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ARRANGING BAPTISM   
 

Baptism First (Spanish) and Last (English)  
Sundays each month.  Call Parish Office to  
arrange.  Before date is confirmed, parents must 
have/obtain:  

•  Registration in SJB Parish: Family from another 
parish must obtain written permission from “home” 
parish for Baptism at SJB.  
• Certificate of Eligibility to Serve as Sponsor:  
Each Catholic Sponsor (1 required; 2 preferred) must 
obtain Certificate of Eligibility from “home” parish. 
Parishes generally do not issue certificates to persons 
not  already registered nor to persons who left the  
parish more than 6 months previously.   

• Letter from Pastor for Christian Witness:    
One baptized non-Catholic may serve as a Christian  
Witness and must present Letter of Good Standing 
from current Christian pastor.  A Catholic not eligible 
to Sponsor may not be Christian Witness.   

 

 

ARRANGING MARRIAGE   
Wedding Planning begins with engaged couple’s 
meeting a parish priest here at least six (6) months 
before desired wedding date.  Please do not make  
financial commitments before confirming church 
date/time. If a member of the couple was previously 
married, a Declaration of Nullity (Annulment) of the 
prior marriage may be necessary. Please contact  
parish priest for detailed information. 
 

Marriage Convalidation  Couples in a civil or non-
Catholic religious union without our Church’s explicit 
permission are not in a valid Catholic marriage.  They 
cannot receive other sacraments or serve as Catholic 
Sponsors for Baptism and Confirmation.  This  
situation often is easily remedied by “convalidation”, 
a simple ceremony popularly called “getting a mar-
riage blessed”.  Call Parish Office to arrange.   
 

Are you getting married at Saint John Bosco?   
Will you need an easy-to-follow wedding program 
template? You can find these templates on the SJB 
Website! The wedding program templates have a 
basic ceremony structure in them as well as details 
about you, your groom & your bridal party. You'll 
just need to go in & change the details to reflect your 
special day. Use them as a guide & add your own spin 
to make your day truly personal. The templates for 
half fold are easy to use for simple wedding  
programs. 

 
 
 

 

Saint John Bosco  
Roman Catholic Church 

Parish Center Office 
215 E. County Line Road 

Hatboro, PA 19040 

Tel. (215) 672-7280       
 Faith Formation Office (PREP)  Tel.  267-803-0774. 

PREP@saintjohnbosco.org                                             
St. Vincent de Paul Society  Tel. 215-882-2707. 

Staff 
Rev. Gary J. Kramer, Pastor  
Rev. Mark J. Hunt, Resident/ 

Holy Family University  
Deacon Daniel J. Rouse, Financial Administrator 

Mrs. Diane Falchetta, Secretary 
Mrs. Jeanne Eichorn, Secretary 

Mrs. Lisa Quaranto, Music Director   
Mrs. Janet Shepherd, Bulletin Editor  

 
Office Hours  

Mass Cards/Mail/Messages/Documents/Facility 
Keys are available only during open Office Hours.  
Monday– Thursday:   9:00 AM to 12:00 PM,          
1:00 PM to 8:00 PM  
Friday: 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM &                                    
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 
Saturday/Sunday: Closed.     
(no evening hours during the Fall Festival) 

Schedule of Religious Services 
Sunday  Saturday Eve. Vigil Masses:  
                 4:00 PM (English); 7:00 PM (Spanish) 
                Sunday Morning Masses: 8 AM & 11 AM  
Monday Rosary before morning Mass 
       Holy Mass: 8:45 AM 
       Miraculous Medal Novena after morning Mass  
Tues. -Fri.  Holy Mass: 8:45 AM  
Saturday        Confession: 3-3:30 PM  
                         Rosary: before 4 PM Vigil Mass 

 
FORMED custom registration 

URL: sjbhatboro.formed.org; Parish Code MGMSJB  

On the SJB Website, you can find a template document in  
Microsoft Word format for creating a booklet for a Roman  

Catholic Funeral Mass at Saint John Bosco Church. You’ll need 
to go in & change the details. Customizing your template is fast 
& easy. This is a traditional type of program distributed at the 
Funeral Mass. Try our program template for minimal effort & 

work yet producing a professional booklet. The important thing 
is to have one made so it can serve as a guide for everyone. 

Looking for a Mass while traveling or                                
vacationing?  You can find a Catholic Church           

by going to Masstimes.org 

http://sjbhatboro.formed.org/
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Maybe you’ve always received compliments about your 
handwriting or practiced calligraphy as a hobby over 
the years. The time may be right for you to use those 
skills. We are looking for a volunteer to work on a 

unique project for Confirmation. If interested, please 
contact the PREP Office at PREP@saintjohnbosco.org 

for more information. 

Free Blood Pressure Screening at the Saint John 
Bosco Fall Festival on 9/20 and 9/21 from 6-8pm in 

the main lobby of the Parish Center.   
 

No appointment necessary! Keep the Beat. Protect 
your life. Take charge of your health & have your 

blood pressure taken! 

Contemplative Prayer Retreat: 

This retreat is intended for those interested in a contemplative prayer           experience. First-timers as 
well as those who are familiar and experienced with this type of retreat are all welcomed. Our time will 
be filled with prayer experiences, quiet personal time, special liturgies and    daily Eucharist. Cost $155 
per person;  includes meals, room and program. Details: 9/23-9/26 at the Marianist Family Retreat Cen-

ter, Cape May Point. For more information  please contact 609-884-3829. 

Sunday, September 15, 2019  
24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

The Fall Festival 
 

As the pastor of this wonderful parish I want to invite all of our parishioners and                  
friends to our Fall Festival, that we will be having this coming week.  There will be 
something for everyone and this is a time for all of us to come together and enjoy                  

each other’s company. 
 

Great rides, raffle prizes, fun games, and delicious food for your enjoyment. 
 

Many thanks to all who have prepared for this festival.  They spent many hours in meet-
ings and labor preparing for this important event and for this I thank you. 

 
Let us come together as friends and family and support this wonderful festival. 

 
SEE YOU THERE!!! 

mailto:PREP@saintjohnbosco.org


 

 

Joseph Allard 
Patricia Ambrose 

Joseph Berardi  
Dave Berry 

Joseph Campbell 
Joseph Casey 
Josh Chattley  
Dee Conner 

Robert Conrad 
Marianne R. Costello 
Linda Cunningham 
Louise D’Agostino 

Ellen Dardis 
Gloria Donneys 

Lois Dudley 
Marie Gonzalez 
Donna Graeber 
Frances Harkins 

Anna Hessler 
Lilly Ibbotson 

Bryce Ingraham 
Chris Ingraham 

Jayden Ingraham 
Tim Keebler 

William Keyes 
James Kirkpatrick 

Edgar Langdon 

Alona McCloskey 
Lucas McCrea 

Colleen T. McPeak  
Nichole Miller 

Henry Mulroney 
John Murphy 
Francis Nulty 

Ryan Palm 
Joseph Peppelman 

Dorothy Petrun 
Chip Randa 

Allan Rhodes 
George Roesser 

Anna Rose 
Meg Rost 

Catherine Sarsfield 
Michael Slater 

Sun Soon  
Felicia Soto 

Linda Nye Tooles 
Ronald Tull 

Mary Vincelli 
Frank Waltrich 
Marie Weniger 
Jason Wilkins 
Lorraine Wine 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK AND INFIRM  
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Please Pray for Our Faithful Departed 
whose Funeral Masses were celebrated  

in our Parish- 
 

 
Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine upon them.  May 
their souls and all the souls of the Faithful Departed 

through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Please submit items for Bulletin Sun. issue dates (left)  

   by 12 noon on submission dates (right):  

  Oct         6…………………………….Mon., Sept  16 

  Oct        13……………………………Mon., Sept  23 

  Oct        20……………………………Mon., Sept  30    
 

Please send info./questions to Bulletin Editor at  
Parish Ctr.  Email Bulletined@saintjohnbosco.org. 

Adoration Chapel  
Mon.: after 8:45 am Mass to 7 pm.  

Tues. to Fri.: 8 am to 7 pm.   

Sat. & Sun. Closed.  The chapel is closed 
on weekends for security reasons.  Please 

do not try to  enter the Church outside of these hours.  
Prayer Intention Candles (2) burn all week 
alongside Blessed Sacrament when Chapel is open. 
This week the candles represent these intentions: 

                                                                       
How We List: Just send your name with intention &         

offering to ADORATION CANDLE c/o Parish Center. 
Please name one Person, Couple (engaged or married),   
Family, Group per request. Candles are available for 

living or dec’d.  Offering: $ 15.  

St. Vincent de Paul.  Call Parish SVdP Tel. 215-882-2707 
to: request assistance, volunteer, or donate.  

Food Pantry at SJB is in need of the following items: 
coffee, tea, peanut  butter, jelly, pancake mix and               

syrup, cereal, canned fruit, juices, cranberry sauce, 
stuffing mix, sweet potatoes, corn and green beans, 

laundry detergent, liquid dish soap and personal 
grooming items such as shampoo, bath soap, toothpaste 

and toilet paper. 

Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in 
you will be glad and forever will shout for joy. Protect 

these soldiers as they discharge their duties. Protect 
them with the shield of your strength and keep them 
safe from all evil and harm. May the power of your 

love enable them to return home in safety, that with all 
who love them, they may ever praise you for 

your loving care. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Please keep the following military in your prayers: 

Hector Guillermo Torres Carbo – Army – E3 
Maya Medrano—Airforce—Military Police - E-3 

Tyler Palmentera—Navy– E5 
Noe Argenis Reyes – Marines – Air Traffic Controller – E3 

Captain Vincent McPeak - USAF 
Captain Emily  Bohnenkamp -USAF 

If you travel for work or pleasure, you occasionally miss 
out on notifications, announcements & other  various 
things with your parish here at Saint John Bosco. Our  

Parish is working on many things to help you stay  
connected to your parish & your faith no  matter where 

you are. Take out your smartphones, connect to                                   
FACEBOOK, go to Saint John Bosco Parish and hit 

“like”. Keep up with the latest news! We also keep you 
posted on new information and upcoming Bosco events! 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

9/16  MON.       8:45 AM  Anthony Scarcelli 
9/17  TUES.      8:45 AM  Francis Delaney 
9/18  WED.       8:45 AM  Raymond Ramanheim 
9/19  THURS.   8:45 AM  Anthony Scarcelli 
9/20  FRI.          8:45 AM  Eleanor Tonelli 
 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 2019 
               4:00 PM  Francis Corcoran 
   7:00 PM  Pro Populo (For the People) 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 2019 
    8:00 AM  William Brown 
 11:00 AM  George J. Mills 
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Are you hungry?  How would you like to have a  gourmet 
dinner at the exclusive Saint John Bosco Rectory? If you 

are the lucky winner of this Fund  Raiser, you would win 
dinner for six adults at the SJB Rectory with Father Kramer! 
A delicious Italian meal will be prepared.  Just imagine how 

much fun it will be for you and your guests to be seated in the 
festive rectory dining room and be treated like royalty! It’s 
sure to be a spectacular evening!  The dinner date will be 

determined by the Winner and our Pastor, Father                    
Kramer.  (An evening in December would be preferred.)  The 

Winner will be announced after the morning Mass on 
Thanksgiving Day. These are exciting times for Saint John 
Bosco Parish.  We are confident we can count on your sup-

port. Tickets are $5 each/ 6 for $20.00.  Take several chances 
to sample some of Hatboro's finest cuisine!  

Our annual Fall Festival will be held 9/17 - 9/21! Be sure 
to join us as we celebrate the Extraordinary Year of Mission 
with  games, music, great food, desserts and so much more! 
The SJB Festival will have an abundance of events sure to 

fit your definition of fun and make your September                          
exceptional. Get ready to discover what makes the SJB   
Festival such a captivating place for a perfect getaway.  
Only 2 days until the Fall Festival opens at Saint John 

Bosco! See you at the Fest! 

The transition from summer into fall isn't always an easy one. 
No matter how much we love fall; it's hard to say goodbye to 

the long days of summer. There is one way to make this 
change a little sweeter & that is with the help of candy ap-

ples, or better yet, a caramel apple bar. With various topping 
& dipping options; a caramel apple bar not only means you 

can make your own very own candy apple to your liking, but 
it also means you can try so many different candy apple vari-
ations all in one sitting. It's the easiest way to get really crea-

tive with your dessert. Take time to check out the                         
Caramel Apple Bar at the Fall Festival! 

Once upon a book club...In the Bosco Book Club (A Novel Bunch), 
we'll be reading & discussing newly released, highly rated books from 
a wide variety of genres. This month we're reading: Defending Jacob 
by William Landay. We will meet on Monday 10/7/19 at 7:15 PM  in 

the Parish Center. Bring a dish to share & the beverage of your 
choice.  We'll eat & laugh & at some point discuss the book.  Even if 

you don't finish it, come & we'll fill you in on the plot.  Mostly we like 
sharing our favorite reads.  Happy Reading! Hope to see you at our 

next Get Together! 

From the PREP Office:                                                   
“What really matters in life is that we are loved by 
Christ and that we love Him in return. In compari-
son to the love of Jesus, everything else is second-
ary. And, without the love of Jesus, everything is 
useless.” ~Saint John Paul II 
 

 As we prepare to begin this new year of Faith 
Formation, please be assured that the staff at St John 
Bosco and the PREP Catechists are dedicated to helping 
your children grow in our Catholic faith and draw clos-
er to God. As parents, you are the primary educators of 
your children and are their best teachers in the faith. 
Your children learn the most from the example you set 
when you pray together and actively participate in Mass 
and the Sacraments as a family. Here are a few Septem-
ber Activities for Catholic Families! Decorate wooden 
or paper letters spelling out MARY. Be as colorful and 
creative as you want to celebrate the Most Holy Name 
of Mary. Jesus is the Bread of Life. Pick out your favor-
ite bread recipe and have your children help you make 
it. Be a peacemaker. Do something nice for someone 
that you sometimes argue with. The feast day of St. 
Wenceslaus is 9/28.   Look around your room, house, or 
pantry for items or food to donate to the less fortunate. 
The feast day of St. Vincent de Paul is 9/27.   
 PREP Classes start on Monday, 9/30 & Tues-
day, 10/1! We are unable to accept any registrations on 
the first night of classes! 
 Enjoy these last few days of Autumn! If you 
have any questions, please contact the PREP office! We 
are grateful for the opportunity to journey with your 
children as they grow into a deeper relationship with 
Christ and a greater understanding of the gift of our 
Catholic faith! 

Addictions touch many people’s lives. We all know someone who 
is affected by addiction of some kind. On the 2nd Friday of each 
month all are invited to gather in the Adoration Chapel at 9:15 
am for Rosary. Come to pray for a loved one, yourself, or even a 
stranger who is living in the grasp of an addiction. Come together 
to support those in recovery and to pray for those struggling with 

addictions.  Prayer can change everything! Please join us. 

We welcome Catholics with Celiac Disease to the Table of 
the Lord. Low-gluten Communion hosts are available at all 
weekend liturgies to those suffering from Celiac Sprue dis-
ease. When you arrive for Mass, go to the Sacristy. Let the 
Sacristan know that you will need a low-gluten host. The 
low-gluten hosts are consecrated at the same time as the 

regular hosts. When you reach the Presider during the Com-
munion Procession, whisper to him that you will need to              

receive a low-gluten host. 

There are only a few things tastier than a  homemade cake … so 
we are having a CAKE RAFFLE at the Fall Festival. Each night a                       

delicious custom cake will be chanced off at the Sweet Shoppe! 
The winner will be drawn at 9pm.  Winner must be present to win! 

Purchase your raffle tickets any night! You could be the lucky 
winner of a delectable dessert! Chances $1.00 / 6 for $5.00! 

Registration for the Catechist Convocation (Miracles: Manifestations of God’s Transcendent Love for us) 11/9 is 
now open!  Registration will be conducted online.  A credit card will be needed to complete the registration.  If 

you have more than one person to register, you will have the option to add another registrant when you have 
reached the Thank You page.  Please be certain to hit the Complete Transaction button.  This will process the   
registration and send you a confirmation email.  (the person paying receives the email).  As you know this is a 
very popular event and often sells out.  Registration will close when we have reached our maximum.  Although 

the registration fee is non- refundable, it is transferable to another person if there is an emergency. Detailed                       
information can be found at phillyocf.org 

http://phillyocf.org/
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Update your information. Have you 
moved, changed an email                    

address, added a family member, no 
longer have a land line or changed 

phone numbers? Call the Parish                
Office to submit your changes. 

We have an amazing opportunity right here at Saint John Bosco in being able to go into our Saint Theresa 
Adoration Chapel Monday through Friday from 8 AM to 7 PM to adore Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament.  

 
We as Catholics believe in the true presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and He is there waiting for us to 

come and spend time with Him. Shouldn’t it be the other way around? Shouldn’t we be waiting for an opportuni-
ty to spend time with Him? There are times when no one is present in our chapel when the Blessed Sacrament is 
exposed. Will you sign up as a scheduled adorer for just one hour a week so Our Lord is never alone?  Lent is a 
wonderful time to begin a deeper relationship with our Lord. The spiritual master St. Alphonsus Liguori says: 

“Let it be known that by means of a quarter-hour of prayer in front of the host you will perhaps gain more than by 
all other spiritual exercise throughout the whole day.” Imagine then what an hour will do. You may wonder what 
am I supposed to do when I visit Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Do I need to say special prayers? The answer is 
you are there simply to spend time with Jesus. Some people have certain prayers they like to say silently, others 

like to pray a rosary, some like to read from the Bible and mediate on what they just read, or you may just want to 
sit in silence with your friend, Jesus, and open your mind and heart to wherever He is leading you. To sign up to 
be a Scheduled Adorer for one hour a week or if you just would like to know more about this wonderful oppor-

tunity please contact the Adoration Parish Coordinators: Mary Cole fromdublin3@gmail.com or                                 
Peachy Viviano 215-674-9713. 

Did you know that 30 pounds of pennies is equal to 
$50? Pennies are coins that are generally overlooked 
& underused.  Join us in our Pennies from Heaven 
campaign. Bring your pennies (and other loose 

change) to the Fall Festival. Help us win the chal-
lenge & fill the jars. All monies will be used for Festi-
val Entertainment! A penny saved is a penny raised.  

Get out the recipe box and start your ovens! The Fall    
Festival Sweet Shoppe is in need of donations of 
Baked Goods.  Support this Fun Event by bringing 
cupcakes,  cookies, pies, brownies, chocolate covered 
pretzels or anything fun to eat.  Not a baker but would 
still like to help out? Please consider donating a few 
homemade jar mixes along with the recipe...to make 
cookies, chili, soups, brownies etc.  The popularity of 
mason jar mixes is taking the country by storm! Food 
Items can be dropped off at the Sweet Shoppe Booth 
on the Midway any night of the Fall Festival.  Please 
fill out the form below and drop in the  collection bas-
ket. Info? Please contact Mary  
fromdublin3@gmail.com. 
 

Yes, I can bake for the Fall Festival Sweet Shoppe. 
 
Name: ___________________________________ 
 
Phone # ___________________  

Each child enrolled in Saint John Bosco PREP, should   
complete Mass Reflection Forms. This activity                  

provides an opportunity to deepen our awareness of and 
appreciation for the Mass and to take a closer look at 

what we are doing when we gather for Mass on Sunday 
and the ways each of us participate. Regular attendance 

at Mass and daily prayer are necessary to the                   
development of your child’s faith formation and is         

expected of all children.  Make it a family                          
activity!  We ask that you help your child fill out the 

Mass Reflection Form (after Mass, not during Mass) by 
sharing thoughts about the questions. It is okay and sug-
gested that parents and siblings get in on it!  The forms 
can be found on the Bosco Website. But remember to 

allow your child to do the work. Please place completed 
forms in the basket in the main lobby of Church.           

Thank you. 

A Festival  GIVING TREE is in the Main Lobby of 
Church. There are tags for condiments, soda,         

water, utensils, paper products etc. all to defray the 
cost associated with the Festival.  Please take a tag 

from the tree and return the item (along with the tag) 
as soon as possible by placing it under the tree. Thank 

you for all your donations. 

Thank you for your interest in Saint John 
Bosco’s  Parish Religious Education Program! PREP 
registration is required each year for all students, even 
those previously enrolled. Registration is not complete 

until tuition is paid in full. Our fall PREP session            
begins on 9/30 and 10/1. SJB PREP serves families 
who are registered members of our parish. If you are 

not a registered parishioner, kindly complete your  
parish registration before registering for PREP. We 

cannot process PREP registrations for non-
parishioners. We look forward to welcoming your 

child to our Religious Education Program! 

Hmmm… what’s in the safe?  CRACK THE SAFE is our 
newest addition to the Kids’ Korner Booth at the Fall               

Festival! The player who guesses the code wins the prize 
inside the safe! The bell will ring to announce we have a 

winner! The code will be reset after someone wins, so you 
can play several times   during Festival week!                                

The fun is sure to be endless! 

mailto:fromdublin3@gmail.com
mailto:fromdublin3@gmail.com
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Attention Crafters and Vendors                              
We would like the Vendor Show at the Festival, which 
is open to all community Crafters and Vendors, to be 

the biggest and best ever.  You are invited to                              
participate in this major Warminster / Hatboro event, 
so mark your calendars.  Vendor applications are now 

available for the Bosco Fall Festival. As one of the 
premier Festivals in the community, the Family Fun 
Festival at Bosco attracts a diverse, family-friendly 
crowd. Join the excitement as a vendor!  If you are 

interested in renting a space at our Event please                 
contact us. For quick and easy answers and/or a copy 

of the registration form please email                             
sjbadultfaith@saintjohnbosco.org.  

Our annual SJB Fall Festival will be held 9/17 - 9/21 . 
There will be plenty of games to play, with prizes to win. 

We could use your help to make this event a success. 
Please don't return those "extra" gifts that you have re-

ceived. If you have any unopened presents that you 
would like to donate to be used as prizes, we would 

greatly appreciate your contribution. Please drop off all 
prize donations to the ushers room or the parish cen-
ter before Monday, 9/16. Please mark FESTIVAL on 

all bags or boxes.                  

                                                                                                                             
While you are waiting for dinner in Divine Dining or just need some quiet time to de-stress and unwind, 
join us in the cafeteria during Festival week for some family coloring. A coloring mural and supplies 
will be set up on a table. Even if you don’t consider yourself the “creative type” stop by, meet some new 
people and have some fun creating a magnificent mural with the Bosco Community. This fun activity is 
something that many people can complete together and it becomes something for everyone to admire! A 

picture of the completed project will be posted on the Bosco Website and Bosco Facebook Page.  

There is no charge to participate! You will want to be a part of this unique group activity.  

Here is your chance to let America's military community 
know how much you appreciate all that they have sacri-
ficed in order to keep our country safe. We will have a 

table set up in the cafeteria during the Festival week with 
Christmas Cards. Please stop by & sign a card.  Show 

your appreciation to our U.S. Military Men & Wom-
en for their sacrifices, dedication & service to our 
country! Cards are only $1.00. We will take care of 

mailing them before the holidays.  It will bring joy to our 
troops that will last a lifetime.  

Please stop by the table in the main Vestibule of our Church                 
during September and check out the Classic Paper Prayer Chain 
Garland. Each strip has a blank side for you to write your prayer 
intentions. Submit prayer requests to Saint Paul! Your request will 

be lifted in prayer! The prayer chain will be draped around the 
statue of Saint Paul during October as we conclude the                                

Extraordinary Year of Mission. So let's join with each other and 
pray! Prayer works! 

Are you looking for an opportunity to get involved with a 
great fellowship event and fundraiser? If so the festival 
committee is looking for volunteers. Our goal is to                              
provide an opportunity for our Parishioners to share their 
time, talents and treasures in a festive spirit while raising 
financial support for our Parish. If interested, please fill 
out the form below and drop in the collection basket, sign 
up on the Bosco website, sign up under the tent in front 
of church after weekend Masses or call John                                 
215-669-8159. Thank you! Yes, I can work at the SJB 
Fall Festival. (9/17-9/21) 
  
Name:___________________________________  
 
Phone :__________________________ 
Night (s) available:  
 
____________________________________________ 

Our goal is to provide prayer support for the men and 
women of the Saint John Bosco community who are 
serving on active duty in the United States Armed  

Forces. If you have a family member or close friend 
serving on active duty who could use our prayer support 

for their health, well-being and safe return,                                         
please call the Parish Office. 

All good things begin with a blessing. The Traditional 
Blessing of our Fall Festival will be held on Tuesday, 

9/17 at 5:30 in front of the Parish Center. All are             
encouraged to join us as Father Kramer blesses the               

Festival and all the volunteers who have come                            
together to share their time, talents and treasures for SJB. 

Save the date for the 10th  Annual Ladies Retreat: The 
Wow and the Woe of  the Psalms will be held on Friday, 
1/10/20 from 5:00 PM-9:00 PM In the SJB Parish Center!  The 

Psalms provide timely, timeless prayer- poems that spring from the 
raw material that we call human life! This reflection will provide 

some clues and cues for understanding, appreciating and praying the 
Psalms  By popular demand Sister Sheila Galligan will join us again 

as our Retreat Master! Sister Sheila is a phenomenal, dynamic & 
inspiring presenter. She has so much energy, she always has a skip 

in her step. She has a perpetual smile & a kind demeanor. Her genu-
ine happiness in infectious.  Ladies, please mark your calendars. 

This is a retreat that you won't want to miss! Detailed information to 
follow at a later date. 

 
Congratulations to  

SUE CORCORAN winner of the                    
NFL Word Search! 

mailto:sjbadultfaith@saintjohnbosco.org
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Where are you going on vacation this season? 
Join the Church Bulletin Contest! Bring back 
the Parish Bulletin from the church in the area 
that you are visiting. When you get home, drop 

the bulletin at the Parish Center no later than 9/15. Please 
note your name, phone number & email address on the  

bulletin! A prize will be awarded in September to the family 
who has the bulletin from the farthest point! Happy Travels! 

FORMED outlines supplemental 
catechesis through animated                
videos, family reflection questions 

and a selection of prayers available through audio or 
mobile app. Some ideas that we recommend are:             
Explore ancient cities or learn about the disciples          
during family movie nights. Take the IPad outdoors 
and watch a video under the stars.  Make some                 
popcorn and learn about the life of a saint! Enhance 
the bedtime routine for younger children by watching 
a video book from the Brother Francis series or the 
Jesus Stories series. Thanks to all who have sub-
scribed. Please continue to explore all that FORMED 
has to offer. If you have not signed up, we recommend 
you check it out today at sjbhatboro.formed.org. May 
God continue to bless all of you.  

Are your closets overflowing? Are you doing your 
housecleaning and cleaning out your unwanted items? 
If you  have items you would like to donate, St. John 

Bosco will gladly accept donations for the                               
Fall Festival Attic Treasures Booth.  We are not able 

to accept donations of bedding or clothing. Please        
consider donating any gently used board games for the 
SJB Attic Treasure Booth at the Festival.  The games 

will be used on the Play it Again Games Table!           
 

Looking to give your used books to a good cause?                          
Donating books is a great way to keep them out of the 
trash and give them a new life with someone who will 
value them as you did. If you have books you'd like to 
get rid of, you can donate them to the Fall Festival for 

the Bosco Book Booth.  Boxes are outside the gym               
for your donations.  

Please consider donating a bottle or 2 of wine & or  
spirits to our Fall Festival. Donations can be left at the 

Parish Center during daytime business hours. These 
bottles will be used as prizes at the Festival.                     

Thanks in advance for your support.                                  
Questions? 215-669-8159. 

Calling all Saint John Bosco Alumni! We are in the process of        
updating our Alumni database & would like to hear from you. If you are 

a graduate or have attended Saint John Bosco School, please take a  
moment to send us your information: first & last name (include               

maiden name), email & year graduated.  Email to                                      
alumni@saintjohnbosco.org. There will be an Bosco Alumni Gathering 
on Sunday, 1/26/20. Details to follow. Please share with your classmates 

& siblings too.  

Stop by any day of the week and check out the DAILY $$ 

DEALS at the Fall Festival! Tuesday thru Saturday, you can 
enjoy a variety of popular food items for only $1.00.              
Tuesday – Dollar Dog Night; Wednesday – Caramel Apple 
Slice; Thursday - Flavored Drink at the Soda Bar; Friday – 
Bowl of delicious Chili; Saturday – Ice Cold Apple Cider. 

You don’t want to miss out on these Amazing Bosco Deals. 

Help is needed on Wednesday, 9/25 to put the Festival           
Supplies back in Storage. We will meet in the Parish Center 

at 6PM. Many hands make light work. Thank you. 

Many thanks to the Men's Group of St John Bosco 
Parish for their donation of $6,000 to the 

Church.  This money will be used to pay for the bill of 
power washing and painting the outside of the Church, 
which is currently going on. Thanks you so much for 

your generosity! 

Creative Parenting Classes – A special hour for moms 
and tots ages 16 months through 3 years. Children  
enjoy interactive playtime, songs, stories, themed 
crafts, exercise, parachute play and bells. Spend                 

quality time with your child. Meet other parents and 
learn some new ideas. New session now forming.                

For more information call 215-322-5755 

Adults and children of all ages are invited to dress as 
their favorite Saint and attend the 11am Mass on           

Sunday, 10/27 for our All Saints Day Parade. Meet in 
the Sacristy by 10:45am; the Saints Parade will follow 

the processional cross into church. Dress up like a 
saint and join us; enjoy the experience of “walking in 
the footsteps” of your favorite saint! Plan on coming 
to the Cafeteria after Mass for fellowship and light 

refreshments.  Fun will continue with our ANNUAL 
TRUNK OR TREAT SPECTACULAR! Please             

decorate the back of your cars for Halloween and load 
up on candy. Park in the rear parking lot and the kids 

will "trick or treat" from car-to-car. Bring your dogs on leash, kittens or bunnies in your 
arms, birds or snakes in a cage or any other household 

pet to the Parish Wide Blessing of Animals. This       
celebration commemorates the Feast of St. Francis of 
Assisi. The date is Sunday, 10/6 after the 11AM Mass 
in front of Church, near the Saint John Bosco Statue. 

In the case of inclement weather conditions, this event 
will be canceled. 

Having a strong marriage takes work but God gives us 
all the grace we need to live out this beautiful voca-
tion. Saint John Bosco will host a Married Couples 

Holy HALF Hour at 7PM on Wednesday, 10/2. Spend 
time with your spouse in adoration of Him who 

brought you together, in front of Him who unites your 
hearts, in front of Him who lavishes His love upon you 
so you may lavish it on one another. Join us and meet 

other couples in our Parish as we joyfully seek to grow 
in faith together.  Make it a date night and take the 

special time to thank God for the gift of your marriage. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjzwZ6mh87gAhUDVt8KHeWMBncQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fclipart-library.com%2Fenjoy-vacation-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw23Z2otN4N_N-ffWEH3lHku&ust=1550880768399603
http://sjbhatboro.formed.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjmytXF4s3gAhVk6IMKHWlKC0MQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stanncharlotte.org%2Fhome%2Fresources%2Fformed-org%2F&psig=AOvVaw3W9EMNeL5FlbBop2bnlvZI&ust=1550870917
mailto:alumni@saintjohnbosco.org
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We would like to pray for those couples in our Parish Family celebrating a wedding anniversary. 
Send us your Anniversary. Please include the names of the spouses, wedding date and number of 

years. Please email to sjbadultfaith@saintjohnbosco.org or complete the form and drop in the 
collection basket. Names will be listed in the Sunday bulletin by month during 2019.                     

Saint Louis and Zelie Martin pray for us.  
Names: __________________________________________________________________  
 
Wedding Date___________________________ Number of years married___________ 

The big new thing - that actually is an old thing that is 
just coming back—are those soda shops popping up 

all around town. Create your own flavored drink at the 
SODA BAR booth.  By popular demand the Soda 

Bar Booth will  return to  the festival this fall! Pick 
your soda, choose your flavor of syrup and stir with a 
straw!  Many different syrup flavors to choose from. 
There are so many variations. The main idea is to add 

an extra little ZIP to your SIP!   

Everyone loves a Sunday afternoon Football Game especially 
when you have a chance to win money. Once again SJB will offer 
a Block Pool at the Fall Festival. The squares cost $5.00 each  for 
the Eagles vs Lions game on 9/22. Blocks will be sold all week on 

the Midway! There will be one winner for every quarter. We 
promise it's easy! Jump on in and play along. Thanks!  

Maybe there's someone in your life who has talked 
about wanting to get to meet new people or find a place 

to belong. Personal invitation is one of the most               
powerful ways we can express our faith, our love of 

God and our love of others.  When you discover a new 
restaurant, what’s the first thing you do? Tell a friend. 
Faith is just like that. It’s better with friends, so don’t 
keep the good news to yourself. Text, call and invite a 
friend to Mass on Saturday 9/14 or Sunday 9/15.  We 
want to share our vibrant parish with everyone! Christ 

encourages each of us to look into the eyes of our 
friends, smile and invite them to come with you to 
Mass!  (As a kick off for our Fall Festival Week - 
there's the added allure of small gifts for “friends”          

under the tent after Mass) Your simple, loving and kind 
invitation to our Church family could radically change 
someone’s eternal life with Jesus! May you find Christ 

here…May you bring Christ to the world. 

Chances on sale now for Restaurant Gift Cards, Golf            
Outings and PA Lottery Ticket at all the church             

entrances! Chances $1.00 each, 6 for $5.00. Winners 
will be drawn the last night of the Fall Festival! 

Join us for Happy Hour from 5-6pm on Saturday 9/21 
at Diving Dining in Drexel Hall. What  better way to 

wind down the work week than with some Happy 
Hour food deals! Everyone who  purchases a platter 
will receive a free delicious dessert! Bosco Happy 

Hours are all about food! 
Divine Dining in Drexel Hall will be open Wednesday 

through Saturday at our annual Fall Festival.   
Delicious meals will be served in our cafeteria. 
Wednesday - Italian night, Thursday - chicken 

night, Friday - Hispanic night and Saturday - Rib 
Night . If you love to cook please consider                

donating a pan of oven fried chicken breasts for 
Thursday night or maybe bags of  salad for 

Wednesday night.                                                           
Please complete the form below drop and it in the                
collection basket. Thank you! 
YES, I can donate food to Diving Dining! 
 
Name: ________________________________   
Phone: ____________________ 
 
I will make __________ Chicken                                      
I can donate _________ Bags of Salad 

Sjb choir needs members !!!! If you love to sing 
please come practice with us on Sunday mornings at 

9:15 am.  We start our choir season on Sunday,      
September 29th!  We sing most 11 am Masses and a 

few 4 pm Masses as well as special Masses here in the 
parish.    If you have any questions please contact  

Lisa Quaranto Lquaranto@saintjohnbosco.org. 

Remain in My Love is a 3 year Archdiocesan initiative 
for the renewal of marriage and family life. The Arch-
diocese of Philadelphia is hoping that this program 
will reach out to couples after their marriage as a con-
tinuation of the conversation that marriage prep start-
ed. We firmly believe that healthy marriages strength-
en the family; family strengthens the church; strength-
en the Church and then you can change the world. 
Each month check out the special message posted in 
this space to help you keep your marriage growing in 
love and joy, with opportunities for enrichment, fel-
lowship, support and spiritual formation. One of the 
greatest and best-loved spokesmen for the Catholic 
Faith sets out the Church's beautiful understanding of 
marriage in his trademark clear and entertaining style. 
Frankly and charitably, Sheen presents the causes of 
and solutions to common marital crises and tells 
touching real-life stories of people whose lives were 
transformed through marriage in his book THREE TO 
GET MARRIED. He emphasizes 
that our Blessed Lord is at the cen-
ter of every successful and 
loving marriage.  The book is full of 
the wisdom a married couple needs 
to endure in love for a lifetime. 

mailto:sjbadultfaith@saintjohnbosco.org
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R - C - I - A 
What comes to mind when you hear the letters R-C-I-A? Many know these letters to mean the Rite of Christian Initia-
tion of Adults, the usual way for non-Catholic adults to become full members of the Church, the Body of Christ. What 
surprises many Catholics, however, is that RCIA involves the whole parish. Long before the saying “it takes a village to 
raise a child” became popular, Christians knew and still know it takes the Holy Spirit and a parish to form new mem-
bers. We are blessed to have adults inquiring and preparing to become full members of the Body of Christ, a very good 
sign of a lively parish. Yet this now challenges each of us as members of Saint John Bosco. How do we, both new and 
lifelong members, stay alive and continue maturing as disciples of Jesus? 
 

1. In your daily prayers, always include a prayer for Saint John Bosco Parish that we may do what Jesus has entrusted 
to us through the Grace of the Holy Spirit to do the will of God our Father. 
 

2. If you know a family member or friend who has expressed some desire to become a Catholic Christian, bring her or 
him to an RCIA gathering. We meet each Sunday after the 8:00am Mass in the Parish Center. In the early part of RCIA, 
there are no commitments. Come and see what and Who RCIA is all about. 
 

3. Consider a role in RCIA. We need parishioners to serve as catechists, to help with hospitality and (somewhat urgent-
ly) to serve as sponsors. If you do not feel comfortable being a catechist or sponsor, we certain welcome and need your 
presence as a witness to life of the Holy Spirit acting in all our lives. Your quiet and gentle presence is a powerful testi-
mony of faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

If you have questions, send an email rcia@saintjohnbosco.org or come to the Parish Center after the 8:00am Mass on a 
Sunday. Over the years, parishioners have mentioned that participating in RCIA contributed significantly in growing as 
mature disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Travel with us to Lancaster County for an original 
holiday show:                                                                               

The 2019 Christmas Show: 
JOY TO THE WORLD at the 
American Music Theater on 

Thursday, 11/7/19.  
Travel Plans: Depart SJB at noon, 3pm show at AMT, Re-
turn to SJB at 7:30 pm! The ringing of church bells in a 
quaint town square set the scene for Joy to the World, AMT’s 
newest holiday spectacular. Evoking the revered holiday nos-
talgia of hometowns all across the US, the stage will trans-
form into a small-town winter carnival  brimming with fami-
ly & friends. Featuring scenes filled with entertaining elves, 
dramatic dancing, sensational singing & grand moments ga-
lore. $65.00 (non-refundable) per person, includes show and 
bus. (please bring your own snack) Deluxe Motor Coach 
transportation via Starr Tours! Enjoy the spirit of the season 
with a wonderful holiday matinee performance. Yes, I will 
attend the trip to AMT on 11/7 for the Christmas Show- Joy 
to the World 
  

Name: _____________________________  
 

Phone Number:__________________________  

The completed form along with your check made payable to 
St. John Bosco can be dropped in the collection basket or at 
the Parish Center. Tickets are on a first come first served 
basis. 

FESTIVAL VOLUNTEERS and MURAL All Festival 
Volunteers are asked to stop by the BOSCO BASKET                

TRAILER and sign their first name to a paper cut out of a Star. 
These "stars" will be added to our collaborative mural in the 

gym lobby! The finished scene is sure to foster a sense of Saint 
John Bosco Teamwork. Volunteers are like stars, you can't           

always see them, but you know they are always there!                         
Volunteers are love in motion! Thank you! 

SHOULD I RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION? Sometimes at Mass, 
we may notice people holding back from receiving Holy Communion. 
They may remain in their pews when others go forward, or they indi-
cate to the minister they will not receive. This is especially common at 
weddings and funeral Masses, when a strong sense of duty or obligation 
draws non-Catholics and non-practicing Catholics to church. You and I 
may not know the reasons they decline the Sacrament, but we should 
respect their thoughtfulness and integrity. In their way, they are recog-
nizing the importance of the Mass. . . To respond to the Lord’s invita-
tion to eat His flesh and drink His blood, the believer must be prepared. 
St. Paul urges us to examine our conscience: “Therefore whoever eats 
the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord unworthily will have to answer 
for the body and blood of the Lord” (1Cor 11:27). One who receives 
the Eucharist unworthily commits the sin of sacrilege. (Our CCC glos-
sary, page 898 defines sacrilege as : (”Profanation of or irreverence 
towards persons, places, and things which are sacred, i.e., dedicated to 
God; sacrilege against the sacraments, especially the Eucharist, is a 
particularly grave offense against the first commandment.”) Before we 
approach the table of the Lord it is important to reflect on our life, ask 
God’s forgiveness for our failings – and if necessary due to serious sin 
– to avail ourselves of sacramental confession. Recent polls indicate 
that a significant number of Catholics do not have a complete under-
standing of the Eucharist and specifically the real presence of Christ in 
the Blessed Sacrament. Whatever the cause of such misunderstanding 
of the faith, each person who approaches the table of the Lord needs to 
recognize the significance of this action and the importance of spiritual 
preparation. It sometimes becomes the task of older members of the 
family, specially grandparents, to review with youngsters what is hap-
pening at Mass and who we receive in Holy Communion. Those who 
are not in full communion with the Church, however, are not permitted 
to participate at the table of the Lord as if they were full members, shar-
ers in the full sacramental life of the Church. The reason is simple. 
Reception of Holy Communion proclaims publicly that the one receiv-
ing the Lord is a member of the Catholic Church. To do so while not 
being Catholic is to be a witness to something that is not true.  

This year, Saint John Bosco will celebrate Catechetical 
Sunday on 9/29 at the 11am Mass. The 2019 theme will 

be “Stay With Us.” Those who the Community has  
designated to serve as catechists will be called forth to 

be commissioned for their ministry. Catechetical              
Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the role 
that each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in handing 

on the faith and being a witness to the Gospel.                    
Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for all to                        

rededicate themselves to this mission as a                               
community of faith. 

mailto:rcia@saintjohnbosco.org
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The death penalty, again 
 

By Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.  
 
  
 More than half of surveyed Americans now support the death penalty for murder and similar crimes.  This is a mod-
est increase from an all-time low recorded in 2016.  But numbers alone don’t determine the moral content of actions by indi-
viduals or governments.  Right and wrong exist whether popular opinion approves or not. 
 In late July the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) reinstituted capital punishment for persons on federal death row.  
As a result, five individuals are scheduled for execution in the coming months.  In a sense, the DOJ is simply carrying out the 
consequences of a law — the Federal Death Penalty Act of 1994 — that successive administrations and congresses, dominat-
ed by both political parties, have failed to change.  But this makes these judicial killings no less egregious.  U.S. bishops were 
quick to express their dismay at the decision, and having written and spoken against the death penalty for nearly 50 years, I 
emphatically join my voice to theirs. 
 I drafted some of the key materials for the U.S. bishops’ Respect Life Month in 2005, which focused on the death 
penalty.  At the time I noted the following: 
 On the surface, the case for capital punishment can seem persuasive.  Most people live honestly, act decently and 
want communities governed by justice — both for the innocent and the guilty.  Decent people understandably fear the vio-
lence in society. They need to defend their children and themselves. The death penalty has a biblical quality of balance: griev-
ous punishment for grievous crime.  Many good people see it as a deterrent to grave evil, and even when the deterrent fails, 
they reason, at least it can bring justice and emotional closure for the relatives of murder victims. 
 This is a powerful argument, especially in light of the brutality in our daily headlines.  But it’s wrong, and we need 
to turn away from it, both to protect our own God-given human dignity, and also for the sake of the convicted criminal whose 
life hangs in the balance. The reasons are simple. 
 The evidence against capital punishment shows that it rarely works as a deterrent — but let’s imagine it does. 
 The evidence against capital punishment demonstrates that innocent people are sometimes convicted and executed; 
that our legal system discriminates against minorities and the poor; and that defendants in many states get disastrous legal 
counsel unless they can afford otherwise. All these things seem to be true — but let’s ignore them. 
 Instead, let’s assume that a defendant is genuinely guilty of a brutal and premeditated murder; that he or she gets 
excellent legal counsel with correct due process; and that a fair jury convicts our defendant after careful and intelligent delib-
eration. 
 Killing the guilty is still the wrong choice for a civilized nation. Why?  Because it accomplishes nothing.  It does not 
bring back or even honor the dead. It does not ennoble the living. And while it may satisfy society’s anger for awhile, it can-
not even release the murder victim’s loved ones from their sorrow, because only forgiveness can do that. 
 What the death penalty does achieve is closure through bloodletting, and violence against violence — which is not 
really closure at all, because murder will continue as long as humans sin, and capital punishment can never, by its nature, 
strike at murder’s root. Only love can do that. 
 Executions in Texas averaged nearly two a month in 2004.  Ponder that through the eyes of a young person reading 
the newspaper.  Is this how we define ourselves as a God-fearing people? Is this really a fitting monument to murder victims?  
In “sending a signal” to would-be murderers, do we realize that we are also teaching a message of state-endorsed violence to 
our own children? 
 The reality of any homicide is heart-breaking beyond words. We cannot presume to understand the deep and bitter 
personal wounds suffered by those who lose their loved ones through murder. As a people, we must never allow ourselves the 
luxury of forgetting the injustice done to victims of murder who cannot speak for themselves—or our obligation to bring the 
guilty to full accounting. 
 But as Jesus showed again and again by his words and in his actions, the only true road to justice passes through 
mercy. Justice cannot be served by more violence. In the world of 2005, capital punishment has become just another narcotic 
we Americans use to ease other, much deeper anxieties about the direction of our culture. Executions may take away some of 
the symptoms for a time (living, human “symptoms” who have names and their own stories before God), but the underlying 
illness — today’s contempt for human life — remains and grows worse. 
 In Genesis 4:10-16, humanity’s first murderer — Cain, the man who brought bloodletting into the world — was 
spared by the God of justice.  We should remember that.  God’s ways are not our ways; they are wiser and better.  God’s 
heart, unlike ours, is driven by love, not anger.  A culture ultimately defines its moral character by the value it places on each 
human life, particularly those lives that seem most burdensome, inconsequential or unworthy. Violent criminals present an 
especially harsh moral challenge for us, because their own cruelty has forced them to the margins of society. Recognizing a 
criminal’s humanity is bitterly difficult when our hearts are clouded by pain. 
 But the same needle that poisons the killer in every [execution] also poisons us as a culture.  Repaying cruelty with 
cruelty does not equate to justice. 
 Nothing of substance has changed in 2019.  Killing persons in the name of justice is needless and wrong. 
 The Department of Justice is simply enforcing the law, our law, passed by our elected representatives.  Which means 
that all of us, as citizens, are implicated in the coming executions. We can do better as a nation.  For the sake of our own mor-
al integrity, we need to do better.  We need to abolish the death penalty now. 
   


