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ARRANGING BAPTISM   
 

Baptism First (Spanish) and Last (English)  
Sundays each month.  Call Parish Office to  
arrange.  Before date is confirmed, parents must 
have/obtain:  

•  Registration in SJB Parish: Family from another 
parish must obtain written permission from “home” 
parish for Baptism at SJB.  
• Certificate of Eligibility to Serve as Sponsor:  
Each Catholic Sponsor (1 required; 2 preferred) must 
obtain Certificate of Eligibility from “home” parish. 
Parishes generally do not issue certificates to persons 
not  already registered nor to persons who left the  
parish more than 6 months previously.   

• Letter from Pastor for Christian Witness:    
One baptized non-Catholic may serve as a Christian  
Witness and must present Letter of Good Standing 
from current Christian pastor.  A Catholic not eligible 
to Sponsor may not be Christian Witness.   

 

 

ARRANGING MARRIAGE   
Wedding Planning begins with engaged couple’s 
meeting a parish priest here at least six (6) months 
before desired wedding date.  Please do not make  
financial commitments before confirming church 
date/time. If a member of the couple was previously 
married, a Declaration of Nullity (Annulment) of the 
prior marriage may be necessary. Please contact  
parish priest for detailed information. 
 

Marriage Convalidation  Couples in a civil or non-
Catholic religious union without our Church’s explicit 
permission are not in a valid Catholic marriage.  They 
cannot receive other sacraments or serve as Catholic 
Sponsors for Baptism and Confirmation.  This  
situation often is easily remedied by “convalidation”, 
a simple ceremony popularly called “getting a mar-
riage blessed”.  Call Parish Office to arrange.   
 

Are you getting married at Saint John Bosco?   
Will you need an easy-to-follow wedding program 
template? You can find these templates on the SJB 
Website! The wedding program templates have a 
basic ceremony structure in them as well as details 
about you, your groom & your bridal party. You'll 
just need to go in & change the details to reflect your 
special day. Use them as a guide & add your own spin 
to make your day truly personal. The templates for 
half fold are easy to use for simple wedding  
programs. 

 
 
 

 

Saint John Bosco  
Roman Catholic Church 

Parish Center Office 
215 E. County Line Road 

Hatboro, PA 19040 
Tel. (215) 672-7280       

 PREP Office Tel.  267-803-0774. 
PREP@saintjohnbosco.org                                             

St. Vincent de Paul Society  Tel. 215-882-2707. 

Staff 
Rev. Gary J. Kramer, Pastor  
Rev. Mark J. Hunt, Resident/ 

Holy Family University  
Rev. Ed Windhaus, Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Daniel J. Rouse, Financial Administrator 
Mrs. Diane Falchetta, Secretary 
Mrs. Jeanne Eichorn, Secretary 

Mrs. Lisa Quaranto, Music Director   
Mrs. Janet Shepherd, Bulletin Editor  

Office Hours  
Mass Cards/Mail/Messages/Documents/Facility 
Keys are available only during open Office Hours.  
Monday:  9:00 AM to 12:00 PM &                                        
1:00 PM to 8:00 PM,  
Tuesday (New Year’s Eve) 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM, 
Wednesday (Holy Day) No Office Hours,             
Thursday: 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM &  
1:00 PM to 8:00 PM,   
Friday: 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM  &  
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM, 
Saturday/Sunday: Closed.     

Schedule of Religious Services 
Sunday  Saturday Eve. Vigil Masses:  
                 4:00 PM (English); 7:00 PM (Spanish) 
                Sunday Morning Masses: 8 AM & 11 AM  
Monday Rosary before morning Mass 
       Holy Mass: 8:45 AM 
       Miraculous Medal Novena after morning Mass  
Tues. -Fri.  Holy Mass: 8:45 AM  
Saturday        Confession: 3-3:30 PM  
                         Rosary: before 4 PM Vigil Mass 
FORMED custom registration: sjbhatboro.formed.org; 

Parish Code MGMSJB  

On the SJB Website, you can find a template document in  
Microsoft Word format for creating a booklet for a Roman  

Catholic Funeral Mass at Saint John Bosco Church. You’ll need 
to go in & change the details. Customizing your template is fast 
& easy. This is a traditional type of program distributed at the 
Funeral Mass. Try our program template for minimal effort & 

work yet producing a professional booklet. The important thing 
is to have one made so it can serve as a guide for everyone. 

Looking for a Mass while traveling or                                
vacationing?  You can find a Catholic Church           

by going to Masstimes.org 

http://sjbhatboro.formed.org/
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Sunday, December 29, 2019  
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

 
                                             Resolutions 
 

 
"I never make New Year's Resolutions, anymore," the man told me, "I never keep them, anyway." I can remember 
all too many resolutions I've made and let slip away, too. But I believe New Year's resolutions are worth making. 
Let me tell you why. 
 
First, we all need changes. Some we find very hard to admit to ourselves. I've heard people who say, "I have no 
regrets about my life. If I had it to do over, I'd do it the same way again." But that attitude is way too blind and 
self-serving as far as I'm concerned. There is great power in confession--to ourselves, to God, to others. Owning 
up to our failures is the first, painful step on the road to something better. 
 
Second, when we change calendars it is a good time for reassessment. How did last year go? What do I want to do 
differently this year? This time of year always reminds me of a passage of scripture, better understood by farmers 
than suburbanites: "Break up your unplowed ground, and do not sow among thorns" (Jer 4:3). It makes sense. The 
more land you put into production, the more prosperous you'll be. But some of us are stupid enough to try to sow 
seeds in land overrun by star thistle without breaking up the soil and taking care to root out the thorns as they 
come up. Call it laziness. Call it stupidity. 
 
Let me ask you a serious question. What percentage of your life is producing something of value to God? How 
much "unplowed ground" do you have that ought to be broken up in this coming year and made useful? Reassess-
ment. The brink of a new year is a good time for reassessment. 
 
Third, New Year's is an excellent time for mid-course corrections. Sure, we might fail in what we set out to do, 
but if we fail to plan, then we plan to fail. If you're so fearful of failure that you never set up your row of tin cans 
to shoot at, you're not very likely to hit any at all. Failure is not the end. For the person who determines to learn 
from it, failure is a friend. 
 
Fourth, New Year's is a time to learn to rely more heavily on the grace of God. Now I've met a few self-made men 
and women and so have you, but so often these people seem proud and driven. There is another way: beginning to 
trust in God's help. One more secret from the Apostle Paul: "I can do everything through Him who gives me 
strength," he said (Phil 4:13). And  
God's strength saw him through a lot--through pain, through joy, and through accomplishment. 
 
If this last year, you didn't practice relying on the Lord as much as you should have, there is no time like the pre-
sent to make a New Year's resolution. In fact, why don't you say a short prayer right now--use these words if you 
like: "Dear God, I want the new year to be different for me." Now spell out in prayer some of the changes you'd 
like to see. And close this way: "Lord Jesus, I know that I'm going to need a lot of help for this. So right now I 
place myself in your hands. Help me to receive Your strength. Amen." Good. Now you've got a much better 
chance of a Happy New Year. 
 

January 1st is a Holy Day of Obligation.  Here is our Mass Schedule: 
 

New Year’s Eve 
December 31st 

4 P.M. Vigil 
 

New Year’s Day 
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God 

January 1st 
Masses 9 A.M. & 11 A.M. 

 
 



 

 

 
Joseph Allard 

Patricia Ambrose 
Joseph Berardi  

Dave Berry 
Joseph Campbell 

Joseph Casey 
Josh Chattley  

Darcie Cimarusti 
Dee Conner 

Marianne R. Costello 
Linda Cunningham 
Louise D’Agostino 

Eve Maria D'Angelo 
Ellen Dardis 

Gloria Donneys 
Lois Dudley 

Linda Giardetti 
Marie Gonzalez 
Donna Graeber 
Frances Harkins 

Anna Hessler 
Lilly Ibbotson 

Bryce Ingraham 
Chris Ingraham 

Jayden Ingraham 
Tim Keebler 

Kolby Daniel Kehler 
William Keyes 

James Kirkpatrick 
Edgar Langdon 

Santa E. Marty 
Alona McCloskey 

Lucas McCrea 
Colleen T. McPeak  

Joan Miles 
Nichole Miller 

Henry Mulroney 
John Murphy 
Francis Nulty 

Ryan Palm 
Joseph Peppelman 

Dorothy Petrun 
Karen Powers 
Chip Randa 

Allan Rhodes 
Anna Rose 
Meg Rost 

Catherine Sarsfield 
Michael Slater 

Sun Soon  
Felicia Soto 

Marcial  Soto 
Kathy Tompkins 
Linda Nye Tooles 

Ronald Tull 
Mary Vincelli 
Frank Waltrich 
Marie Weniger 
Jason Wilkins 
Lorraine Wine 

Maria Wingeron 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK AND INFIRM  
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Please Pray for Our Faithful Departed 
whose Funeral Masses were celebrated  

in our Parish- 
 

 
 

Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine upon them.  May their souls 
and all the souls of the Faithful Departed through the 

mercy of God rest in peace. Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Please submit items for Bulletin Sun. issue dates (left)  
   by 12 noon on submission dates (right):  

  Jan        26…………………………….Mon., Dec  30 

  Feb         2…………………………….Mon., Jan     6  

  Feb         9…………………………….Mon., Jan   13   
 

Please send info./questions to Bulletin Editor at  
bulletined@saintjohnbosco.org. 

Adoration Chapel  
Mon.: after 8:45 am Mass to 7 pm.  

Tues. to Fri.: 8 am to 7 pm.   

Sat. & Sun. Closed.  The chapel is closed 
on weekends for security reasons.  Please 

do not try to  enter the Church outside of these hours.  
Prayer Intention Candles (2) burn all week 
alongside Blessed Sacrament when Chapel is open. 
This week the candles represent these intentions:                                                    

Joseph Iacovelli 
Baby Boy Iacovelli 

How We List: Just send your name with intention &         
offering to ADORATION CANDLE c/o Parish Center. 
Please name one Person, Couple (engaged or married),   
Family, Group per request. Candles are available for 

living or dec’d.  Offering: $ 15.  

St. Vincent de Paul.  Call Parish SVdP Tel. 215-882-2707 
to: request assistance, volunteer, or donate.  

Food Pantry at SJB is in need of the following items: coffee, 
tea, peanut  butter, jelly, pancake mix and syrup, cereal, 

canned fruit, juices, cranberry sauce, stuffing mix, sweet po-
tatoes, corn and green beans, laundry detergent, liquid dish 
soap and personal grooming items such as shampoo, bath 

soap, toothpaste and toilet paper. 

Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in 
you will be glad and forever will shout for joy. Protect 

these soldiers as they discharge their duties. Protect 
them with the shield of your strength and keep them 
safe from all evil and harm. May the power of your 

love enable them to return home in safety, that with all 
who love them, they may ever praise you for 

your loving care. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Please keep the following military in your prayers:                         
Hector Guillermo Torres Carbo – Army – E3 
Maya Medrano—Airforce—Military Police - E-3 
Tyler Palmentera—Navy– E5 
Noe Argenis Reyes – Marines – Air Traffic Controller – E3 
Captain Vincent McPeak - USAF 
Captain Emily  Bohnenkamp -USAF 

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK 

12/30 MON.       8:45 AM  Stella Shane 
12/31 TUES.      8:45 AM  Debra James 
                     Vigil for Solemnity of Mary 
               4:00 PM   Brian Smart  
1/1     WED. ~ Solemnity of Mary  
                           9:00 AM  Cyril Simon 
             11:00 AM  Jane E. Szyszko 
1/2     THURS.   8:45 AM  Ann & John Christof 
1/3     FRI.          8:45 AM  Bobby Rolph 
 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 2020 
              4:00 PM  Phyllis Ricci 
  7:00 PM  Pro Populo (For the People) 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5, 2020 
   8:00 AM  Brian Smart 
            11:00 AM  The Kent Family (Living) 



 

 
4 118   SJBosco 

Calling all Saint John Bosco Alumni!                                               
There will be an Alumni Gathering on 

Sunday, 1/26/20 (the opening of Catholic Schools 
Week) Please join us for the 11am Mass! A reception 

will follow in the Parish Center right after Mass. Come 
and wander through the halls! Take one last glimpse of 
the building that so many of us hold very close to our 
hearts. Kindly RSVP for planning purposes by 1/13 
alumni@saintjohnbosco.org. When replying please  

include your first & last name (plus your maiden name) 
along with the year you graduated & how many will 

attend the get together. Looking forward to 
seeing you as we remember the good times and                    

celebrate our school. 

Family Connection:                                                               
  
 Family Connection: In the midst of the 
Christmas season, it is quite appropriate that our 
liturgy asks us to pause to consider the Holy 
Family. In today's Gospel, we hear about how 
Joseph protected Jesus from danger by relocat-
ing the family to Egypt in obedience to God. 
Following the model of the Holy Family, we 
might use this feast to recall the responsibility 
that each family member has to contribute to the 
good of the family and recommit ourselves to 
one another. Gather together as a family to work 
on a common project. You might prepare a meal 
together, prepare a special dessert, or perhaps do 
a craft together. When you finish, talk about 
how each family member contributed to the 
common project. Remind one another that each 
member of the family contributes to the good of 
the whole family. Recall that Jesus was also part 
of a family and that this Sunday we celebrate 
the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. 
Read together today's Gospel, Matthew 2:13-15, 
19-23. Pray together that your family will con-
tinue to protect and care for one another as 
Mary and Joseph protected and cared for Jesus. 

Why not grow your Catholic Faith?  
The Saint John Bosco Spiritual Books 
Lending Library is available to PREP 

families on Monday and Tuesday              
evenings in the cafeteria. We offer            
dozens of Christian and Catholic 

books. The process is simple: peruse 
through the books and sign one out. Return it when 

you are finished so that others can enjoy it as 
well.  We are always looking for donations of signifi-
cant spiritual and religious books, so feel free to leave 

them in the donation box in the cafeteria.   

Families with children 8 & under are invited to 
SJB on 1/27/20 to watch the family classic The 

Mass: A Life-Giving Prayer!  Come with 
Brother Francis as he celebrates the life-

changing power of the Mass in this inspirational 
and instructive presentation!                             

Show starts at 6pm in the Parish Center.                                   
This is a free event. Kids - bring your favorite 

blankie or stuffed animal. For planning                   
purposes, please RSVP to the PREP office at 

PREP@saintjohnbosco.org. 

 
 
 
Sunday                  Amount               Difference  
11/10/2019         $  9,751.04 
11/11/2018         $ 12,616.00             -  $2,864.96 
 
11/17/2019         $  8,986.67 
11/18/2018         $ 10,104.29             -  $1,117.62 
 
11/24/2019         $11,378.83 
11/25/2018         $11,693.00              -    $314.17 
 
12/01/2019         $10,973.95 
12/02/2018         $  9,903.00             +  $1,070.95 
 
12/08/2019          $11,604.11 
12/09/2018          $12,637.00            -   $1,032.59 
 
12/15/2019          $17,473.98 
12/16/2018          $  7,113.00            + $10,360.98 
 
* Includes E-Giving 
 
 

Religious Retirement  
12/08/2019          $2,826.00 
12/09/2018          $2,601.00             +      $225.00 
 

Capital Improvements  
11/10/2019         $2,939.00 
11/11/2018         $3,557.00              -       $618.00 
 

Fuel  
11/17/2019          $2,136.00 
11/18/2018          $2,158.00             -         $22.00 
 

Christmas Flowers 
11/24/2019         $2,556.00 
11/25/2018         $2,268.00             +       $288.00 
 

Capital Improvements 
12/01/2019         $2,522.00 
12/02/2018         $2,786.00            -        $264.00 

Christmas Remembrance  
12/15/2019         $2,630.00 
12/16/2018         $3,480.00            -        $850.00 

mailto:alumni@saintjohnbosco.org
mailto:PREP@saintjohnbosco.org
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If you travel for work or pleasure, you occasionally miss 
out on notifications, announcements & other  various 
things with your parish here at Saint John Bosco. Our  

Parish is working on many things to help you stay  
connected to your parish & your faith no  matter where 

you are. Take out your smartphones, connect to                                   
FACEBOOK, go to Saint John Bosco Parish and hit 

“like”. Keep up with the latest news! We also keep you 
posted on new information and upcoming Bosco events! 

Our goal is to provide prayer support for the men and 
women of the Saint John Bosco community who are 
serving on active duty in the United States Armed  
Forces. If you have a family member or close friend 

serving on active duty who could use our prayer support 
for their health, well-being and safe return,                                         

please call the Parish Office. 

FOOTBALL MANIA WEEK 15 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

#4327 
Joe Greco 

Here's a unique New Year's                
Resolution! Memory Jars are a great 

way to preserve special events in 
your family's life. At the beginning of 
the year grab an empty jar. Put a note 
inside the jar every time something 
memorable happens. Add photos, 
ticket stubs, trinkets or treasures. 

Open the jar on New Year's Eve and 
relive the memories.  

In the Bosco Book Club                    
(A Novel Bunch), we’ll be reading 

& discussing newly released,               
highly rated books from a wide 
variety of genres. This month 

we’re reading: CROSSING TO 
SAFETY by Wallace Stegner. We 
will meet on Monday 1/6 at 7:00 
PM in the Parish Center. Bring a 

dish to share & the beverage of your choice. We'll eat 
& laugh & at some point discuss the book. Even if you 

don't finish it, come & we'll fill you in on the plot. 
Mostly we like sharing our favorite reads. Happy 

Reading!  

Hope to see you at our next Get Together! 

HERE’S THE SCOOP: All students in grades 
5-12 are invited on Wednesday, 1/8/20 at 6PM 
to the Bosco Cafeteria. The Mini Vinnies are 
hosting a fun ice-cream social. Who can resist 
an edible mini home-made waffle bowl filled 

with decadent ice cream with all your favorite                   
toppings?!?! Come and celebrate the beginning of the 

New Year! There will also be some entertaining activi-
ties going on while you enjoy your dessert! Feel free to 

bring a friend with you. Hope to see you there!  

Please join us for 33 Days to Morning Glory.  12/31 
is the next start date. Those who start 12/31 will 
consecrate on 2/2  the feast of the Presentation of 

the Lord. Directions for accessing 33 days to Morn-
ing Glory materials:                                                                      

Go to sjbhatboro.formed.org to register.  Once in, 
click on Study, Parish Based Programs &  click on 33 

Days To Morning Glory. Click on Orientation and 
Introduction and then Participants Materials.  Down-
load your Retreat Companion Book. It's as Easy As 
123! Read the select readings in the retreat book just 
pages a day, begin Day 1 on 12/31. Ponder the daily 

reading and questions in the Retreat Companion. 
Watch a short video once a week.  This is a simple 

way to be spiritually renewed, develop a deeper      
relationship with Our Merciful Savior and grow in 

holiness.   

The upcoming Bosco Reunion on 1/26 is a golden opportunity for reminiscing about all that you and your                        
classmates have gone through. One of the fun group reunion activities will be to create a Time Capsule. A Time 
Capsule is merely a collection of items chosen to commemorate this moment in history. This collection will be 

stored in a safe place and opened some time in the future. You might want to share anecdotes including what you 
liked best or remember most about your days at Bosco. You might want to add personal photos, notes or letters. 
Maybe you have some personal artwork or news articles that you would like to include! Just think, the more fun 

we have putting this collection of memorabilia together…the more fun it will be for whoever gets to open it down 
the road! 

God, thank you for a new year. May everyone in our 
family be willing to begin anew with a clean slate. We 
know that you are always ready to forgive us. Help us 
to be willing to forgive ourselves and to forgive one 
another. As we begin a new year, remind us of our 

truest values and our deepest desires. Help us to live 
in the goodness that comes from doing what you want 
us to do. Help us to put aside anxiety about the future 
and the past, so that we might live in peace with you 

now, one day at a time . 

http://sjbhatboro.formed.org/
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Are you looking for good, wholesome, Catholic, 
content on the web, but struggle to find any? Well, look 
no further because FORMED.org is here! This is an 
amazing resource that we know you will love. 
FORMED.org has compiled the largest library of 
comprehensive and inspiring Catholic content. They 
have everything including; movies, talks, 
documentaries, bible studies, kids programming and so 
much more. From entertainment to educational 
material, it is packed with trustworthy Catholic 
resources. Sign on at sjbhatboro.formed.org 

  

Each child enrolled in Saint John Bosco PREP, should   
complete Mass Reflection Forms. This activity                  

provides an opportunity to deepen our awareness of and ap-
preciation for the Mass and to take a closer look at what we 
are doing when we gather for Mass on Sunday and the ways 
each of us participate. Regular attendance at Mass and daily 
prayer are necessary to the development of your child’s faith 
formation and is expected of all children.  Make it a family                          
activity!  We ask that you help your child fill out the Mass 
Reflection Form (after Mass, not during Mass) by sharing 
thoughts about the questions. It is okay and suggested that 

parents and siblings get in on it!  The forms can be found on 
the Bosco Website. But remember to allow your child to do 
the work. Please place completed forms in the basket in the 

main lobby of Church. Thank you. 

Addictions touch many people’s lives. We all know 
someone who is affected by addiction of some kind.  

On the 2nd Friday of each month all are invited to  
gather in the Adoration Chapel at 9:15 am for           

Rosary. Come to pray for a loved one, yourself, or even 
a stranger who is living in the grasp of an addiction. 

Come together to support those in recovery and to pray 
for those struggling with addictions.                                    

Prayer can change everything! 

The Saint John Bosco adoration chapel is in dire need 
of scheduled weekly adorers. We have many time slots 
where nobody is scheduled. Please prayerfully consid-
er giving an hour a week to adore our Eucharistic 
Lord. Times open are: 

Monday-1-2pm, 2-3pm, 4-5pm 
Tuesday-8-9am, 9-10am, 12-1pm, 2-3pm, 3-4pm,         

5-6pm,  
Wednesday-8-9am, 10-11am, 2-3pm, 3-4pm, 5-6pm 
Thursday-11-12pm, 1-2pm, 2-3pm, 3-4pm, 4-5pm,            

5-6pm, 6-7pm 
Friday-8-9am, 9-10am, 11-12pm, 1-2pm, 3-4pm,                  

4-5pm, 6-7pm 
 
If you can spare an hour, please contact Peachy Vivi-
ano at (215) 674-9713 or email Mary Cole                                     
fromdublin3@gmail.com to be added to the weekly 
adoration schedule. Thank you and God Bless. 

The 10th  Annual Ladies Retreat The Wow and the 
Woe of the Psalms will be held on Friday, 1/10/20 

from 5:00 PM–9:00 PM In the SJB Parish                         
Center!  The Psalms provide timely, timeless prayer- 
poems that spring from the raw material that we call 
human life!   This reflection will provide some clues 
and cues for understanding, appreciating and praying 
the Psalms  By popular demand Sister Sheila Galligan 
will join us again as our Retreat Master! Sister Sheila 
is a phenomenal, dynamic & inspiring presenter. She 
has so much energy, she always has a skip in her step. 

She has a perpetual smile & a kind demeanor. Her 
genuine happiness in infectious.  Ladies, please        
mark your calendars This is a retreat that you 

won’t want to miss! 
  

 
Ladies Retreat Registration Form (Please register by 
1/5/20) Cost $15.00; Please make checks payable to 

Saint John Bosco. 
  
Name : _____________________________________ 
  
Phone #_________________________  
Email _____________________________ 
  
I can bring the following to share: 
  
Appetizer  ________ 
 
Dinner Entrée _________  
 
Dinner Salad/Side  ________  
 
Dessert __________ 
  
Plates, utensils, coffee, tea and water  will be                         
provided. Please bring your favorite snack food and 
beverage if desired. 

Prayer is simply talking to God. Praying out 
loud is important! God spoke His Word out 
loud! Our Catechists are helping our PREP 
students to be more creative with their pray-

ers.  This has been an uplifting exercise! It is simply 
the act of taking words & using them carefully to ex-
press their own thoughts & feelings. Here is the pray-
er that was written by the Mini Theologians in Lev-
el 3A. “O God we praise and worship you. Father in 
heaven thank you for our families, our friends and 
teachers. We thank you for trees, the colors of the 
rainbow. We thank you God for food (especially mac 
and cheese), shelter, water and our pets. Please God 
help us to follow Jesus and please protect our world. 
Amen. " 

http://sjbhatboro.formed.org/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjmytXF4s3gAhVk6IMKHWlKC0MQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stanncharlotte.org%2Fhome%2Fresources%2Fformed-org%2F&psig=AOvVaw3W9EMNeL5FlbBop2bnlvZI&ust=1550870917
mailto:fromdublin3@gmail.com
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R - C - I - A 
 

What comes to mind when you hear the letters R-C-I-A? Many know these letters to 
mean the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, the usual way for non-Catholic adults to 

become full members of the Church, the Body of Christ. What surprises many Catholics, 
however, is that RCIA involves the whole parish. Long before the saying “it takes a              

village to raise a child” became popular, Christians knew and still know it takes the Holy 
Spirit and a parish to form new members. We are blessed to have adults inquiring and 
preparing to become full members of the Body of Christ, a very good sign of a lively                  

parish. Yet this now challenges each of us as members of Saint John Bosco. How do we, 
both new and lifelong members, stay alive and continue maturing as disciples of Jesus? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1. In your daily prayers, always include a prayer for Saint John Bosco Parish that we may do what Jesus has           
entrusted to us through the Grace of the Holy Spirit to do the will of God our Father. 
 

2. If you know a family member or friend who has expressed some desire to become a Catholic Christian, bring 
her or him to an RCIA gathering. We meet each Sunday after the 8:00am Mass in the Parish Center. In the early 
part of RCIA, there are no commitments. Come and see what and Who RCIA is all about. 
 

3. Consider a role in RCIA. We need parishioners to serve as catechists, to help with hospitality and (somewhat 
urgently) to serve as sponsors. If you do not feel comfortable being a catechist or sponsor, we certain welcome 
and need your presence as a witness to life of the Holy Spirit acting in all our lives. Your quiet and gentle                      
presence is a powerful testimony of faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
 

If you have questions, send an email rcia@saintjohnbosco.org or come to the Parish                    
Center after the 8:00am Mass on a Sunday. Over the years, parishioners have mentioned 

that participating in RCIA contributed significantly in growing as mature                                    
disciples of Jesus Christ. 

On December 30, 2001, Saint John Paul II celebrated the Feast of the 
Holy Family. As he did, he reflected on the Holy Family, how it   

sanctifies families and what we can learn from meditating upon the 
life that Jesus, Mary and Joseph shared together in Nazareth. “For 
every believer and especially for Christian families, the humble 

dwelling place in Nazareth is an authentic school of the Gospel. Here 
we admire, put into practice, the divine plan to make the family an 

intimate community of life and love; here we learn that every                       
Christian family is called to be a small "domestic church" that must 
shine with the Gospel virtues,” said St. John Paul II to the crowd. 

“Recollection and prayer, mutual understanding and respect, personal 
discipline and community asceticism and a spirit of sacrifice, work 

and solidarity are typical features that make the family of Nazareth a 
model for every home.” Celebrated each year on the Sunday after Christmas, the Feast of the Holy                

Family is a perfect time to reflect upon this holy model of love and unity.  Do something special with 
your family today. Ideas include going to brunch after Sunday Mass, bringing home a special pastry or 
fruit to celebrate the occasion, blessing your home or visiting a relative or someone in a nursing home. 

mailto:rcia@saintjohnbosco.org
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Whether you are cleaning or trying to minimize household clutter, donating used games can help clear out your 

home and do some good at the same time. SJB PREP needs some used outdoor games for our                                 
Summer 2020 Program. Finding ways to keep the kids busy on the playground isn’t always easy. With enough 

different games on hand, we will be able to create  stations on the playground. Chalk, Ladder toss, Ring toss, Kick 
ball, Wiffle  ball & bat are few of the games that could keep the children active during recess. Please contact the 

PREP office if you can make a donation. Thank you in advance for your support.  

Remain in My Love is a Archdiocesan initia-
tive for the renewal of marriage and family 
life. The Archdiocese of Philadelphia is hop-
ing that this program will reach out to couples 

after their marriage as a continuation of the conversation 
that marriage prep started. We firmly believe that healthy 
marriages strengthen the family; family strengthens the 
church; strengthen the Church and then you can change 
the world. Each month check out the special message 
posted in this space to help you keep your marriage 
growing in love & joy, with opportunities for enrichment, 
fellowship, support & spiritual formation.  In The 21 Un-
deniable Secrets of Marriage, best-selling author & com-
municator, Dr. Allen Hunt, shares the life-giving princi-
ples that are necessary for success in your relationship. 
Utilizing his decades of experience with couples, Dr. 
Hunt shares real-life wisdom & help for your marriage. 
He shows how: The Secret of Purpose nourished one 
couple through the highs & lows of a 65 year marriage. 
The Secret of The Little Things proves to be the greatest 
predictor of the health of your marriage as it draws di-
rectly from the wisdom of St. Therese de Lisieux. The 
Secret of Ages & Stages provided the foundation for a 
couple’s 82 year marriage, the longest of its time. The 21 
Undeniable Secrets of Marriage will equip you & your 
marriage to begin moving toward all that God hopes and 
desires for your relationship. 

The Hotel Riu Palace lies on the large, 
sandy Palm Beach, bathed by the waters 
of the Caribbean on the island of Aruba. 

Looking to get away, relax and               
recharge? Come and join us for a Happy 

Hour Information Night to hear about 
the “all inclusive” fun vacation opportunity. The trip is 

slated for April of 2021. This informational meeting 
hosted by Saint John Bosco and Ventresa Travel will 

be held on Thursday, 6/11 at 7pm in the Parish Center.                                        
Please extend the invitation to your families and 

friends. There’s no shortage of fun things to do in       
Aruba, it’s just a matter of finding which ones make 

you happiest. 

Children’s Liturgy of the Word is an age                         
appropriate Liturgy of the Word offered for children 
ages 4 through 3rd graders at the 11 am Mass starting 
1/19/20. No pre-registration is necessary. All children 
are welcome & encouraged to attend. Just before the 

Liturgy of the Word begins for the assembly, the               
children are invited to go with the leaders to the                 

Adoration Chapel. During this time the volunteer              
catechists will lead the children through readings & 

prayers in a simpler language that is easier for them to 
understand. They will return to their families after the 

Creed. For more information please contact the              
PREP office. 

Dear Lord, Bless our family. Be so kind as to give 
us the unity, peace and mutual love that You 
found in Your own family in the little town of 
Nazareth. Saint Joseph, pray for the head of our 
family. Obtain for him the strength, the wisdom 
and the prudence he needs to support and direct 
those under his care. Mother Mary, pray for the 
mother of our family. Help her to be pure and 
kind, gentle and self-sacrificing. For the  more she 
resembles you, the better will our family be. Lord 
Jesus, bless the children of our family. Help them 
to be obedient and devoted to their parents. Make 
them more and more like You. Let them grow, as 
You did, in wisdom and strength and grace before 
God and man. Holy Family of Nazareth, by your 
intercession, love and holy example, make our 
family and home more and more like Yours, until 
we are all one family, happy and at peace in our 
true home with You. Amen. 

Help is needed to un-decorate 
our Church on Sunday, 

1/12/20. We will meet after 
the 11 AM Mass in Church 
to take down the Christmas 
Decorations and put them 

back in storage. Strong arms, 
carts and trucks are a plus. 

Thank you. 



 

 

We welcome Catholics with Celiac Disease to the  Table 
of the Lord. Low-gluten Communion hosts are available 
at all weekend liturgies to those suffering from Celiac 

Sprue disease. When you arrive for Mass, go to the              
Sacristy. Let the Sacristan know that you will need a low
-gluten host. The low-gluten hosts are consecrated at the 

same time as the regular hosts. When you reach the             
Presider during the Communion Procession, whisper to 

him that you will need to receive a low-gluten host. 
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The Holy Name Society is awarding two $500 scholarships to any parishioner who is 
attending an Archdiocesan High School. In order to qualify for the scholarships one 

must submit an essay no later than 3/1/2020. The scholarship essay is on                                   
"Why I want to have a Catholic Education". All essays can be submitted to                           

sjbadultfaith@saintjohnbosco.org with the header Scholarship Entry.                                       
We will issue the deserving students a check for the fall tuition to their high school. 

Awards will be given during the Holy Name Mass on April 12th, 2020. 

This is a Special Invitation to Married Couples.  
We invite all those celebrating a 
special Wedding Anniversary  to 

come to a special liturgy on Sunday, 
February 9th  at the 8 am Mass. 

Please call the Parish Center (215-
672-7280) by 2/3 to submit your 

name if you are celebrating a signif-
icant year! That is 10, 15, 25, 30, 40 or 50 or more!!! 

We look forward to rejoicing with you as we              
remember God’s love and mercy. 

 

 

 

You are invited to dress up and have fun at our 
Mother Daughter Fancy Tea on Saturday, 3/21, 

10am to noon in Drexel Hall. Share a special    
morning with your daughters and friends. You 

are sure to have a "tea"riffic time. Delicious                            
refreshments, entertaining games and engaging 
craft time. $5.00 per adult, Children are free. 

There will be a random drawing for all those who                   
purchase tickets by  2/15. The prize will be 

awarded at the Tea. Please return the completed 
form to the PREP office or in the Collection  
Basket. Checks can be made payable to Saint 

John Bosco.  

YES, we will attend the Mother Daughter Fancy 
Tea on 3/21. 

Name: __________________________  

Adults: __________ Children: ____________ 

 
The Married Couples Dinner Club 
will meet on Wednesday, 2/12/20. 
Our Dinner Club is a way to build 
relationships with other couples in 
our Parish family. It will be an evening of good 

food, meeting new friends and having a fun night 
out. We will gather at 6:30 pm at Caruso's in                  
Warminster. Each person will order from the                

entree menu. Feel free to BYOB. Cost $25.00/ 
PP. Return completed form in the collection               
basket or at the Parish Office no later than 

2/07/20.  Please make checks payable to Saint 
John Bosco. Thank you. 

 
 
  

YES, we can attend the Married Couples Dinner 
Club on 2/12/20. 

  
 
 
Names: ______________________________  
 
 
Phone __________________________ 

mailto:sjbadultfaith@saintjohnbosco.org


 

 

Update your information. Have you moved, changed an 
email address, added a family member, no longer have 
a land line or changed phone numbers? Call the Parish 

Office to submit your changes. 
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FREE BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING 
at Saint John Bosco 1/18 and 1/19 before and 
after Mass in the Usher's Room. No appoint-
ment necessary! Keep the Beat. Protect your 
life. Take charge of your health & have your 

blood pressure taken! 

We are jumping into the FISH FRY FRENZY! Save 
the date for our Lenten Friday Fish Fry! Join your  
fellow parishioners for dinner on Friday, 4/3/20! 

Here’s what they had to say after our last Fish Fry: 
“The fish was excellent. It’s fried to order so that 
means yours comes sizzling and super crisp.” 

You don’t want to miss it. So go ahead and mark your 
calendars now! The fish is great and the company is 

even better. Detailed information to follow! 

We may be familiar with different aspects of the Catholic Faith...but how does it all fit together? And what differ-
ence does it make for our lives? SYMBOLON: The Catholic Faith Explained (Part 2- Living the Faith) is a stun-
ning video series that systematically presents the BIG picture of the Catholic Faith. Part 2 will focus on our en-
counter with God in the sacraments and the moral life so that we can be fully living the Faith. We hope you will 
join us.  The Spring Bible Study will start on 1/28.  The cost is $10. Please make checks payable to St. John 
Bosco.  Drop payment in the collection basket or at the Parish Center -  Attention PREP Office. Registration & 
Payment is due 1/15/20.  (if you weren't able to attend the Fall Bible Study, you can watch Part 1 on FORMED 
and join us for part 2) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I would like to sign up for "Living the Faith" Bible Study 
 
_______ Tuesday Evenings 6:30 to 8:00 PM (1/28-3/31) 
 
_______ Wednesday Mornings 9:30 to 11:00 AM (1/29-4/1) 
 
 

Name: _________________________ Email: _____________________ 
 
Phone No.: _____________________________________________ 

From the PREP Office: We would like to welcome 
you to a PREP PARENT meet and greet SOUP                    

SUPPER on Tuesday, 1/7/20 from 5 - 6pm or 7pm – 
8pm. This is a kick off to our SOUPer Bowl Sunday            
celebration. PREP Students will collect cans of soup 

for SVdP. This is a great opportunity to stay for a little 
while and mingle with other parents in the Cafeteria. 

For planning purposes, we kindly ask you to                       
RSVP to the PREP office by 1/3. 

 
  

Yes, we can attend the SOUP SUPPER on 1/7/20 
  
 
Family Name ______________________________  
 
 
Number attending ___________ 
 
 
Phone: _________________ 
 
 
Time you will attend : _______________________ 

Are you interested in learning ways to  protect your 
children online no matter how they access the Internet?  

 
If so, you will want to attend this NETSMARTZ 

presentation on Tuesday 4/21 at 7pm in the Cafeteria! 
The presentation will focus on ways to identify trends 
to address the evolving needs of kids and teens online. 
Watch this bulletin for detailed information in 2020! 

St. John Bosco Senior Club Meeting 
 

 
Wednesday, January 8, 2020 

12:00 Noon 
Parish Center Cafeteria 

 
Refreshments will be served  


