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ARRANGING BAPTISM   
 

Baptism First (Spanish) and Last (English)  
Sundays each month.  Call Parish Office to  
arrange.  Before date is confirmed, parents must 
have/obtain:  

•  Registration in SJB Parish: Family from another 
parish must obtain written permission from “home” 
parish for Baptism at SJB.  
• Certificate of Eligibility to Serve as Sponsor:  
Each Catholic Sponsor (1 required; 2 preferred) must 
obtain Certificate of Eligibility from “home” parish. 
Parishes generally do not issue certificates to persons 
not  already registered nor to persons who left the  
parish more than 6 months previously.   

• Letter from Pastor for Christian Witness:    
One baptized non-Catholic may serve as a Christian  
Witness and must present Letter of Good Standing 
from current Christian pastor.  A Catholic not eligible 
to Sponsor may not be Christian Witness.   

 

 
ARRANGING MARRIAGE   

Wedding Planning begins with engaged couple’s 
meeting a parish priest here at least six (6) months 
before desired wedding date.  Please do not make  
financial commitments before confirming church 
date/time. If a member of the couple was previously 
married, a Declaration of Nullity (Annulment) of the 
prior marriage may be necessary. Please contact  
parish priest for detailed information. 
 
Marriage Convalidation  Couples in a civil or non-
Catholic religious union without our Church’s explicit 
permission are not in a valid Catholic marriage.  They 
cannot receive other sacraments or serve as Catholic 
Sponsors for Baptism and Confirmation.  This  
situation often is easily remedied by “convalidation”, 
a simple ceremony popularly called “getting a mar-
riage blessed”.  Call Parish Office to arrange.   
 
Are you getting married at Saint John Bosco?   
Will you need an easy-to-follow wedding program 
template? You can find these templates on the SJB 
Website! The wedding program templates have a 
basic ceremony structure in them as well as details 
about you, your groom & your bridal party. You'll 
just need to go in & change the details to reflect your 
special day. Use them as a guide & add your own spin 
to make your day truly personal. The templates for 
half fold are easy to use for simple wedding  
programs. 

 
 
 

 

Saint John Bosco  
Roman Catholic Church 

Parish Center Office 
215 E. County Line Road 

Hatboro, PA 19040 

Tel. (215) 672-7280       
 Faith Formation Office (PREP)  Tel.  267-803-0774. 

   St. Vincent de Paul Society  Tel. 215-882-2707. 

 
Staff 

Rev. Gary J. Kramer, Pastor  
Rev. Mark J. Hunt, Resident/ 

Holy Family University  
Deacon Daniel J. Rouse, Financial Administrator 

Mrs. Diane Falchetta, Secretary 
Loretta Ceniviva, Secretary   

Ms. Tess Shore, Faith Formation Director 
Mrs. Lisa Quaranto, Music Director   
Mrs. Janet Shepherd, Bulletin Editor  

 
Office Hours  

Mass Cards/Mail/Messages/Documents/Facility 
Keys are available only during open Office Hours.  
Mon.-Thurs.: 9 am to 12 noon; 1 to 4:30 pm;                  
Eve.: 6:30 to 8:00 pm by appt., 
Fri.:  9 am to 12 noon; 1 to 4:30 pm 
Fri Eve.: Closed. 
Sat./Sun.: Closed.     

 
Schedule of Religious Services 

Sunday  Sat. Eve. Vigil Masses:  
                 4:00 pm (English); 7:00 pm (Spanish) 
                Sun. Morning Masses: 8 am & 11 am  
Monday Rosary before morning Mass 
       Holy Mass: 8:45 am 
       Miraculous Medal Novena after morning Mass  
Tues. to Fri.  Holy Mass: 8:45 am  
Saturday        Confession: 3-3:30 pm  
                         Rosary: before 4 pm Vigil Mass 

On the SJB Website, you can find a template document in  
Microsoft Word format for creating a booklet for a Roman  

Catholic Funeral Mass at Saint John Bosco Church. You’ll need 
to go in & change the details. Customizing your template is fast 
& easy. This is a traditional type of program distributed at the 
Funeral Mass. Try our program template for minimal effort & 

work yet producing a professional booklet. The important thing 
is to have one made so it can serve as a guide for everyone. 
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Sunday, March 31, 2019 
4th Sunday of Lent 

Conversion 
During the season of Lent, we are reminded that this season offers us a new beginning.  Pope Francis describes Lent as 
a “journey of spiritual renewal in the footsteps of Christ.”  During this season, we are called to turn our hearts and 
minds back to God, to return to the Lord who offers us the gift of his merciful love. We are invited to deepen our spir-
itual life and re-examine the state of our souls. Lent is known as a season of conversion. But what does conversion 
mean and how can it be a lifelong journey? 
 

Meaning of Conversion 
Conversion is a dominant theme in the Bible. The Old Testament prophets, St. John the Baptist, and St. Peter frequently 
preach about the call to conversion. Jesus began his public ministry with the words, “This is the time of fulfillment. The 
kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel.”  His first words were a call to conversion. For Jesus, we 
are all in need of repentance.  We all need to recognize our failings and need to place our trust in God’s merciful love. 
 

Conversion means changing the direction of your life and turning around to walk along the path of Christ. A conversion 
can be radical and sudden, characterized by an overwhelming experience which changes your life completely. Howev-
er, conversion is not simply an isolated event. It is often a lifelong spiritual journey that is slow and difficult. It is first 
and foremost a conversion of heart. God first touches your heart and reveals to you His immense love. He invites you 
to recognize His faithfulness and your need for His forgiveness and mercy. It consists of turning away from evil and 
sinfulness and towards God’s loving embrace. It is an ongoing process. We need to continually open our hearts to re-
ceive God and allow Him to transform us day by day. 
 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church describes how we can practice conversion in our daily lives. It states:  
Conversion is accomplished in daily life by gestures of reconciliation, concern for the poor, the exercise and defense of 
justice and right, by the admission of faults to one’s brethren, fraternal correction, revision of life, examination of con-
science, spiritual direction, acceptance of suffering, endurance of persecution for the sake of righteousness. Taking up 
one’s cross each day and following Jesus is the surest way of penance. 
 

Conversion Stories 
Conversion stories help us to better understand what it means to convert and what effect it has on our daily lives. These 
stories are always popular. Reading about the life-changing encounters people have with God is fascinating. Some sto-
ries are about everyday individuals whose lives have been touched profoundly by God. Their spiritual journeys show us 
how to grow in faith throughout our lives. Other stories are of well-known saints who experienced life-changing con-
version. 
 

The conversion of St. Augustine is certainly known for being dramatic, but it was also a slow and difficult process 
which lasted a lifetime. His early years were devoted to loose living yet he had a consistent desire to answer the funda-
mental questions of life.  Over thirty years he slowly opened his heart and mind to the Christian faith. Yet it was the 
sudden and unexpected voice of a child calling to him in a garden which finally started his conversion, a conversion 
which lasted to the very end of his days. St. Augustine’s spiritual journey was both sudden and radical, but also slow 
and often painful. 
 

The Bible is filled with stories of people whose lives were changed by their encounters with God. The conversion of St. 
Paul is perhaps the greatest and most dramatic of these stories. His life was radically changed by his encounter with the 
Risen Christ on the road to Damascus. Before his conversion, he was certain that his former way of life and his former 
beliefs were absolutely correct. His encounter with the Lord caused the direction of his life to change drastically. St. 
Paul went from persecuting the followers of Jesus to becoming a fierce defender and teacher of the Christian faith, even 
suffering for Christ to the point of death. His encounter with the Risen Lord transformed him and his life. He stated, “I 
live, no longer I, but Christ lives in me; insofar as I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God who has 
loved me and given himself up for me.” An encounter with Jesus has the power to transform and convert not only St. 
Paul, but also each of us, if we have faith in Him. 
 

One of the lesser known conversion stories in the Bible is that of Lydia of Thyatira. Lydia was a businesswoman who 
traded in purple dyes and fabrics, items which were valuable and costly at the time. She was originally from Thyatira, 
an industrial city situated in modern-day western Turkey, but later moved to Philippi, a city in ancient Macedonia in 
northeastern Greece. She was a pious woman who met St. Paul by the river at the place of prayer.  
 

Her conversion is described in the Acts of the Apostles: On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate along the river 
where we thought there would be a place of prayer. We sat and spoke with the women who had gathered there. One of 
them, a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth, from the city of Thyatira, a worshiper of God, listened, and the 
Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what Paul was saying. After she and her household had been baptized, she 
offered us an invitation, “If you consider me a believer in the Lord, come and stay at my home,” and she prevailed on 
us.  
 

God opened Lydia’s heart to St. Paul’s preaching of the gospel message. She listened to it attentively and responded 
with faith, being baptized along with all her household. Her conversion also inspired her to respond with generosity and 
 

Continued on page 7….  

http://www.usccb.org/bible/acts/16
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PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK AND INFIRM  
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Please Pray for Our Faithful Departed 
whose Funeral Masses were celebrated  

in our Parish- 
 

 
    Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May their souls and all the souls of the 
Faithful Departed through the mercy of 

God rest in peace. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 

Please submit items for Bulletin Sun. issue dates (left)  
   by 12 noon on submission dates (right):  

  April   21…………………………...Mon., April    1  

  April  28……………………………Mon., April    8  

  May     5…………………………....Mon., April   15   
 

Please send info./questions to Bulletin Editor at  
Parish Ctr.  Email Bulletined@saintjohnbosco.org. 

Adoration Chapel  
Mon.: after 8:45 am Mass to 7 pm.  

Tues. to Fri.: 8 am to 7 pm.   

Sat. & Sun. Closed.  The chapel is closed 
on weekends for security reasons.  Please 

do not try to  enter the Church outside of these hours.  
Prayer Intention Candles (6) burn all week 
alongside Blessed Sacrament when Chapel is open. 
This week the candles represent these intentions:  

 

Anita Conrad 
How We List: Just send your name with intention &         
offering to ADORATION CANDLE c/o Parish Center. 
Please name one Person, Couple (engaged or married),   

Family, Group per request. Candles are available for living 
or dec’d.  Offering: $ 15.  

St. Vincent de Paul.  Call Parish SVdP Tel. 215-882-2707 
to: request assistance, volunteer, or donate. Food Pantry at 

SJB is in need of the following items: coffee, tea, peanut        
butter, jelly, pancake mix and syrup, cereal, canned fruit, 
juices, cranberry sauce, stuffing mix, sweet potatoes, corn 
and green beans, laundry detergent, liquid dish soap and             
personal grooming items such as shampoo, bath soap,                

toothpaste and toilet paper. 

Lord and Holy Protector, when Abraham and Sarah left 
their own land and departed from their own people, you 

kept them safe all through their journey. Protect our  
children, our husbands and wives, our mothers and  

fathers and our friends and loved ones who serve our 
country in times of war and conflict. Walk by their side 
and calm any fear; Be their companion and guide their 
thoughts; Encircle them with your light and keep them 
from harm; And when their service is ended, lead them 
safely home again. For you, O God, are our shelter in 
every storm and our refuge in times of danger. We ask 

this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
Please keep the following military in your prayers: 

 
Hector Guillermo Torres Carbo – Army – E3 

Tyler Palmentera—Navy– E5 
Noe Argenis Reyes – Maines – Air Traffic Controller – E3 

All are invited to a Lenten Prayer Service & Group Cook 
on Thursday, 4/4 at 6:30PM in Drexel Hall. Please bring 
vegetable, entrée or bread. Dinners will be put together for 

Aid for Friends. What will be the results of your labor...your 
good works? There will be many happy, contented shut-ins 

who no longer suffer from malnutrition or go to bed                      
hungry… because you care! 

Noah                                                                              
Get On Board! We've got big news! NOAH is setting 
sail into movie theaters for a special nationwide event 
this April, for 3 days only! We invite you to board one of 
the world's best-known voyages with your family and 
friends, joining people all across the country as this ex-
traordinary Bible story comes to life on a big screen near 
you. Noah will be showing at the Regal Warrington on 
4/9, 4/11 and 4/13! 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

4/1    MON.       8:45 AM  Theresa Wadas 
4/2    TUES.      8:45 AM  Joseph Rachwal 
4/3    WED.       8:45 AM  Florence McHugh 
4/4    THURS.   8:45 AM  John A. Hackman   
4/5    FRI.          8:45 AM  Pasquale & Mary Peluso 
 

SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 2019 
               4:00 PM  Louis H. Balot, III 
   7:00 PM  Pro Populo (For the People) 
SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 2019 
    8:00 AM  James E. Marley & Family 
 11:00 AM  Dorothy J. Wittig 

Join us at Stations of the Cross. Pray the Stations of the 
Cross with us every Tuesday this Lent at 7PM in 

Church.  
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Addictions touch many people’s lives. We all 
know someone who is affected by addiction of 
some kind. On the 2nd Friday of each month all 
are invited to gather in the Adoration Chapel at 

9:15 am (after morning Mass) for Rosary.  
Come to pray for a loved one, yourself, or even a 

stranger who is living in the grasp of an addiction. Come 
together to support those in recovery and to pray for 

those struggling with addictions.   
When we come together, great things can happen.  
When we come together to pray the Rosary, even                

greater things can happen. 
The Rosary has the power to impact the lives of our 

loved ones, our communities and our nation.  
Prayer can change everything! Please join us. 

Saint John Bosco’s first annual Golf 
Outing will kick off the Spring            
Season by bringing the Bosco                 

Community together for a mid-day 
round of 18 Holes on                                   

Monday, April 29th at Limekiln Golf Club, starting 
at 10 AM.  Play will be a scramble/shotgun format 

and golfers of all levels and abilities are welcome.  Set 
up your own foursome or we will pair you up.  Cost is 
$60.00.  Paid lunch will follow.   Please complete the 

form and return with your check made payable to 
Saint John Bosco. Registration and payment can be 

dropped in the collection basket or at the Parish                    
Office.  Questions? Contact Dave 215-704-7838 or 

John 215-669-8159.  
  
Yes, I will attend the Golf Outing on April 29th. 
  
 
Name _____________________________________  
 
 
Phone ______________________________  
 
Check total ___________________ 

 We welcome Catholics with Celiac Disease to the 
Table of the Lord. Low-gluten Communion hosts are available 
at all weekend liturgies to those suffering from Celiac Sprue 
disease.  The hosts made by the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetu-
al Adoration in Clyde, MO, contain 0.01% wheat gluten, are  
accepted by the USCCB and are recommended by the journal 
Gluten-Free Living as “perfectly safe” for sufferers of Celiac 
Sprue disease. The Church believes that it is impossible to con-
secrate anything except wheat bread and grape wine. From the 
time that the Lord Jesus took bread and wine and told his  
disciples “Do this in memory of me,” the Roman Catholic 
Church has tried faithfully to fulfill Christ’s command by tak-
ing unleavened bread made from water and wheat flour and 
wine made from grapes for use at the celebration of the Eucha-
rist.  
 

 St. John Bosco Parish is dedicated to working with 
families and family members with gluten intolerance. We have 
developed the following procedure to provide as much protec-
tion as possible for those with Celiac disease.  
 

 St. John Bosco has purchased a pyx specifically for 
the low-gluten hosts.  The pyx and the low-gluten hosts are 
kept in the Vault in the Sacristy. When you arrive for Mass, go 
first to the Sacristy.  Let the Sacristan know that you will need 
a low-gluten host. The Sacristan will make sure that the pyx 
and the low-gluten host is placed on the credence table. The 
pyx will be brought to the altar when it is prepared for the Lit-
urgy of the Eucharist. The low-gluten hosts are consecrated at 
the same time as the regular hosts. When you reach the Presid-
er during the Communion Procession, whisper to him that you 
will need to receive a low-gluten host.  "After Communion, 
remain in church as long as you can to thank Our Lord and ask 
of Him the grace of not dying in mortal sin."  
   
~Saint John Bosco 

Stay connected with College Students with an                       
Easter Card. Parents! Please email us  

sjbadultfaith@saintjohnbosco.org the name and                
address of Young Adults away at college who would 
appreciate an Easter Card from us! We would need all 

addresses by 4/8! Help us stay connected with our 
Young Adults!  

Help us prepare for Easter by volunteering 
to decorate the church on Saturday, 4/20. 

Decorating will include arranging the           
potted flowers in the Sanctuary and in the 

Church. Many hands make light work. So please grab 
a friend and join us at 11 am on 4/20.  

The blessing of Easter food is an                  
important tradition here at SJB.  This 
Catholic ritual has been cherished for 
centuries among many families. It has 

now been adopted by people of all              
ethnic backgrounds who enjoy this rich-

ly symbolic custom. The blessing of the Easter food or 
baskets will take place in Church at 10am on Holy 

Saturday, 4/20 after 9:30 am Morning Prayer. 

Free Blood Pressure Screening at Saint John Bosco 4/27 
and 4/28 before and after Mass in the Usher's 

Room.  No appointment necessary! Keep the Beat.             
Protect your life. Take charge of your health & have 

your blood pressure taken! 

Saint John Bosco presents a free family movie event on 
Friday, 5/3 at 6:00 PM in the Parish Center. Please join us 
for a showing of the outstanding feature film on Ignatius of 
Loyola. This modern and very human take on the story 
of St. Ignatius of Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits, often 
called "The Saint of Second Chances" is an incisive and 

thrilling look at the life of the real man behind the legend. In 
his lifelong quest to become the heroic knight of his                   

fantasies. Ignatius stares death in the face again and again, 
having his leg shattered by a cannonball in battle; driven to 

near suicide by his inner demons; finding himself                  
imprisoned, accused of being an illuminati and finally             

finding his life in the hands of the Inquisition. Through it 
all, he would come to see the hand of God working in his 
life, shaping the self-obsessed sinner into the loyal and             

passionate soldier-saint.                                                              
Please bring your own beverage and snack. 

mailto:sjbadultfaith@saintjohnbosco.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiRgtfX3t_gAhWC_YMKHQsUC34QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fworldartsme.com%2Fchristian-blessings-clipart.html&psig=AOvVaw1dnW_5FBy9u67cayXZZ4pL&ust=1551488353057816
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Our goal is to provide prayer support for the 
men and women of the Saint John Bosco 

community who are serving on active duty 
in the United States Armed Forces. If you 

have a family member or close friend                
serving on active duty who could use our community’s prayer 

support for their health, well-being and safe return, call the 
Parish  Office, 215-672-7280 or                                                     

email sjbadultfaith@saintjohnbosco.org.   
 

Please provide their name, rank and which branch of the ser-
vice they are in so that he or she can be included in a weekly 

prayer list in our bulletin. 

Weekly Happenings From the  
Office of Faith Formation  

“Show me your hands. Do they have scars from giving? 
Show me your feet. Are they wounded in service? Show me 
your heart. Have you left a place for divine love?"  
-Ven. Fulton Sheen 

 

If any families in Family or Traditional PREP have an out-
standing balance, then the family will not be able to register 
for PREP for the upcoming year. Registration for the 2019-
2020 PREP year is open. Family PREP will only have 20 
seats for each Level. Family PREP is based on a first come 
first served basis. Families not parishioners of St. John Bosco 
will NOT be permitted into Family PREP. The late fee of 
$100  went into effect on March 18, 2019. Registration is on 
the website. No Registrations will be taken on Tuesdays after 
3 pm. 
 

First Holy Communion paperwork is now past due. The Fee 
is now $55 and needs to be paid by April 1, 2019, for any 
child making his or her Communion this May.  
 

Confirmation paperwork can be found on the website. The 
registration and fee for any child looking to receive his or her 
Confirmation in the fall of 2019 was due on February 10, 
2019. The fee for Confirmation is now $125. This needs to be 
paid by May 1, 2019, for any child making his or her Confir-
mation in the fall.  
 

There are still Rice Bowls in the Office of Faith Formation. If 
your family would like to participate in the Rice Bowl collec-
tion, please pick up a bowl from the Office. Rice Bowls need 
to be returned on April 14.  
 

The students are preparing for Lent. Some of the levels are 
looking at the practices about why is Lent important to Cath-
olics. This is an important topic. Many of our students are 
looking at ways to deepen their own faith at such an early 
age.  
 

You might have noticed that some of our children are bring-
ing their Mass form to church on Sundays. This form is a 
great way for families to have conversations with their chil-
dren about what the students got out of the Mass. Many of the 
children are also asking the priests for their autographs. This 
form allows the students to focus on their own behavior dur-
ing Mass, what they got out of Mass, and how to improve for 
the next Mass. Many parishioners have been asking me for 
the form. The form is online and called the Mass form.   
 

All classrooms are SNACK FREE. This policy includes wa-
ter bottles and drinks. 
 

Calling all young adults (30+) of the parish: Walking in Faith 
is a group of young adults 30 and up looking to share and 
discuss their faith with others. Please call the Faith Formation 
Office for more information. We have great discussions and 
there is always some fun. Bring a friend. For more infor-
mation visit www.facebook.com/YAwalkinginfaith 
 

April 4 we will be having Praise and Worship at our parish. 
Please attend. It is from 7 to 8 in the church.  
 

May we all have a joyous and blessed week. 
Tess Shore,  
Faith Formation Director  

Update your information.                                                     
Have you moved, changed an email 
address, added a family member, no 
longer have a land line or changed 

phone numbers? Call the Parish Office 
to submit your changes. 

Mass Intentions: What does it mean to have a Mass "offered" 
for someone? An individual may ask a priest to offer a Mass for 
several reasons: for example, in thanksgiving, for the intentions 
of another person (such as on a birthday), or, as is most com-
mon, for the repose of the soul of someone who has died. One 
must never forget the infinite graces that flow from the Sacrifice 
of the Mass which benefit one’s soul.  
 

Pope Leo XIII in his encyclical "Mirae caritatis" (1902) beauti-
fully elaborated this point and emphasized the connection be-
tween the communion of saints with the Mass: "The grace of 
mutual love among the living, strengthened and increased by the 
sacrament of the Eucharist, flows, especially by virtue of the 
Sacrifice [of the Mass], to all who belong to the communion of 
saints." 
 

In his encyclical "Ecclesia de Eucharistia," our beloved late Ho-
ly Father, Pope John Paul II, taught, "In the celebration of the 
Eucharistic Sacrifice, the Church prays that God, the Father of 
mercies, will grant His children the fullness of the Holy Spirit so 
that they may become one body and one spirit in Christ." (No. 
43). 
 

Please keep in mind that the tradition of offering Masses for 
others, particularly the dead, originates in the very early Church.  
 

Given this understanding, we can add some specifics. When a 
priest offers Holy Mass, he has three intentions: First, to offer 
the Mass reverently and validly in accord with the norms of the 
Church. Second, to offer the Mass in union with the whole 
Church and for the good of the whole Church. Third, to offer the 
Mass for a particular intention, such as the repose of the soul of 
someone who has died. 
 

The special personal fruits of the Mass benefit the celebrating 
priest who acts in the person of Christ in offering the Mass and 
to the people who are in attendance and participate in the offer-
ing of the Mass. These fruits are both extensively and intensive-
ly finite, since each of us is finite. Therefore, the more a Mass is 
offered, the more benefit is conferred. 
 

When we face the death of someone, even a person who is not 
Catholic, to have a Mass offered for the repose of his soul and to 
offer our prayers are more beneficial and comforting than any 
other sympathy card or bouquet of flowers. To have a Mass of-
fered on the occasion of a birthday, anniversary or special need 
is appropriate, beneficial and appreciated. 
 

The following are the Masses that are left without an intention 
for 2019. If you like to make an intention(s) for a living or de-
ceased loved one or friend, please come to the parish office. All 
the Masses are 8:45a.m. unless noted otherwise. Please Note 
there is no limit of the Mass intentions.  
Sept 2, Sept 4, Sept 5, Sept 9, Sept 13, Sept 16, Sept 18, Sept 19, 
Sept 20, Sept 22 (8:00a.m), Sept 27, Oct 10, Oct 14, Oct 17,          
Oct 18, Oct 21, Oct 23, Oct 25, Oct 27 (8:00a.m & 11:00a.m) 
Nov 1, Nov 3 (8:00a.m), Nov 7, Nov 11, Nov 18, Nov 19,              
Nov 21, Nov 22, Nov 25, Nov 26, Nov 27, Nov 29 
Dec 4, Dec 5, Dec 6, Dec 9, Dec 11, Dec 12, Dec 15 (8:00a.m), 
Dec 16, Dec 17, Dec 25 (8:00a.m) Dec 30, Dec 31 (8:45a.m) 



 

 118   SJBosco 6 

SJB Parishioners are cordially invited to attend the Chrism Mass on Holy Thursday 
4/18/19 at the Cathedral Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul for the annual blessing of the 

oils.  We will travel on the 7:22 am train from Warminster. We will stop for Breakfast at 
the Corner Bakery. Mass is at 10 am at the Cathedral. (You are responsible for your own 

expenses.) Please let us know if you are able to go by completing the form and dropping it 
at the Parish Center or in the collection basket. 

 

YES, I will go to the Cathedral for the Chrism Mass 
 

Name:__________________________________________ Phone  __________________ 
 

Our parish would like to subscribe to a dynamic online 
platform called FORMED.  Every parishioner would 
have unlimited access to the best Catholic e-books, 

talks, videos and movies on any device, including your 
computer, smartphone and tablet.  With FORMED 

you’ll find video programs that explain the Catholic 
faith, explore the deepest meaning of marriage, receive 
bible studies on a variety of topics and include inspir-

ing audio talks. You’ll find presenters like Bishop 
Robert Barron, Fr. Michael Gaitley, Scott Hahn,     
Edward Sri, Dr. Mary Healey, Tim Gray, Chris 

Stefanik and many more. They would all be a part of 
our parish subscription.  FORMED presents a tremen-
dous opportunity to help the overwhelming majority of 

Catholics change the way they consume media and 
develop a daily habit of faith formation and prayer. It 
truly is the Catholic faith—on demand.  The monies 
collected in the second collection on 3/31 will be put 
towards a one year subscription to FORMED which 
will give our Parishioners access to the truth, beauty 

and meaning of the Catholic faith anytime. Details on 
how you can access this subscription will be                   

announced soon. Thank you for your generosity. 

Remain in My Love is a 3 year Archdiocesan initiative for 
the renewal of marriage and family life. The Archdiocese of                   
Philadelphia is hoping that this new program will reach out 

to couples after their marriage as a continuation of the            
conversation that marriage prep started. We firmly believe 

that healthy marriages strengthen the family; family strengthens the church; 
strengthen the Church and then you can change the world. Each month check 
out the special message posted in this space to help you keep your marriage 

growing in love and joy, with opportunities for enrichment, fellowship, support 
and spiritual formation. Sometimes we forget that we do not walk the road of 

married life alone. The same Holy Spirit that transformed the Apostles fear into 
boldness wants to work in our marriages today. Let us ask the Holy Spirit to in-
tercede for our marriages: Heal our wounds, our strength renew; on our dryness 
pour your dew; wash the stains of guilt away; bend the stubborn heart and will, 
melt the frozen, warm the chill, guide the steps that go astray. On the faithful, 

who adore and confess you; evermore in your sevenfold gift descend; give them 
virtue’s sure reward; give them your salvation, Lord; give them joys that never 

end. For more insights on how to increase joy in your marriage, go to 
www.JoyfulMarriageProject.com.  

Join us on a journey to visit area churches to pray briefly 
together at each church's Repository of the Holy Eucha-
rist.   You, your Family & Friends are invited on a mini 
version of an old-fashioned, traditional Holy Thursday 
Evening Pilgrimage on 4/18. We will depart from SJB at 
8:30PM after praying Night Prayer in Church. We will 
visit 3 local churches and have breakfast at Red Lion 
Diner before returning to Bosco around midnight.  To 
celebrate the Extraordinary Year of Mercy we are offer-
ing a special ticket price of $15 per person (Price in-
cludes bus & meal)!  Grandparents bring your grandchil-
dren. Parents attend with your children. Everyone bring 
your friends. It is a great way to enjoy the fellowship of 
family & friends. All bus reservations are on a FIRST 
COME—FIRST SERVED basis.  Please RSVP by 
4/14/19.  Please drop your reservation along with your 
check payable to Saint John Bosco in the collection bas-
ket or at the Parish Center (Please mark the envelope – 
Holy Thursday Evening Pilgrimage)
***************************  
Yes, I would like to attend the Holy Thursday evening 
Pilgrimage 
  
Family Name: ________________________ 
 
Phone # _______________________  
 

Amount enclosed:_______________ 

In the Bosco Book Club                  
(A Novel Bunch), we’ll be             

reading and discussing newly 
released, highly rated books 

from a wide variety of genres. 
This month we’re reading: THE 

LOST GIRLS OF PARIS 
by Pam Jenoff We will meet on              

MONDAY 4/22/19 at 7:00 
PM  in the Parish Center. Bring a 
dish to share and the beverage of 

your choice.  We'll eat and 
laugh, and at some point discuss 

the book.  Even if you don't          
finish it, come and we'll fill you 
in on the plot.  Mostly we like 

sharing our favorite 
reads.  Happy Reading!                

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjmytXF4s3gAhVk6IMKHWlKC0MQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stanncharlotte.org%2Fhome%2Fresources%2Fformed-org%2F&psig=AOvVaw3W9EMNeL5FlbBop2bnlvZI&ust=1550870917
http://www.joyfulmarriageproject.com/
http://faithfilledfreebies.blogspot.com/2014/04/free-holy-thursday-clip-art-from.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjZr4_E2v3gAhWf8oMKHTgfB60QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsjbhatboro.org%2F%3Ftag%3Dremain-in-my-love&psig=AOvVaw23Hw698lhvLU1ELrcanC1T&ust=1552518035995397
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St. John Bosco Senior Club Lancaster Trip 
Ovation – An AMT Pops Orchestra Experience is a musical masterpiece — a symphon-
ic celebration sure to bring audiences to their feet! From Classical to Pop, the AMT cast 
and orchestra lead audiences on an unforgettable musical journey, all live on stage! Featur-
ing classic tributes to a myriad of music legends like Tony Bennett, Frank Sinatra, and Ella 
Fitzgerald, coupled with modern pop greats such as Michael Bublé and Adele, Ovation 
promises a joy-filled experience for every generation! 

Wednesday, June 5, 2019 

• Leave St. John Bosco parking lot at 11:00 AM 

• Bird-in-Hand Restaurant at 1:00 PM—2:30 PM 

• American Music Theatre at 2:40 PM—4:45 PM 

• Arrive back at St. John Bosco parking lot approximately 7:00 PM 

• $80/ person 

• Please contact Dave at 215-704-7838 if interested. 

Finding Support after the 
Death of a Loved One 

 
Do you feel the need of comfort and 

support caused by the loss of a family member or 
friend? If so, join our support group.                                                                                              

 
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP 

SAINT JOHN BOSCO ROOM  
(back entrance of Parish Center) 

 Sundays, 12:15 – 1:30 pm 
SPRING SUPPORT GROUP – 2019  

April 28 (1) Understanding your feelings and life changes       
  during the grief process 
 

May 5 (2) Strategies to help with Stress and Loneliness 
 

May 19  (3) Our Feelings of Denial, Bargaining, and Guilt 
 

June 2 (4)  Coping with Anger & Depression 
          Helping Children through Grief 
 

June 9 (5)  Spiritual Elements of Grief & Healing 
              The Values of Memories 

 

To register please call: Bernice (215) 443-8439   

We have an amazing opportunity right here at Saint John Bosco in being able to go into our             
Saint Theresa Adoration Chapel Monday through Friday from 8 AM to 7 PM to adore Jesus in 

the Blessed Sacrament. We as Catholics believe in the true presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and He 
is there waiting for us to come and spend time with Him. Shouldn’t it be the other way around? Shouldn’t we be 
waiting for an opportunity to spend time with Him? There are times when no one is present in our chapel when 

the Blessed Sacrament is exposed. Will you sign up as a scheduled adorer for just one hour a week so Our Lord is 
never alone?  Lent is a wonderful time to begin a deeper relationship with our Lord. The spiritual master St. Al-

phonsus Liguori says: “Let it be known that by means of a quarter-hour of prayer in front of the host you will per-
haps gain more than by all other spiritual exercise throughout the whole day.” Imagine then what an hour will do. 
You may wonder what am I supposed to do when I visit Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Do I need to say special 
prayers? The answer is you are there simply to spend time with Jesus. Some people have certain prayers they like 
to say silently, others like to pray a rosary, some like to read from the Bible and mediate on what they just read, or 
you may just want to sit in silence with your friend, Jesus, and open your mind and heart to wherever He is lead-
ing you. To sign up to be a Scheduled Adorer for one hour a week or if you just would like to know more about 

this wonderful opportunity please contact the Adoration Parish Coordinators:  
Mary Cole fromdublin3@gmail.com or Peachy Viviano 215-674-9713. 

Continued from page 2… to receive St. Paul and his companions into her home as her guests. Later, after Paul and Silas 
were released from prison, she again welcomed them into her home to receive encouragement. Her generosity demon-
strates that conversion is a daily process. It consists in being always open to God and responding to the events and chal-
lenges of daily life with generosity, patience, and love. 
 

Our Turn for Conversion 
We are all called to conversion. Sometimes we may hope to receive a sudden, overwhelming experience of light and 
clarity as St. Augustine and St. Paul experienced. Some may even receive such a powerful experience. However, conver-
sion is more than a single event, it is a lifelong journey. We need to open our hearts and minds and view the challenges 
each day brings as daily opportunities to follow Christ. Lent offers us the opportunity to reflect on the mysteries of our 
faith, to focus on penance, prayer, and conversion. During these 40 days, we can spend time in prayer and Scripture. We 
can speak to God in silence and open our hearts to listen to Him. We are all called to recognize the different ways we 
have turned away from God and try to return to Him with all our hearts. Let us all prepare ourselves this Lenten season 
to encounter the Risen Lord on Easter Sunday by opening our hearts to God’s transformative power and receiving Him 
with a humble and open heart.   

mailto:fromdublin3@gmail.com
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The Archdiocese of Philadelphia is 
celebrating an Extraordinary                        

Year of Mission.    
A blessed statue of Saint Paul is           

traveling to the homes of our                       
Parishioners for a week-long visit. The 

statue of Saint Paul will be traveling 
for one year from household to                 

household. You are invited to bring 
the Statue to your home. This is a 

unique opportunity for you to have 
special prayer time. Each day you are asked to say the 

simple devotion which will be provided. Traveling 
devotions help keep prayer and spirituality close to 

home for many. Usually the statue is transferred over 
the weekend at church.  If you would like to host the 
Statue of Saint Paul in your home, please fill out the 

form below.  
You will be contacted with detailed information.  

Should you have any questions or would like more 
information, please contact the rotation  

coordinator at 215-669-8159.  
 Yes, I would like to host the Statue of Saint Paul.  
  
 
Family Name: ___________________________  
 
Email Address: _________________________ 

We would like to pray for those couples in our Parish Family celebrating a wedding anniversary. 
Send us your Anniversary. Please include the names of the spouses, wedding date and number of 

years. Please email to sjbadultfaith@saintjohnbosco.org or complete the form and drop in the 
collection basket. Names will be listed in the Sunday bulletin by month during 2019.                     

Saint Louis and Zelie Martin pray for us.  
 
Names: __________________________________________________________________  
 
Wedding Date___________________________ Number of years married___________ 

 
Craft Like Crazy is a group that gets together on 
Thursday mornings to craft, create, chat, teach and 

learn, share and get inspired. All are invited to join us 
from 9:30-11:30 in the Parish Center. No experience 
necessary. There is something about crafting with your 

friends that is not only fun, but very fulfilling. 

Join us to pray the Rosary on Monday nights during 
Lent. (4/1, 4/8, ) We will meet at 6:45 pm in the  Adora-

tion Chapel.  The Holy Rosary is one of the best known of 
all Catholic devotions. We will meditate on the Sorrowful 
Mysteries.  "Where two or three are gathered together in 

My Name, there am I in their midst." 

Please join us for our annual 
Bucket Brigade for cleaning of 

the Church Pews on Wednesday 
4/3/19 after morning Mass and/or 
at 6:30 pm that evening. Please 

bring your bucket and cloth. 
Cleaning supplies will be supplied. Many hands 

make light work.  Thank you. 

It's WHO AM I TIME at Saint John Bosco.                  
WHO AM I facts are posted on the Bosco                 

Facebook Page every Wednesday!   

Details and characteristics about a different Saint will 
be posted each week! You must figure out who the 
Saint is from the clues given. Each week we will 
choose a random correct answer. The winner will            

receive a Progressive 50/50 ticket! The grand prize 
will be drawn on 9/21 - the last night of the Fall                 

Festival! Be sure to like us on Facebook! We hope that 
everyone will join in on the fun.  

Congratulations to the week 2 winner in our WHO 
AM I contest – John Saile.  

Where are you going on               
vacation this season? Join the 

Church Bulletin Contest! 
Bring back the Parish Bulletin 
from the church in the area that 
you are visiting. When you get 

home, drop the bulletin at the Parish Center no later 
than 9/15. Please note your name, phone number & 

email address on the bulletin! A prize will be         
awarded in September to the family who has the           

bulletin from the farthest point!                  
Happy Travels! 

"I will crochet while at home, I can crochet while I 
roam. I will crochet in the car. I can crochet near or 

far. I will crochet here or there. I can crochet                  
ANYWHERE." Help us with our Granny Square 

Challenge.  Volunteers are needed to crochet Granny 
Squares! The yarn and the directions will be provid-

ed.  Please return completed squares no later than 
7/31. The granny squares will be assembled into a 

beautiful afghan which will be chanced off at the Fam-
ily Fall Festival in September.  If you can help, please 

call Janet 215-718-7841.  

mailto:sjbadultfaith@saintjohnbosco.org
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi5v96U0LzgAhXv1uAKHcMBD9gQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kisspng.com%2Fpng-cleaning-bucket-maid-service-cleaner-clip-art-wash-5755077%2F&psig=AOvVaw2y-aLztelQy
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjzwZ6mh87gAhUDVt8KHeWMBncQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fenjoy-vacation-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw23Z2otN4N_N-ffWEH3lHku&ust=1550880768399603
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During this Extraordinary Year of Mission, Saint John Bosco is honoring St. Paul in a special way.  St. Paul 
– Ambassador for Christ! He was known by a different name before he became a follower of Jesus. He was raised 
in the Jewish faith. He was part of a group that persecuted and arrested Christians for their beliefs. He was blinded 
by a bright light. After his Baptism, he became a missionary and taught others about Jesus. He was shipwrecked 
on a journey to Rome. His letters about living the Christian life are found in the Bible & we often hear them at 
Mass. He was the most fanatical persecutor of the Christians and became the most successful Apostle. On this 

special extraordinary year, take time to reflect upon St. Paul’s life and writings.  Nearly, 2000 years later, St. Paul 
continues to teach us the rules of the road – how Christ, our merciful Savior, stands ever ready to meet us way 
more than halfway so that we may come to know Him and to have Him be our Guide through all of life’s jour-

neys. Like St. Paul, we are called to know the Lord, to be His chosen instruments and to bear His name before the 
world. Saint Paul, Apostle, Martyr, Mystic and Missionary, pray for us! 

The Scrutinies and the Meaning of Lent  
   

 Varied sights and sounds present and reinforce the Season of Lent. Ashes signal Lent’s beginning.              
Communal fasting and abstaining from food mark a number of Lenten days. Devotions such as Stations of the 
Cross and other Lenten prayers focus mind, heart and body on Jesus’ Passion and Death. The absence of the          
Gloria and the Alleluia at Mass together with hymns such as The Glory of These Days attune our hearts to listen 
more attentively to God’s Word. Grace-enabled resolutions to sacrifice along with acts of mortification help to 
detach us from all that is unnecessary to receive all that is necessary for life as a conscious, committed disciple of 
Jesus in His Catholic Church. Yet all of these are incomplete for a parish without the Rites that characterize Lent 
as a period of intense purification and enlightenment.  
             
 A person’s journey that has drawn her or him to inquire about the good things of our Lord gently stirred 
the Gift of Faith to the point of listening to the Word of God as a catechumen.* In listening to the Word, the               
catechumen discovered and was attracted to the Word-made-flesh, Jesus, Who offers water to satisfy the thirst for 
an eternity of Divine life and love with Father, Himself as Son and Holy Spirit in the Communion of Saints (Third 
Sunday of Lent). Gratefully and humbly, the catechumen accepted the gift and invitation to be elected,** to           
permit his or her life to be immersed in and configured more intensely to Jesus Who is Light shining in the                    
darkness of chaos, confusion, uncertainty and sin (Fourth Sunday of Lent). He Who is Light leads the way and 
reveals true life, for Jesus is Life (Fifth Sunday of Lent). The journey to Jesus’ Resurrection in Baptism-
Confirmation-Holy Eucharist is the pivotal sight and sound of Lent for all: Elect and Faithful. In fact, all                       
penitential aspects and practices of Lent make sense only within a Baptismal context – Initiation for the Elect,                 
renewal of Baptismal Promises at Easter for the Faithful. This point comes into sharper focus with the celebrations 
of the Scrutinies on the Third, Fourth and Fifth Sundays of Lent. “The Scrutinies are Rites for self-searching and 
repentance and have above all a spiritual purpose. The Scrutinies are meant to uncover, then heal all that is weak, 
defective or sinful in the hearts of the Elect; to bring out, then strengthen all that is upright, strong and good (Rite 
of Christian Initiation of Adults, 141).” Whether one is a ‘cradle Catholic’ or one who is numbered among the 
Elect, the Rites are to be celebrated “in such a way that the faithful in the assembly will also derive benefit from 
the Liturgy of the Scrutinies and join in intercessions for the Elect. (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, 145).” 
In other words, these Rites have benefit for all of us: the Elect and the Faithful. The Scrutinies serve to remind us 
that sin is real and all are in need of a spirit of repentance so that we can share in Jesus’ victory over sin. As                
sharers in His victory, our identity as a child of God is renewed and we rise with Jesus to an entirely new way of 
living in the Easter celebration of His glorious Resurrection.  
 

———————  
 
*A catechumen is a person who has reached the age of reason and is not baptized. This person               
becomes a catechumen when she or he chooses freely to be formed in the Catholic Church as a           
disciple of Jesus Christ by listening to His Sacred Word and participating in the prayer life of the 
Church. When the Church accepts the person’s decision, a sponsor is appointed by the pastor and 
the person is enrolled in the Order of Catechumen.   
 
**An elect is a person whose journey as a catechumen has reached the point of being chosen or being elected to 
receive the Easter Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and the Most Holy Body and Blood of Jesus at the Easter 
Vigil. The Rite of Election is celebrated by the bishop who relies on the testimony of a sponsor that a catechumen 
is formed sufficiently for the Sacraments of Initiation. On 9 March 2019, Archbishop Chaput celebrated 1 of 3 
Rites of Election in the Cathedral-Basilica of Saints Peter and Paul and elected 4 of our parishioners to Baptism, 
Confirmation and the Most Holy Eucharist at this year’s Easter Vigil. 
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Here’s a SLICE OF NEWS! Looking for a 
great way to feed your family on Fridays 
during Lent? Please join us in supporting 
SJB at LaBella Italian Delight Pizzeria. 

(485 E County Line Road, Hatboro, Warminster). The 
restaurant will donate a % of their sales to our Parish 
every Friday through the Lenten Season. You only 
need to mention Saint John Bosco when you place 

your order. There are many tasty meatless menu items 
to choose from! Eat in or Take Out from 11am-9pm 

on 4/5, 4/12 and 4/19! Thank you for your              
continued support!  

   Join us at Daily Weekday Mass – Why 
not start the day with Mass at 8:45am? 

Remember the benefits you receive from 
Holy Mass. Praising God should be the 

most important event of our day.                          
Receiving our Lord first thing in the morning prepares 

us for whatever the day may bring.  

Registration Weekend                                                                       

 

We invite you to belong to our Saint John Bosco Par-
ish Family. We would love to meet you and would be 

very happy to have new Parishioners register with 
us.  If you are looking to become a new Parishioner, 

registration is made easy! New Parishioners can regis-
ter on Registration Weekend 4/6 and 4/7 after all the 
Masses. Tables will be set up under the tent (weather 
permitting).  Several volunteers will be there to greet 
you & answer any questions you may have about Par-

ish Life. Registered Parishioners receive all parish 
mailings.  Registration in the parish is a declaration of 
your desire to be a part of the Catholic community and 

to make a commitment to the life of the parish. We 
await the opportunity to share our faith, activities and 

fellowship with you! We look forward to counting you 
among the members of our Saint John Parish Family. 

Volunteer Judge needed for the Festival Coloring 
Contest! This Art Work will help us decorate our           

Parish Center for the Fall Festival. The Coloring Page 
will be posted in the Sunday Bulletin.                                 

Job Responsibilities: Entries will be judged by the 
“Captain” based on creativity, coloring skill and         

overall artistic ability according to that age range. Vol-
unteering is a fun and easy way to explore new inter-

ests. Maybe you would like to try something new, find 
something to do with your spare time…consider vol-

unteering to be the judge of the Coloring               
Contest.  Please contact Janet 215-718-7841                          

for details. 

Lent Tradition #5 
 

Observing Lent in your family doesn’t have to be 
hard or complicated. Each week of Lent we will post 

a Lenten Tradition! Hopefully you will find these    
ideas helpful as you seek to make the most out of this 
Lenten  season.  God can and will do glorious things 

in your life if you let Him! 
 

Pretzels for Lent. Pretzels originated in Europe during 
the Middle Ages. A monk was making unleavened 
bread for Lent with flour and water because eggs, 

milk and lard were not consumed as part of the     
Lenten fast. He twisted some of the dough into the 

shape of people praying with both arms folded across 
their chests. He decided it would be a perfect treat for 
children learning to say their prayers. He called the 

treats pretiola, the Latin word for "little reward."    
Incorporating pretzels into our Lenten program is a 

wonderful and appropriate devotion. The pretzel     
being symbolic of prayer and penance is a small but 

powerful instrument in bringing families to God. 

The Holy Name Society is sponsoring a trip 
to see the Trenton Thunder versus Reading 
Fightin Phils in Trenton on  August 31st at 
7:00.  Tickets are $9 per person.  Please 

contact Stephen @ stevemcd97@gmail.com for                 
tickets.  My phone number for any questions is  

215-682-9702.  Ticket orders must be in by July 29th.  

You are invited to attend to the Annual Men’s Retreat! Join us for an uplifting evening experience! Come and be 
challenged in your spiritual, family, personal and professional life! Retreat Master: Father Linus Nangwele!        

Father Linus will lead us in discussions that will help each of us to deepen our faith in God. Discussions with 
Confession will be key parts of the evening. Father has a way of making a point that will stay with you. He will 

leave us with powerful reasons to have FAITH “forward all issues to heaven.” His smile is infectious. For a 
change of pace, hearty appetizers will be served from 6:00-6:30pm during fellowship. BYO liquid refreshment. 
Bring a friend – Register early.   Drop the completed form along with your payment  in the collection basket. 

Questions? Contact 215-669-8159. 
 ****************************************************************************** 
_____ Yes, I would like to attend the Men’s Retreat from 6:00-9:00 on 4/26/19 
  
Please make check payable to St. John Bosco  / $20.00 per person 
  
Name: ______________________________________ Phone _____________________ 

mailto:stevemcd97@gmail.com

