins
Lilly Ibbotson
Bryce Ingraham
Jayden Ingraham
Tim Keebler
James Kirkpatrick
Larry Le Coney
Lucas McCrea

Adoration Chapel

Mon.: after 8:45 am Mass to 7 pm.
Tues. to Fri.: 8 am to 7 pm.
Sat. & Sun. Closed. The chapel is closed
on weekends for security reasons. Please
do not try to enter the Church outside of these hours.
Prayer Intention Candles (6) burn all week
alongside Blessed Sacrament when Chapel is open.
This week the candles represent these intentions:

John W. Salviola
How We List: Just send your name with intention &

offering to ADORATION CANDLE c/o Parish Center.
Please name one Person, Couple (engaged or married),
Family, Group per request. Candles are available for
living or dec’d. Offering: $ 15.
Block Collection: Many thanks to all of our
parishioners who have contributed thus far to our
annual Block Collection. As of November 19, 2018
the total amount contributed was $24,825.00. For
those who have not contributed yet please consider to
give to this collection which serves as a help for the
financial stability of the parish.

Gerrie McMillan
Colleen T. McPeak
Nichole Miller
Henry Mulroney
Ryan Palm
Rev. Francis J. Pileggi
Anna Rose
Rolene Rose
Meg Rost
Catherine Sarsfield
Gail Shultz
Sun Soon
Felicia Soto
Linda Nye Tooles
Ronald Tull
Mary Vincelli
Frank Waltrich
Marie Weniger
Lorraine Wine

How we list:

We list sick
persons for one month at
their own or family member’s
request. Please call
Parish Office.

Help is needed to take the Christmas
Decorations out of storage. We will meet on
Sunday, 12/9 at noon in the gym. Strong arms,
carts and trucks a plus. Thank you.

Lord and Holy Protector, when Abraham and Sarah left
their own land and departed from their own people, you
kept them safe all through their journey. Protect our
children, our husbands and wives, our mothers and
fathers and our friends and loved ones who serve our
country in times of war and conflict. Walk by their side
and calm any fear; Be their companion and guide their
thoughts; Encircle them with your light and keep them
from harm; And when their service is ended, lead them
safely home again. For you, O God, are our shelter in
every storm and our refuge in times of danger. We ask
this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Please keep the following military in your prayers:

Any of our parishioners or friends who
knowingly are going into the hospital for a
procedure and would like to be anointed
please see Fr. Kramer or Fr. Hunt after Mass.

Please submit items for Bulletin Sun. issue dates (left)
by 12 noon on submission dates (right):
 Dec. 23……………………………..Mon., Dec. 3
 Dec. 30……………………………...Mon., Dec. 10
 Jan. 6……………………………...Mon., Dec. 17
Please send info./questions to Bulletin Editor at
Parish Ctr. Email Bulletined@saintjohnbosco.org.

Hector Guillermo Torres Carbo – Army – E3
Noe Argenis Reyes – Maines – Air Traffic Controller – E3
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Sunday
Amount *
11/18/18
$10,976.15
11/19/17
10,669.23
* Includes E-Giving
Fuel
11/18/18
2,158.00
11/19/17
2,267.00

Please stop by the table in the main Vestibule of
our Church during Advent and check out the
Classic Paper Prayer Chain Garland.
Each strip has a blank side for you to write your
prayer intentions. Submit prayer requests to the
Holy Family! Your request will be lifted in
prayer! The prayer chain will be draped around
the crèche during the Christmas Season for all to
see. So let’s join with each other and pray!
Prayer works!

Difference
+ $ 306.92

+

109.00

Addictions touch many people’s lives. We all
know someone who is affected by addiction of
some kind. On the 2nd Friday of each month all
are invited to gather in the Adoration Chapel at
9:15 am (after morning Mass) for Rosary.

Saint John Bosco’s first annual Golf Outing
will kick off the Spring Season by bringing
the Bosco community together for an
afternoon round of 18 holes on 4/29. This
event would provide a fun-filled afternoon of
golf & laughs as patrons enjoy a wonderful round of golf.
Play would be conducted in a scramble format & golfers
of all levels & abilities are welcome. Spread the word.
Invite your friends & family. Set up your own foursome.
The ultimate goal is to have a great time. Detailed
information will appear in this bulletin space soon!

Come to pray for a loved one, yourself, or even a
stranger who is living in the grasp of an addiction. Come
together to support those in recovery and to pray for
those struggling with addictions.
When we come together, great things can happen.
When we come together to pray the Rosary, even
greater things can happen.

St. Vincent de Paul.
Call Parish SVdP Tel. 215-882-2707 to: request
assistance, volunteer, or donate.
Food Pantry at SJB is in need of the following items:
coffee, tea, peanut butter, jelly, pancake mix and syrup,
cereal, canned fruit, juices, cranberry sauce, stuffing mix,
sweet potatoes, corn and green beans, laundry
detergent, liquid dish soap and personal grooming items
such as shampoo, bath soap, toothpaste and toilet paper.

The Rosary has the power to impact the lives of our
loved ones, our communities and our nation.
Prayer can change everything! Please join us.
We welcome Catholics with Celiac Disease to the
Table of the Lord. Low-gluten Communion hosts are available
at all weekend liturgies to those suffering from Celiac Sprue
disease. The hosts made by the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration in Clyde, MO, contain 0.01% wheat gluten, are
accepted by the USCCB and are recommended by the journal
Gluten-Free Living as “perfectly safe” for sufferers of Celiac
Sprue disease. The Church believes that it is impossible to consecrate anything except wheat bread and grape wine. From the
time that the Lord Jesus took bread and wine and told his
disciples “Do this in memory of me,” the Roman Catholic
Church has tried faithfully to fulfill Christ’s command by taking unleavened bread made from water and wheat flour and
wine made from grapes for use at the celebration of the Eucharist.
St. John Bosco Parish is dedicated to working with
families and family members with gluten intolerance. We have
developed the following procedure to provide as much protection as possible for those with Celiac disease.
St. John Bosco has purchased a pyx specifically for
the low-gluten hosts. The pyx and the low-gluten hosts are
kept in the Vault in the Sacristy. When you arrive for Mass, go
first to the Sacristy. Let the Sacristan know that you will need
a low-gluten host. The Sacristan will make sure that the pyx
and the low-gluten host is placed on the credence table. The
pyx will be brought to the altar when it is prepared for the Liturgy of the Eucharist. The low-gluten hosts are consecrated at
the same time as the regular hosts. When you reach the Presider during the Communion Procession, whisper to him that you
will need to receive a low-gluten host. "After Communion,
remain in church as long as you can to thank Our Lord and ask
of Him the grace of not dying in mortal sin."

Football Mania Week 11
Congratulations Winners!
Craft Like Crazy is a group that gets together on
Thursday mornings to craft, create, chat, teach and
learn, share and get inspired. All are invited to join us
from 9:30-11:30 in the Parish Center. No experience
necessary. We will be making items for our December
Bosco Craft Sale! There is something about crafting
with your friends that is not only
fun, but very fulfilling.
Once upon a book club.... In the Bosco Book Club
(A Novel Bunch), we'll be reading and discussing
newly released, highly rated books from a wide variety
of genres. This month we're reading: THE GREAT
ALONE by KRISTIN HANNAH . We will meet on
MONDAY 12/3 at 7:15 PM in the Parish Center.
Bring a dish to share and the beverage of your
choice. We'll eat and laugh, and at some point discuss
the book. Even if you don't finish it, come and we'll
fill you in on the plot. Mostly we like sharing our favorite reads. Happy Reading! Hope to see you at our
next Get Together!

~Saint John Bosco
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Weekly Happenings From the
Office of Faith Formation

Help is needed on Wednesday,
12/19 to take the
Nativity Figures out of the
crates. We will meet in the
Church Sacristy at 6 PM. Many
hands make light work. We
appreciate your time and effort
to help with this task.
Thank you.

“At this Christmas when Christ comes, will He find a
warm heart? Mark the season of Advent by loving and
serving the others with God's own love and concern.”
Saint Teresa
We are preparing for the Christmas season. The children are busy learning about Advent and what it means
to prepare our hearts for Jesus. I am personally inviting
the whole parish to our Penance Service on December
10, 2018 at 7pm. This is a Monday. There will be a few
priests here to help with Confessions. I encourage all of
us to attend.

Saturday, December 8th is a
Holy Day of Obligation. There will be a 4 PM Vigil
Mass on Friday, December 7th and an 8:45 AM Mass
on Saturday, December 8th.

The forms for the Christmas Homecoming are on the
website. A signup sheet was sent out for the parts of the
play. We can still use all the help that we can get.

Free Blood Pressure Screening at Saint John
Bosco 12/15 and 12/16 before and after Mass in the
Usher's Room. No appointment necessary! Keep the
Beat. Protect your life. Take charge of your health &
have your blood pressure taken!

The Office of Faith Formation is looking for some hall
aides on Tuesdays. Do you think you can spare some
time and help?
There will be a Confirmation Meeting for Parents on
December 16, 2018. The meeting will take place after
the 11 am Mass. The Confirmation students will be having their class on the same day. This is an important
meeting and will address the changes that we need to
make for our students to be able to make their Confirmation in the Fall of 2019.

Save the Date for our next
Saint John Bosco
Married Couples Dinner! Our Dinner Club is a
way to build relationships with other couples in
our Parish family. It will be an evening of good
food, meeting new friends and having a fun
night out. Our first 2019 Dinner will be
held 2/13 at 6:00 pm at Santucci's in Warminster. Come
early and socialize! Appetizers will be served until 6:30.
Gluten Free food items will be included on the menu.
Detailed information to follow.
Questions? Call 215-669-8159.

There will be a First Holy Communion Parent Meeting
on January 22, 2019, at 7 pm in church. Please make
sure that you attend this meeting.
There will a Christmas Story movie on December 6 at 6
pm in the Parish Center. You will want to come to get
in the Christmas spirit.

Parents! Please email us
(sjbadultfaith@saintjohnbosco.org) the name and
address of Young Adults away at college who would
appreciate a Christmas Card from us! We would need
all addresses by 12/8!
Help us stay connected with our Young Adults!

Please remember that this year all classrooms are
SNACK FREE.
Calling all young adults (30+) of the parish:
Do you want to go to Rome? Are you looking
for a trip of the lifetime? We are excited to be going to
Rome from June 30 to July 11, 2019. For prices and a
flyer, please contact the Office of Faith Formation.
Are you looking for a safe place to talk about
your own faith? Do you have questions that you wish
were answered? Are you looking to meet new people
and have fun? The answer to your questions is Walking
in Faith. Walking in Faith is a group where you meet
with your peers to discuss the hot topics and learn more
about our faith. Please call the Office of Faith Formation for more information.

Our goal is to provide prayer support
for the men and women of the Saint
John Bosco community who are
serving on active duty in the United
States Armed Forces. If you have a
family member or close friend serving on active
duty who could use our community’s prayer
support for their health, well-being and safe return,
call the Parish Office, 215-672-7280 or email
sjbadultfaith@saintjohnbosco.org.

May we all begin to prepare our hearts for the love of
Christ.
Tess Shore, Faith Formation Director

Please provide their name, rank and which branch
of the service they are in so that he or she can be
included in a weekly prayer list in our bulletin.

Penance Service ~ Monday, December 10 at 7 PM
All are encourage to attend. Multiple priests will be
here to hear Confessions.
5
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Does it seem to you that each year the holiday season gets busier and busier and we get
further and further away from the true meaning of Advent and Christmas? The best way to
combat this tendency is to adopt or renew Advent traditions in your home. Let’s celebrate
Advent like we are actually anticipating the coming of Christ—which is the whole point.
It’s a spiritual journey! Remember the reason for the season. When you know what the
season is meant to be, you will more likely do the kinds of things that emphasize that
purpose. Advent is our liturgically built-in time of spiritual preparation for Christmas. If
you want to get the most out of the Christmas season and fill up your soul with love for
Christ, the best way to do that is to “let every heart prepare Him room” and celebrating
Advent is the Church’s way to do it! Each week of Advent, we will post an Advent
Tradition! Hopefully these ideas will give you inspiration to celebrate Advent in a new and
deeper way this year.
The Advent wreath, which has German origins, is probably the most recognized Advent custom. It is a wreath
made of evergreens that is bound to a circle of wire. It symbolizes the many years from Adam to Christ in which
the world awaited its Redeemer; it also represents the years that we have awaited His second and final coming.
The wreath holds four equally spaced candles, the three purple ones lit on the penitential Sundays and a pink one
for Gaudete, the joyful third Sunday in Advent. There are many available prayers and hymns that can
accompany your personal Advent wreath ceremony.

We would like to pray for those couples in our Parish Family celebrating a wedding anniversary.
Send us your Anniversary. Please include the names of the spouses, wedding date and number of
years. Please email to sjbadultfaith@saintjohnbosco.org or complete the form and drop in the collection
basket. Names will be listed in the Sunday bulletin by month during 2019.
Saint Louis and Zelie Martin pray for us.
Names: __________________________________________________________________

Wedding Date___________________________
Number of years married___________

The 9th Annual Ladies Retreat: FORGIVENESS—THE BEST REVENGE will be held on Friday, 1/11/19
from 5:00 PM– 10:00 PM in the SJB Parish Center! Are you caught in a vortex of resentment & anger or a desire
for revenge or retaliation; that is a state of unforgiveness? Everybody needs to forgive somebody! This retreat
evening will focus on how freely “giving the gift” of forgiveness benefits both the forgiver & the forgiven.
Mentors & models of forgiveness will provide Inspiration. Practical ways to administer the “medicine of
mercy” will also be explored. The night will begin with a potluck dinner, then continue with retreat talks, time
for reflection, confession & adoration. There will be time for friendship & fun as well. Our retreat presenter:
Sister Sheila Galligan! Sister Sheila is a phenomenal, dynamic & inspiring presenter. She has so much energy, she
always has a skip in her step. She has a perpetual smile & a kind demeanor. Her genuine happiness is
infectious. This is a retreat that you won’t want to miss!
Ladies Retreat Registration Form (Please register by 1/6/19) Cost $15.00
Please make checks payable to Saint John Bosco.
Name: ________________________________________________________________________
Phone #_________________________ Email: ________________________________________
I can bring the following to share:
_______ Appetizer ________ Dinner Entrée
_________ Dinner Salad/Side ________ Dessert
Plates, utensils, coffee, tea and water will be provided. Please bring your favorite snack food and beverage if
desired. Questions? Please call 215-718-7841.
6
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Help is needed on Saturday,
12/22 to decorate our Church for
Christmas. We will meet in
church right at 10:00am. Many
hands make light work. Thanks
in advance for whatever you can
do to assist with the major
undertaking.

ST. VINCENT de PAUL
NEEDS
YOUR HELP
We have families in need of help.
Here are ways you may give.
CHRISTMAS
1.

Adopt a family. Call 215-882-2707.

2.

Donate a meal, a turkey/ham, any part of a
meal.

3.

Give a monetary donation. (leave in Parish
Center Office, place SVDP on the
envelope.)

4.

Take an angel or two from the giving tree.
Please return by December 14th.

Just a friendly reminder to our parishioners and friends that if you plan to
light a candle in front of a shrine the
cost is $1.00 per candle. It does cost
the parish money to supply them.
Here's a unique New Year's Resolution! Memory Jars
are a great way to preserve special events in your family's life. At the beginning of the year grab an empty
jar. Put a note inside the jar every time something
memorable happens. Add photos, ticket stubs, trinkets
or treasures. Open the jar on
New Year's Eve and relive the memories.
Thank you for all that you do to build a culture of
vocations in the Church! Your efforts will continue to
make a difference!

As always, we at St. Vincent de Paul
thank and bless you.
For the past several decades, each year on Gaudete
Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent, children (and
adults) bring their Baby Jesus figures from the crib at
their homes to St. Peter's Square where the Pope will
bless both the people and the figurines during the
Angelus. This year we will celebrate "Bambinelli
Sunday" at Saint John Bosco at all the Masses on
Saturday, 12/15 and Sunday, 12/16. All are invited
to bring the Baby Jesus figure from their homes to
Mass to be blessed. A table will be set up near the
Baptismal Font for the statues. Father will bless the
statues after the homily. A suggestion is, following the
blessing, take your "Bambinelli" home and place it in
a gift box, wrap it and save it for Christmas. Let this
be the first gift your family opens on Christmas, when
together you place your Baby Jesus figure in the crib,
and have a home blessing of the Nativity for your
whole family.

To renew our baptismal
call to be Missionary
and bring the Good
News of Jesus to all,
Pope Francis has called
for an Extraordinary Month of Mission to be celebrated in October 2019. In response to this request by the
Holy Father, Archbishop Charles Chaput has approved
an Extraordinary Year of Mission in the
Archdiocese of Philadelphia.

FALL BEREAVEMENT
SUPPORT GROUP
SAINT JOHN BOSCO ROOM
Sundays 12:15 – 1:30 PM
(back entrance of Parish Center)

This began with World Mission Sunday on
October 21, 2018 and lead up to the international
Extraordinary Mission Month. In an effort to
reawaken the call to be Missionary, we have initiated
a Mission Corner in our bulletin. Look here for more
ways that you can fulfil your baptismal promise to be
Missionary.

December 9 (5)Your faith and spiritual
feelings. Preparing for the Holidays.
To Register: Call Bernice (215) 443-8439
7
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At St. John Bosco Parish, we come together as a community to celebrate a number of special days and events in
unique ways. Everyone is invited to the Parish Christmas Homecoming on Tuesday, December 18th at 6PM
in Church. It will be a beautiful evening of music, readings and a special performance by the children of the
Parish who will present the story of the Nativity. We also invite all families to bring an Angel ornament with your
family name on the back of it, for hanging on our Parish Trees. Help make our Christmas trees beautiful and
meaningful with your own special family Angel ornament! Every Bosco family, whether one member or many
members, is invited to contribute a home-made Angel ornament to help create beautiful and meaningful
Christmas trees! Our trees will not be complete without YOU! Light refreshments in the Cafeteria following the
prayer service.
8
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R-C-I-A
What comes to mind when you hear the letters
R-C-I-A? Many know these letters to mean the Rite of
Christian Initiation of Adults, the usual way for nonCatholic adults to become full members of the Church,
the Body of Christ. What surprises many Catholics,
however, is that RCIA involves the whole parish.
Long before the saying "it takes a village to raise a
child" became popular, Christians knew and still know
it takes the Holy Spirit and a parish to form new
members. We are blessed to have adults inquiring and
preparing to become full members of the Body of
Christ, a very good sign of a lively parish. Yet this
now challenges each of us as members of Saint John
Bosco. How do we, both new and lifelong members,
stay alive and continue maturing as disciples of Jesus?

The Archdiocese of Philadelphia is
celebrating an Extraordinary
Year of Mission.
A blessed statue of Saint Paul is
traveling to the homes of our Parishioners for a week-long visit. The statue
of Saint Paul will be traveling for one
year from household to household.
You are invited to bring the Statue to
your home. This is a unique opportunity for you to have special prayer time.
Each day you are asked to say the simple devotion
which will be provided. Traveling devotions help
keep prayer and spirituality close to home for many.
Usually the statue is transferred over the weekend at
church. If you would like to host the Statue of Saint
Paul in your home, please fill out the form below.
You will be contacted with detailed information.

1. In your daily prayers, always include a prayer for
Saint John Bosco Parish that we may do what Jesus
has entrusted to us through the Grace of the Holy Spirit to do the will of God our Father.

Should you have any questions or would like more
information, please contact the rotation
coordinator at 215-669-8159.

2. If you know a family member or friend who has
expressed some desire to become a Catholic Christian,
bring her or him to an RCIA gathering. We meet each
Sunday after the 8:00am Mass in the Parish Center. In
the early part of RCIA, there are no commitments.
Come and see what and Who RCIA is all about.

Yes, I would like to host the Statue of Saint Paul.
Family Name: ___________________________

3. Consider a role in RCIA. We need parishioners to
serve as catechists, to help with hospitality and
(somewhat urgently) to serve as sponsors. If you do
not feel comfortable being a catechist or sponsor, we
certain welcome and need your presence as a witness
to life of the Holy Spirit acting in all our lives. Your
quiet and gentle presence is a powerful testimony of
faith in Jesus Christ.

Email Address: _________________________
Saint Paul, being accused by the Jews, who after his
conversion were his declared enemies, appealed to
Caesar by his right as a Roman citizen. He was
therefore put on board a vessel bound for Italy, along
with many prisoners and several merchants. All were
under the charge of Julius, a centurion, who paid
marked respect to the Apostles. The passengers
numbered 276 in all. During the voyage a dreadful
storm arose and for several days neither the sun nor
the stars were visible. All seemed lost, so that the
cargo was thrown into the sea in hope of lessening the
danger. But in vain. All would certainly have perished
had it not been for the prayers of the Apostle. In
answer to his prayers, a glorious angel appeared to
him and assured him of his safety and that of his
fellow passengers. Thereupon, Saint Paul addressed all
on board in these words: “Be of good courage. None
of ye will perish, for the Angel of the Lord whom I
serve has appeared to me this night.”

If you have questions, kindly call (267)
803-0774 [Faith Formation office], or
send an email rcia@saintjohnbosco.org or
come to the Parish Center after the
8:00am Mass on a Sunday. Over the
years, parishioners have mentioned that
participating in RCIA contributed
significantly in growing as mature
disciples of Jesus Christ.

CRAFT SALE & BAKE SALE!
This is a great opportunity
to shop for the perfect
handmade Christmas gift,
delicious baked goods, or to
simply discover that unique
treasure. Please save the date and plan to attend.
After all the Masses on 12/1/18 and 12/2/18 in the
Church Vestibules!

Queen of Angels OPEN HOUSE
Visit QOA Day ~ Wednesday, December 5, 2018
Formal presentation and tours beginning at 10:00 am
Come and see our PreK3 - 8th grade students in action!
For more information or to RSVP please contact our Advancement Office at 215-309-4028.
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Christmas Schedule 2018
Masses

St. John Bosco
Senior Club
Christmas Party

December 24th
Vigils of Christmas
Masses in English 4 P.M. & 6 P.M.
Mass in Spanish 10 P.M.
Christmas Day Masses
December 25th
8 A.M. & 10 A.M.

Wednesday, Dec. 12th
12:00 Noon
Spring Mill Country Club
80 Jacksonville Rd, Ivyland
Choice of Entrée with Salad, Vegetable
and Potato, Bread, Dessert and
Non-Alcoholic Beverage for $34
For more information call,
267-255-3569.

New Year’s Eve
December 31st
4 P.M. Vigil
New Year’s Day
January 1st
Masses 9 A.M. & 11 A.M.

Join us for a Christmas Classic Movie Night –
A CHRISTMAS STORY on Thursday, 12/6/18.
Come and celebrate the spirit of the season and the
feast of St. Nicholas! The presentation will start at
6:00pm in the Parish Center. This is a free familyfriendly event. Bring your own drinks and snacks to
enjoy during the movie if you would like. Take
advantage of what might be your last chance to sit
back and relax before the holidays with this classic
Christmas movie event. Thank you for bringing a
non-perishable item to help fill the Outreach boxes
and bring needy families Christmas joy.

Our Lady of Good Counsel Church in Southampton
will be holding its annual
Candlelight Vespers Service
for bereaved parents on Sunday, December 9, 2018 at
7 PM. All are welcome to attend and to extend the
invitation to other bereaved parents.
If you can, please bring a photo of your child, which
will be placed on the sanctuary step alongside a votive
candle provided by us.

We congratulate

If you have any questions, please
drop us a line or give us a call!

Byron Gabriel Ramirez and
Mirna Yaniris Lorenzo who were married on
November 3, 2018 and
Ryan William Green and
Elizabeth Lynn Shope who were married on
November 10, 2018.

God bless,
Deacon Mark Kuhn
215-357-1300 ext. 176
deaconmarkkuhn@gmail.com

We ask everyone to answer Our
Lady's appeal to pray the Rosary for
peace in the world. We will gather on
Monday nights in December (12/3,
12/10 & 12/17) in the Adoration
Chapel at 6:45pm to pray the Rosary.
We will meditate on the Joyful
Mysteries with Advent
Reflections. The Rosary is a very
powerful prayer. Please join us in
prayer.

We welcome into the Church and
our Parish:
Miguel Nicolas Espejel
Esteban Aron Espejel
Matias Alarcon
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