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SAINT JOHN BOSCO ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE: 215 E. COUNTY LINE ROAD, HATBORO, PA 19040 

Tel. (215) 672-7280 

www.sjbhatboro.org 

November 8, 2020 
32nd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

 

 

Daily Mass: Monday thru Friday 8:45AM 
 

Confession:  Saturday 3:00— 3:30 PM 
 
Rosary: Monday  before 8:45am Mass 

 Saturday before 4pm Vigil Mass 
 
Miraculous Medal Novena: Monday after  
    8:45am Mass 
 
Arranging Marriage   

Congratulations on your engagement!  
See Page 2 for information on celebrating your 
wedding or having your marriage blessed  
at Saint John Bosco.  
 
Arranging Baptism 

First (Spanish) and Last (English) Sundays each 
month following the 11am Mass.  
See Page 2 for more information.   

 

Pastor: Rev. Gary J. Kramer 

 

Weekend Assistant: Rev. Mark J. Hunt,  
   Holy Family University 

Weekend Assistant: Rev. Ed Windhaus 

 

Financial Administrator:  Deacon Daniel J. Rouse 
Secretary:  Mrs. Diane Falchetta 
Secretary:  Mrs. Jeanne Eichorn 

 

Music Director:  Mrs. Lisa Quaranto 

 

PREP Administrator:  Mrs. Janet Sikina 
PREP Office   267-803-0774 
E-mail: prep@saintjohnbosco.org 

 

St. Vincent de Paul Society  215-882-2707 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Evening Vigil Masses: 4:00 PM (English) and 7:00 PM (Spanish) 

Sunday at 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM 
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BAPTISM INFORMATION 
Before date is confirmed, parents must have/obtain:  

• Registration in SJB Parish: Family from another 
parish must obtain written permission from “home” 
parish for Baptism at SJB. 

• Certificate of Eligibility to Serve as Sponsor:         
Each Catholic Sponsor (1 required; 2 preferred) 
must obtain Certificate of Eligibility from “home” 
parish.  Parishes generally do not issue certificates 
to persons not already registered nor to persons 
who left the parish more than 6 months previously.   

• Letter from Pastor for Christian Witness:                
One baptized non-Catholic may serve as a Christian  
Witness and must present Letter of Good Standing 
from current Christian pastor.  A Catholic not     
eligible to  Sponsor may not be Christian Witness.   

 

     Call Parish Office to arrange   

WEDDING INFORMATION 
Wedding Planning begins with engaged couple’s 
meeting a parish priest here at least six (6) months 
before desired wedding date.  Please do not make  
financial commitments before confirming church 
date/time. If a member of the couple was previously 
married, a Declaration of Nullity (Annulment) of the 
prior marriage may be necessary. Please contact  
parish priest for detailed information. 

 

 
 
 

 
Please submit items for Bulletin Sun. issue dates (left)  

   by 12 noon on submission dates (right):  

  November 22……………………Mon., November 9 

  November 29……………………Mon., November 16 

  December 6……………………...Mon., November 23 
 

Please send info./questions to Bulletin Editor at  
bulletined@saintjohnbosco.org. 

Bulletin Editor: Mrs. Holly Pyfer 

Custom Wedding Programs 
Getting married at Saint John Bosco?  

   
Will you need an easy-to-follow wedding program template? 

You can find these templates on the SJB Website! The wedding 
program templates have a basic ceremony structure in them as 
well as details about you, your groom & your bridal party. You'll 

just need to go in & change the details to reflect your special 
day. Use them as a guide & add your own spin to make your 
day truly personal. The templates for half fold are easy to use 

for simple wedding programs. 

MARRIAGE CONVALIDATION:  Couples in a civil or  
non-Catholic religious union without our Church’s 
explicit permission are not in a valid Catholic  
marriage.  They cannot receive other sacraments or 
serve as Catholic Sponsors for Baptism and  
Confirmation.  This situation is often easily remedied 
by “convalidation”, a simple ceremony popularly 
called “getting a marriage blessed”.   
Call Parish Office to arrange.   

PARISH  

REGISTRATION 
 

Have you moved, 
changed an email  
address, added a family 
member, no longer have 
a land line or changed 
phone numbers?  
Call the Parish Office to 
submit changes. 

 

On the SJB Website, you can find a template document in Microsoft Word format for 
creating a booklet for a Roman Catholic Funeral Mass at Saint John Bosco Church. 
You’ll need to go in & change the details. Customizing your template is fast & easy. 
This is a traditional type of program distributed at the Funeral Mass. Try our program 
template for minimal effort & work yet producing a professional booklet. The  
important thing is to have one made so it can serve as a guide for everyone. 

www.heedthecall.org 

Parish Office Hours  

Mass Cards/Mail/Messages/Documents/Facility Keys are available only during open Office Hours.  
Monday– Thursday:  9:00 AM to 12:00 PM & 1:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
Friday: 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM  & 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM * Current hours 9am  to Noon, Monday  thru Friday * 
Saturday/Sunday: Closed 

215-672-7280 

www.sjbhatboro.org 

St. Vincent de Paul 
 Food Pantry has reopened. 

Appointments are necessary to pick up food.   
Please call 215-882-2707. 

 

Donations may be dropped off  
any weekday during office hours. 

 

Unfortunately we  are unable  
to accept perishable food items at this time. 

http://sjbhatboro.org/
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As Catholics reflect on the legacy of St. John Paul II, we will 
hear a great deal about his papacy and its global impact.  
However, I am convinced that as time passes he will be  
memorialized above all—at least by the Church—as a  
preeminent champion of marriage and family life. 

 

St. John Paul II believed the family would play a vital role in the  
new springtime of evangelization and was much more than 
mere bystander in the Church’s evangelizing mission. He  
presented an inherently positive and bold view of marriage and 
family life. He was confident that no ideology, however  
daunting, can extinguish what God has set in motion. While the 
family finds itself in the midst of an eroding cultural crisis,  
facing militant attempts to redefine marriage contrary to reason 
and the Gospel of Jesus Christ, John Paul II redirects our gaze 
to the truth of Christian marriage as a fruit of the redemption of 
Christ. He saw the family in its full potential in the order of 
grace—that if lived according to this potential in Christ, it could 
change the culture and the world. For John Paul II, the family 
is an active and vital agent in establishing a civilization of love 
and the renewal of Christian culture. 

As evident from his numerous writings on this topic (most  
notably “Original Unity of Man and Woman”, Familiaris  
Consortio and “Letter to Families”), John Paul presented the 
family as rooted in the economy of salvation—that is, God’s act 
of creating the world and offering salvation through Christ—
with an important role to play in the order of redemption. The 
family, as such, must continue the work of Christ and this work 
must begin first within itself, within each individual family  
before affecting the extended community. 

Many mistakenly think that magisterial teaching is too  
theological, and thus impractical, to be effectively used for the 
work in the Lord’s vineyard. And some may be intimidated by 
John Paul’s reflections, seeing them as daunting, too  
philosophical and overly academic. Yet, despite the  
scholarship and depth of his writing, John Paul had no  
intention of having his teachings about the human person re-
main only on the academic level. Rather, his reflections are 
deeply Christological and Trinitarian, and meant to change 
lives. 
 
 
Marriage in the Economy of Salvation 
The world, explained John Paul, has been penetrated by the 
Divine in startling fashion. “For by his incarnation the Son of 
God united himself in a certain way with every man. The divine 
mystery of the Incarnation of the Word thus has an intimate 
connection with the human family” (LF 2). Marriage has a role 
in the economy of salvation; it is and can be an instrument of 
redemption for the world. Having been taken up into Christ, it 
extends to the temporal order, thereby building a civilization of 
love. The sacrament of marriage is a sign of God’s work in the 
world; it reveals and points to the origin of its existence, God. 
“The Christian family is called upon like the large-scale 
Church, to be a sign of unity for the world and in this way  
exercise its prophetic role by bearing witness to the Kingdom 
and peace of Christ, towards which the whole world is  
journeying” (FC 48). 

John Paul recognized that “the primordial model of the family is 
to be sought in God himself, in the Trinitarian mystery of 
life” (LF 6). His vision of family as communio personarum is 
rooted in the communio of the Godhead. He made these  
insights explicit for the family so that the family could see  
within itself what God has done for man and what the family 
can do for the world by grace. If marriage and the family are a 
channel of Christ’s grace, then it has the potential to radically 
draw the culture to the rediscovery of the human person’s own 
giftedness in Christ. Highlighting the economy of salvation is 
crucial for marriage. Marriage does not exist merely as a  
natural union, but also as a means of grace and salvation—not 
only to the husband and wife, but to the fruit their marriage 
generates within the culture. But this depends on whether 
spouses will embrace the truth of who they are in Christ and 
live according to that truth. 

The Holy Trinity, the central mystery of the Christian faith  
(CCC234), is communicated through sacramental living. The 
Church, the instrument and dispenser of sanctifying grace in 

God’s plan of salvation, nourishes and strengthens us to live 
our vocation. “The ultimate end of the whole divine economy is 
the entry of God’s creatures into the perfect unity of the 
Blessed Trinity” (CCC 260). In this context we can understand 
John Paul’s vision of marriage and family and the human  
person. Not only did he provide the theological and  
anthropological foundations, he was equally concerned with 
the transmission of this content into the lives of families. How 
will they receive it and be transformed by it? How will they live 
this most high calling in a practical and transformative way? 

The pastoral care of the family is based on the theology that  
gives it life. “God’s work reveals who he is in himself, the  
mystery of his being enlightens our understanding of all his 
works”(CCC 236). John Paul wished for us to understand the 
truth about ourselves and not settle for reductions of our  
personhood. Marriage faces the same reductionistic onslaught 
which besets man, and this is the reason, in an era of  
anthropological confusion—who and what is man?—that  
marriage between a man and a woman is under attack.  
Whenever man rejects God, there is also an inherent rejection 
of man and his calling to fullness of life. Without a proper  
understanding of who man is, the purpose and meaning of 
marriage cannot be comprehended in its fullness. 
 
 
The Total Vision of Man 
“Gloria Dei vivens homo! Man is the glory of God!” These words, 
often quoted from St. Irenaeus (Advuses Heresies IV, 20, 7), 
captures the Church’s vision of man. St. John Paul II’s  
pontificate was, in many ways, an unpacking of this rich  
statement, an articulation of the total vision of man as  
expressed and found in Humane Vitae (see HV 7). The human 
person is not the self-made-man plastered all over billboards 
and magazines, but is God’s greatest masterpiece of creation, 
a sign of the Mystery that is present in the world. “Man is the 
only being which God had created for its own sake (see  
Gaudium et spes 24). In his “Letter to Families”,  
John Paul said, 

Human beings are not the same thing as the images proposed  
in advertising and shown by the modern mass media. They are 
much more, in their physical and psychic unity, as composites 
of soul and body, as persons. They are much more because of 
their vocation to love, which introduces them as male and  
female into the realm of the “great mystery” (LF 20). 

Again, John Paul II did not intend for his teaching about man to  
remain in the realm of academics or theoretical speculation. If 
left as such, it would reduce man to an abstraction. Nor was he 
willing to settle for a utopian vision of man—a man too lofty for 
this side of heaven, unattainable and therefore un-relatable. 
Instead, he chose not to ignore the predicament that man is 
situated in a fallen world, but recognized that fallen man is 
always and everywhere in need of redemption. At the same 
time, John Paul II believed that this fallen man could be  
remade in Christ, to become “fully alive” through the  
redemption accomplished by Christ. The goal of the Christian 
life is to live as the “new man” (cf. Rom. 13:14, Eph. 4:24) 
since, as St. Paul asserted, it is no longer “I who live but Christ 
who lives within me” (Gal. 2:20). This is our highest calling; this 
is the truth about the person that St. John Paul II wishes the 
family to recognize, realize, and live 

The Catechism states that “the divine image is present in every  
man. It shines forth in the communion of persons, in the  
likeness of the unity of the divine persons among themselves. 
From his conception he is destined for eternal beatitude. He 
finds his perfection in seeking and loving what is true and 
good” (CCC 1702-1704). We are beings created in love and for 
love, as “love is the fundamental and innate vocation of every 
human being” (FC 11). For this reason it is imperative for 
spouses to meet Christ, the source of love and the one who 
“fully reveals man to himself” (GS 22). In marriage, in their one 
flesh union, man and woman are to live as the new man by 
forming a communion of persons, through a sincere gift of self. 
Love forms the inner dynamism of family life and of conjugal 
communion. 

continued on page 6 

Pope Saint John Paul II’s vision of family and marriage for 
the New Evangelization 

http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/audiences/catechesis_genesis/
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/audiences/catechesis_genesis/
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_19811122_familiaris-consortio_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_19811122_familiaris-consortio_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/letters/1994/documents/hf_jp-ii_let_02021994_families_en.html
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Addictions touch many people’s lives.  We all 
know someone who is affected by addiction of 

some kind.  On the 2nd Friday of each month 
all are invited to  gather in the Adoration 

Chapel at 9:15 am for  Rosary.  Come to pray 
for a loved one, yourself, or even a stranger who 

is living in the grasp of an addiction. Come      
together to support those in recovery and to pray for those 
struggling with addictions.  Prayer can change everything! 

Our goal is to provide prayer support for the men and women of 
the Saint John Bosco community who are serving on active duty 

in the United States Armed Forces. If you have a family  
member or close friend serving on active duty who could use our 
prayer support for their health, well-being and safe return, please 

call the Parish Office. 

Ira Bellew 
Dave Berry 
Elle Caruso 

Josh Chattley  
Darcie Cimarusti 

Dee Conner 
Marianne R. Costello 
Linda Cunningham 
Louise D’Agostino 

Ellen Dardis 
Gloria Donneys 

Lois Dudley 
Emily Elwell 

Linda Giardetti 
Dennis Gillen 
Janis Golob 

Marie Gonzalez 
Donna Graeber 
Anna Hessler 

Anna Hryhorec 
Lilly Ibbotson 

Bryce Ingraham 
Chris Ingraham 

Jayden Ingraham 
Tim Keebler 

Kolby Daniel Kehler 
Kathy Kelley 

William Keyes 
James Kirkpatrick 

John Kempf 
Edgar Langdon 

Christopher Laskey 
Santa E. Marty 

Alona McCloskey 
Lucas McCrea 

Christine McGeehan 
Edward McParland 
Colleen T. McPeak  
Angelina McVey 

Joan Miles 
Nichole Miller 

Nancy Mineweaser  
Henry Mulroney 

John Murphy 
Francis Nulty 

Ryan Palm 
Lori Palmentera 
Daniel Pierson 

Rev. Francis J. Pileggi 
Karen Powers 
Chip Randa 

Allan Rhodes 
Anna Rose 
Meg Rost 

Catherine Sarsfield 
Betty Ann Smith 
Michael Slater 

Sun Soon  
Felicia Soto 

Marcial  Soto 
Joseph Sykes 

Linda Nye Tooles 
Ronald Tull 

Mary Vincelli 
Frank Waltrich 
Marie Weniger 
Jason Wilkins 
Lorraine Wine 

Maria Wingeron 

SATURDAY, NOVERMBER 7, 2020 
               4:00 PM  Joseph & Anna King 
   7:00 PM  Pro Populo (For the People) 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2020 
    8:00   AM  John Pyeron 
   11:00 AM  Linda Kent 
11/9    MON.     8:45 AM  Victor Hellman 
11/10  TUES.    8:45 AM  William J. Frizlen, III 
11/11  WED.     8:45 AM  Peter J. Dawson 
11/12  THURS. 8:45 AM  Bernard  Campbell 
11/13  FRI.        8:45 AM  The Hoey Family (LIVING) 

Almighty and eternal God, those who take 
refuge in you will be glad and forever will 
shout for joy. Protect these soldiers as they 
discharge their duties. Protect them with the 
shield of your strength and keep them safe 
from all evil and harm. May the power of 

your love enable them to return home in safety, that with 
all who love them, they may ever praise you for 

your loving care. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Please keep the following military in your prayers:                         
Hector Guillermo Torres Carbo – Army – E3 
Maya Medrano—Airforce—Military Police - E-3 
Tyler Palmentera—Navy– E5 
Noe Argenis Reyes – Marines – Air Traffic Controller – E3 
Captain Vincent McPeak - USAF 
Captain Emily Bohnenkamp -USAF 

Adoration Chapel  
Mon.: after 8:45 am Mass to 7:00 pm.  

Tues. to Fri.: 8:00 am to 7:00 pm.   

Sat. & Sun. Closed.  The chapel is closed on weekends for 
security reasons.  Please do not try to  enter the Church 

outside of these hours.  
Prayer Intention Candles (2) burn all week  
alongside Blessed Sacrament when Chapel is open.  
This week the candles represent these intentions:  

 
 

      How We List: Just send your name with intention & offering 
to ADORATION CANDLE c/o Parish Center. Please name one 

Person, Couple (engaged or married),   Family, Group per re-
quest. Candles are available for living or dec’d.  Offering: $ 15. 

We welcome Catholics with Celiac Disease to the Table of the Lord.  
Low-gluten Communion hosts are available at all weekend liturgies to 

those suffering from Celiac Sprue disease. When you arrive for Mass, go 
to the Sacristy. Let the Sacristan know that you will need a  

low-gluten host. The low-gluten hosts are consecrated at the same time as 
the regular hosts. When you reach the Presider during the Communion 

Procession, whisper to him that you will need to receive a low-gluten host. 

 

Please Pray for Our Faithful 
Departed whose Funeral 

Masses were celebrated in 
our Parish 

 

Dorothy A. Skulskie 
Marianne Galvin 

Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  May their souls and all the souls of the  
Faithful Departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. 

Amen. 
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What comes to mind when you hear the letters R-C-I-A?  
Many know these letters to mean the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, the 
usual way for non-Catholic adults to become full members of the Church, the 

Body of Christ. What surprises many Catholics, however, is that RCIA  
involves the whole parish. Long before the saying “it takes a village to 
raise a child” became popular, Christians knew and still know it takes the Holy 
Spirit and a parish to form new members. We are blessed to have adults  
inquiring and preparing to become full members of the Body of Christ, a very 
good sign of a lively parish. Yet this now challenges each of us as members of 
Saint John Bosco. How do we, both new and lifelong members, stay alive and 
continue maturing as disciples of Jesus? 
 
1. In your daily prayers, always include a prayer for Saint John Bosco 
Parish that we may do what Jesus has entrusted to us through the Grace of the 
Holy Spirit to do the will of God our Father. 
 
2. If you know a family member or friend who has expressed some desire 
to become a Catholic Christian, bring her or him to an RCIA gathering. 

We meet each Sunday after the 8:00am Mass in the Parish  
Center. In the early part of RCIA, THERE ARE NO COMMITMENTS. 

Come and see what and Who RCIA is all about. 
 
3. Consider a role in RCIA. We need parishioners to serve as catechists, to 
help with hospitality and (somewhat urgently) to serve as sponsors. If you do 
not feel comfortable being a catechist or sponsor, we certainly welcome and 
need your presence as a witness to life of the Holy Spirit acting in all our lives. 
Your quiet and gentle presence is a powerful testimony of faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
If you have questions, send an email to rcia@saintjohnbosco.org or come to 
the Parish Center after the 8:00am Mass on a Sunday. Over the years,  
parishioners have mentioned that participating in RCIA contributed  
significantly in growing as mature disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
 
Sunday   Amount* Difference  
10/18/2020  $  7,446.63 
10/20/2019  $  7,854.00 -$   407.37 

 * Includes E-Giving 

 

All Souls 
10/18/2020  $     862.00 
10/20/2019  $  1,444.00 -$   582.00 

Thank you for supporting Saint John Bosco Parish! 

Come and pray with us on  

Sunday, 11/8  

at the 11 am Mass  

at our annual  

We will pray for all who have died & particularly those 

who have been buried from our Parish in this past year.  

We will remember by name all those Parishioners who 

have passed away this year. This is a special time to  

remember all of our loved ones that have gone back to God. 

Mass of  
Remembrance.  

The Rosary is primarily a prayer of meditation.   
We reflect on important events in the life of Christ & we 
give God thanks for these events which bring us our  
salvation.  As we reflect on these eternal truths & try to 
apply them to our daily lives, we recite prayers (Our  
Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be) which become like  
background music for our meditation. We ask Mary to 
unite her prayers to ours & to guide our 
efforts in following her Son's  
example.   Please join us to pray the  
Rosary before Mass on Thanksgiving 
Day!  Let us pray the rosary together 
with a grateful “Thank You” on each 
bead. Rosary will begin at 8:15am.  

We welcome into the Church and our Parish: 
 

Penelope Boyle Cannon-Visco 

Dean Michael Gilchrist 

Emilio Anthony Francis 

God of peace, 
we pray for 
those who have 
served our  
nation and have 
laid down their 
lives to protect 
and defend our 
freedom. We 

pray for those who have fought, whose spirits and 
bodies are scarred by war, whose nights are haunted 
by memories too painful for the light of day. We pray 
for those who serve us now, especially for those in 
harm’s way. Shield them from danger and bring them 
home. Turn the hearts and minds of our leaders and 
our enemies to the work of justice and a harvest of 
peace. Spare the poor, Lord, spare the poor! May the 
peace you left us, the peace you gave us, be the 
peace that sustains, the peace that saves us. Christ 
Jesus, hear us! Lord Jesus, hear our prayer! Amen   
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(continued from page 3) 
 
The Evangelizing Mission of the Family 
The “future of evangelization”, insisted John Paul, “depends in 
great part on the Church of the home” (FC 52). In Redemptor 
Hominis, he stated that “the missionary attitude always begins 
with a feeling of deep esteem for what is in man” (RH 12). In a 
seemingly radical statement John Paul proclaimed that “Man is 
the primary and fundamental way for the Church, the way 
traced out by Christ Himself, the way that leads invariably 
through the mystery of the Incarnation and Redemption” (RH 
14). In “Letter to Families”, John Paul repeated this theme, 
stating that “Christ entrusted man to the Church; he entrusted 
man to her as the way of her mission and ministry. Of all the 
many paths that man walks, the family is the first and most 
important. It is a common path to all, yet one which is  
particular, unique and unrepeatable just like every individual is 
unrepeatable” (cf. LF 2).The family, as a way of the Church, 
makes sense in light of the Gen 2:24, “Therefore a man leaves 
his father and his mother and cleaves to his wife, and they 
become one flesh”. Ever since the fall, this unity of man and 
woman has been threatened; therefore the Church exists for 
man and for the family, for its sanctification and protection. 
Man passes through and forms a family as part of his created 
nature; the formation of this community of life and love is a 
deeply human act. The family for its part is not only the object 
of the Church’s missionary activity but also a way for its  
activity, that is, a participant in the mission of the Church which 
is an important focus of the New Evangelization. 

In turn, the Christian family is grafted into the mystery of the  
Church to such a degree as to become a sharer in its own 
way, in the saving mission proper to the Church. For this  
reason they not only receive the love of Christ and become a 
saved community, but they are also called upon to  
communicate Christ’s love to their brethren, thus becoming a 
saving community (FC 49). 

The family’s first task is to live with fidelity, working to develop  
an authentic community of persons. The inner logic that  
animates the family is love; love forms the basis of the family 
as a communio personarum. God is love (cf. 1 Jn. 4:8); if love is 
the bond of the Trinitarian communion then, by grace, love is 
the bond of conjugal communion of spouses. Simply stated, 
authentic love forms the essence of the gift of self, that is, 
Christian marriage. Just as the love of God in himself is fruitful 
and superabundant, so too should the grace of the sacrament 
of matrimony overflow from the couple to their children and to 
society. To the extent the Christian family accepts the Gospel 
and matures in faith, it becomes an evangelizing community. 
Each member of the family, the spouses in particular (who are 
the primary educators of their children) must have an  
encounter with Christ in order to generate within themselves 
an evangelical spirit. John Paul reminds us that “the very  
preparation for Christian marriage is itself a journey of faith. It 
is a special opportunity for the engaged to rediscover and 
deepen the faith received in Baptism and nourished by  
Christian upbringing” (FC 51). 

The family’s mission is to actively participate in the  
sanctification of the temporal order. “The Christian family is 
called upon to take part actively and responsibly in the mission 
of the Church in a way that is original and specific, by placing 
itself, in what it is and what it does as an intimate community of  
life and love at the service of the Church and society” (FC 50).  
 

 
 
Families, of course, are very busy today, often swimming 
against the tide of a fast-paced culture that can be distracting 
and oppressive. How can the family begin to evangelize and 
build a civilization of love? By authentically living their vocation 
from the heart of the Church. John Paul notes that in order for 
the family to be a sign of Christ’s presence in the world and to 
take up its mission as evangelizing community, each member 
of the family, particularly the spouses, must end the reign of 
sin in their lives (cf. FC 63). You cannot bear fruit if you are 
severed from the vine, you cannot give what you do not have. 
In order for the family to participate in this task it has to be  
constantly nourished and sustained at the wellspring of grace 
in the Liturgy. Furthermore “the little domestic Church, like the 
greater Church, needs to be constantly and intensely  
evangelized: hence its duty regarding permanent education in 
faith” (FC 51). 

Likewise, in order to fulfill its missionary mandate, the family  
has to abandon the view that it is more of a victim of the  
culture, rather than a protagonist in its transformation. We are 
not defeated. We have freedom in Christ to embrace and live 
the truth of our humanity, a freedom that is neither understood 
or experienced in a life of sin. Building a civilization of love is 
contingent upon the sacramental living and active commitment 
of spouses: 

By means of the sacrament of marriage, in which it is rooted  
and from which it draws its nourishment, the Christian family is 
continuously vivified by the Lord Jesus and called and  
engaged by Him in a dialogue with God through the  
sacraments, through the offering of one’s life and through  
prayer. In this priestly role, the Christian family is called to be 
sanctified and to sanctify the ecclesial community and the 
world (FC 55). 

The civilization of love is the extension of God’s love as  
radiated in and through the family. It is tempting to think that 
this civilization of love is somehow the Church’s version of a 
utopian society, as something unobtainable. However, the  
civilization of love originates in God who is Love; it is not the 
result of wishful thinking. Rather, “it grows as a result of the 
constant cultivation which the Gospel allegory of the vine and 
branches describe in such a direct way, ‘I am the true vine, 
and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch of mine that 
bears no fruit, he takes away, and every branch that does bear 
fruit he prunes, that it may bear more fruits’ (Jn. 15:1-2)” (LF 
13). The family will bear fruit as an agent of the New  
Evangelization insofar as it is grafted to Christ. 
 
Conclusion 
John Paul’s vision of family life instill confidence in the fact of 
Christ’s victory over sin and the failure to truly love. This victory 
of Christ is a real event—not merely an historical occurrence 
tacked onto the Christian life as a desperate plea for  
affirmation. It is a fact, one that we can believe in with  
certainty. The family situated in the economy of salvation is 
saved by Christ but also saves in Christ; it is a participant vital 
to the transformation of culture. The genius of John Paul II’s 
vision for family life generates within us today the reality of 
living the Christian life in such a way as to engage the crisis of 
marriage and family by being remade in Christ. 
Let us remember with gratitude the gift of his Pontificate.  
St. John Paul II, pray for us! 

PAY ATTENTION … 
Join us this Advent on Sunday evenings at 6PM 
on the Bosco Facebook Page! We will pray & 
reflect on the Sunday Gospel. Walk with us as a 
family as we prepare our hearts for the coming of 
Jesus. In these prayerful 15 minutes, let us bring 
our focus from the busyness of the season back to the reason for the 
season. Mark your calendars, you don't want to miss this! 
 

We have purchased an amaryllis bulb. We are going to fill a contain-
er with potting soil on the first Sunday of Advent. We will place  the 
pot near a sunny window & water frequently.  Gentle daily watering  
functions as a form of Advent discipline. Each week when we meet 
we will show you the progress. We thought this would be a great 
way to learn about "watching and waiting'! Somewhere in the latter 
days of Advent or on one of the 12 days of Christmas, the plant will 
start to flower. Stay tuned .. what color will the flowers be?? 

Advent presents a unique  
opportunity to revive our interest in 
the Rosary. It is the shortest  
liturgical season in the Catholic 
Church & it is entirely focused on 
Jesus & Mary. In many ways  

Advent could be called the “Season of Mary,” as we 
accompany her on her road to Bethlehem.   
ZOOM with us on Monday evenings during Advent to 
pray the Rosary meditating on the Joyful Mysteries.  
We will meet via ZOOM on 11/30, 12/7, 12/14 & 12/21 
at 6:30pm.   
ZOOM Meeting ID: 938 8217 1372;  
Passcode: 353932.  
We invite families to join us in an experience of faith & 
prayer as we learn from Mary who Jesus is & who we are. 



 

 7 118   SJBosco 

Remain in My Love  
is an Archdiocesan initiative 
for the renewal of marriage & 
family life. We firmly believe 
that healthy marriages 

strengthen the family; family strengthens the church; 
strengthen the Church & then you can change the world!   
 

Let us pray together this Married Couples prayer:  
Lord God, we acknowledge your greatness & our need 
for your grace in our marriage. We thank you now for 
the gift you have given us in each other, this  
opportunity to love & be loved completely. We accept 
this beautiful challenge & and ask you to bless us.  
May our love encourage us to grow to be holier  
individuals, bringing out the best in each other.  
Following your example, Jesus, may we be quick to 
forgive, ready with a healing word or touch. Teach us 
to speak to each other with charity & honesty. Help us 
avoid the temptation to take each other for granted. 
Instead, remind us, day by day, to see each other as 
you see us. May we be as patient with each other as 
you are with us. May our love be generous, reaching 
out beyond ourselves to all we meet. We pray that 
they may meet you in us. Let our life together be a 
light of hope to those who fear that a total  
commitment is not possible today. Faith gives us  
courage, for we believe that the love that comes from 
you is freeing & life-giving.  
Lord, be a partner with us in our marriage; with your 
help it will be strong & enduring. We rejoice that you 
have brought us together.  
May we always be one in you. Amen.    

Advent Meditations  

with Mary  

Experience a more peaceful, joyful, more  
meaningful Advent than ever before. This  
Advent, don’t get caught up in the busyness. 
Don’t get lost in the anxiety of preparing for a 
day. Joyfully anticipate the coming of the person 
of Jesus through an encounter with His Most 
Blessed Mother. The Rejoice! Advent  
Meditations with Mary Journal not only lets you walk beside 
Mary during the first Advent, but also lets you get to know her in a 
way you haven’t before. Rejoice! offers more than insights &  
information about Mary’s life: it offers an opportunity for you to 
encounter Mary in the quiet of your heart.  Consider taking this 
journey with Mary through Advent. The journal (can be purchased 
on Amazon for $10)  is a place for you to speak to God & to hear & 
see all that He has to show you. To accompany the Journal,  
Rejoice! offers weekly videos. Sign up at rejoiceprogram.com to 
receive them by email. Each week's theme will help you walk  
closer & closer to the ultimate goal of preparing for the person of 
Jesus, not just preparing Christmas! You don’t change your life for 
an idea. You change your life for a person.  

We invite all of our parishioners and 

friends to come together to pray and thank 

the Lord for all of His blessings. Our Parish 

provides food to many families all year 

long, but we want to fill our food pantry 

during the Thanksgiving season.  

Please  bring  to  our  Thanksgiving  Family  

Mass  a  non-perishable  food  item.  

Containers will be in the main vestibule of 

the Church for your donations.   

Thank  you  for  helping   
those  who  are  less  fortunate.  

On Tuesday, 11/24 at 6:30 pm,  
we will celebrate a  

Thanksgiving  
Family Mass  
at Saint John Bosco. 

Have you wanted to be able to share more with others but felt you were lacking in 
knowledge? Through this content you will be able to not only learn more about the 
Catholic faith but also go deeper & strengthen your own relationship with God.  
FORMED is designed to help adults grow in their faith at all levels – how we think, 
how we pray & how we live. Better yet, access is FREE to all parishioners & 
their families or friends anywhere, anytime on computers, tablets, or phones. 
FORMED is a game-changer, a real immersion of Faith!  
Already have a Formed account?  Visit FORMED.org; Click Sign in; enter your 
email; Click the link in your email! You're in! No more passwords!  
Want to create a new FORMED account with your parish? Visit FORMED.org; 
Click Sign Up ; Select "I belong to a Parish or Organization"; Find Saint John 
Bosco by name, zip, or parish code; Enter your email & you're in!  

Here’s a unique  
New Year’s Resolution!  

Memory Jars  
are a great way to preserve special 
events in your family’s life. At the 
beginning of the year grab an  
empty jar. Put a note inside the jar 
every time something memorable happens. Add  
photos, ticket stubs, trinkets or treasures. Open the 
jar on New Year’s Eve and relive the memories. 

Who better than the Blessed Virgin Mary to guide us 
on our way to Christmas? She received Jesus first and 
carried Him in her womb. She shows us how to  
surrender to the will of God, to be humble and  
obedient, to serve and to forsake materialism. We  
invite all WOMEN to join us for a Marian Devotion 
on the Bosco FACEBOOK page on Thursday, 12/10 at 
6:30pm. As our Advent model, let us look to Mary in a 
particular way to help us grow in faith. Let us seek 
Mary’s intercession.  She will help us on our own 
journey. Let us come together as Women of Faith 
during this season of Hope. 
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Grab your milk & cookies & join us for a  

VIRTUAL FAMILY HOLY HAPPY HOUR!  
We will meet via ZOOM on Thursday, 11/12 at 6PM.  Our Family Holy Happy Hour will 
make time stand still for a little family fun! We will pray, talk & play games! Once you let us 
know that you can join us, we will send you the ZOOM ID & Password. This event counts 
as an activity for our Summer Prep & Home Based Catechesis Students.  Drop the  
completed form in the collection basket or call the PREP office 267-803-0774 to register!  
So … we invite you to sit back & enjoy this family time! If you’re lucky & plan your snacks 
right, you won’t have to cook dinner & the Family Holy Happy Hour can continue on into the 
wee hours of dusk! 
  
Yes, we can attend the Family Happy Holy Hour 

 
  
Family Name ______________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
Phone ____________________________________________________________ 

Looking for a fun & enriching 
experience for the kids?  
Join us on Facebook for  

Every Tuesday afternoon, we 
will pick out an awesome 
book to read to you. Story 
time can be a fun way for 
our young Catholics to grow 
in the faith.  All kids (and 
parents) are invited.  

Who said book clubs just  
had to be for adults?  

Kids can get in on the fun, too!  
Winter is almost here!  

 

With it will come endless  
opportunities for kids to curl up 

with a great book! Reading a 
book with friends could be just 
the thing that changes a child’s 

mind about reading!  
 

The Stranger At The Manger by 
Lisa M. Hendey is the book that 
we have chosen for our Bosco 
Busy Bees Book Club. It is 
ideal for children in grades 2-5.  

 
WE WILL MEET VIA ZOOM ON  
WEDNESDAY, 12/3 AT 6PM 

 

When kids participate in the  
Bosco Busy Bees Book Club, they are sure to have a 
blast, while they reap the incredible benefits of reading! 

  

Pre-registration is required. Once you register, we will 
send you the ZOOM ID and Password. 

Hoping you will decide to  
join our Children's Book Club! 

Bosco Busy Bees Book Club 
SJB’s  

Children's Book Club 
 

Father Dave Pivonka and The Wild Goose team have brought 
together a wonderful series of reflections on the Holy  
Spirit.  “The Wild Goose is an ancient name that the Celts used 
for the Holy Spirit. Yes, there is a wildness to the Holy Spirit. 
The dominant images of the Holy Spirit are a meek dove or a 
flickering flame of a candle, both of which are in one way  
accurate. But the Holy Spirit is more than that. God’s Spirit is 
power & blows not merely like a gentle breeze but at times like 
a raging wind.”  With the perspective of Fr. Pivonka’s website, 
we now see it’s more like the wild goose is chasing us! As we 
go this way & that way with the constant changes of the world, 
the love of God is always there, “chasing” us. If only we would 
be still & let it find us, the love that we have been searching for.   

SJB will host the Wild Goose Bible Study in 2021.   
Stay tuned for more information.   

Let us pray that the Holy Spirit pours His love into our hearts  
today and every day.  

Once upon a book club…. 
In the Bosco Book Club (A Novel 
Bunch), we’ll be reading & discussing 
newly released, highly rated books 
from a wide variety of genres.  This 
month we’re reading: ELEANOR  

OLIPHANT IS COMPLETELY FINE by Gail  
Honeyman. We will meet on Monday 11/16 at 7:00PM 
in the Parish Center. Bring a dish to share & the  
beverage of your choice. We'll eat & laugh & at some 
point discuss the book.  Even if you don't finish it, 
come & we'll fill you in on the plot. Mostly we like 
sharing our favorite reads.  Happy Reading!  

Hope to see you at our next Get Together! 
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Can you name the podium where 

the lector stands? Do you know 

why the holy water fonts are  

located near the doors? Well here is 

your chance to find out. We are 

about to embark on a  

Virtual Church Tour 
every Monday on the Bosco Facebook page!  

With Family Fun we will Focus on Faith!  
Each week we will help you learn about different 

statues, vessels, paintings etc. Together let us build a  

stronger Catholic Church for the future. 

 

Each child enrolled in Saint John Bosco PREP, should  

complete Mass Reflection Forms. This activity provides 
an opportunity to deepen our awareness of and appreciation for 
the Mass and to take a closer look at what we are doing when 

we gather for Mass on Sunday and the ways each of us  
participate. Regular attendance at Mass and daily prayer are 
necessary to the development of your child’s faith formation 

and is expected of all children.  Make it a family activity!  We 
ask that you help your child fill out the Mass Reflection Form 
(after Mass, not during Mass) by sharing thoughts about the 

questions. It is okay and suggested that parents and siblings get 
in on it!  The forms can be found on the Bosco Website. But 
remember to allow your child to do the work. Please place 

completed forms in the basket in the main lobby of Church. 
Thank you. 

After his release from the army, 

Martin  
presented himself to Hilary, the 
bishop of Poitiers, who made 
him an acolyte.  In a dream he 
was told to visit his parents & 
convert them.  His mother  
embraced the faith, but his  
father would not.  On this  
journey, he preached against 
the Arian heresy, and suffered a 
public scourging for it when he fell into the hands of the  
enemy.  Managing to return to Poitiers, the bishop gave 
him a plot of land on which to build a hut.  It was 2 
miles outside the city in a place now called Ligugé.  This 
became the core of Martin’s spirituality:  prayer,  
solitude & sacrifice.  Adopting a hair shirt & animal 
skins for his habit (a far cry from the fancy uniform  
depicted in the painting) Martin lived the life of a  
hermit in his wooden hut.  In time, he attracted more & 
more men who wanted to follow his example.  From this 
primitive beginning, Martin established the first  
monastic community in Gaul.  The discipline he received 
in the military provided the fertile ground in which his  
monastic system could flower.  But the Lord had further 
plans for Martin, and called him from his spiritual oasis 
when the bishop of Tours died in 371. We celebrate his 
feast day on 11/11. 

Family Connection:  
 
In the daily activities of family life, we 
can easily find excuses for not attending 
to our spiritual lives. If not given top 
priority, prayer & reading Scripture risk 
becoming occasional activities rather 
than daily practices. In today’s Gospel, 
Jesus reminds us that if we fail to give 
our spiritual life priority, we will find 

ourselves unprepared to receive Jesus. Daily prayer & spiritual  
practice keeps us ready to receive Jesus. Gather together as a family 
& talk about some of the things our faith calls us to do every day & 
every week to keep God first in our lives. Talk about what might  
happen if we don’t do these things regularly. Explain to your family 
that Jesus taught us that it is important to keep ourselves ready to 
receive him when he comes again. Tell them to listen as you read the 
parable that Jesus tells in today’s Gospel. Read aloud  
Matthew 25:1-13. Talk with your family about why Jesus says that it 
is so important to remain ready to receive the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Pray together that your family will always keep God first in your lives 
so that you will all be prepared to receive Jesus when he comes.  
Pray together the Act of Hope. 

We've got the scoop where you 
can see puppets in action!  

Puppet shows are great fun for  
audiences of all ages!  

Join us for a Bosco & Company  

PUPPET SHOW  
every Friday afternoon on the 
Bosco Facebook Page! Even if 
your kids can't sit still for more 

than 5 minutes, chances are they'll make it through a 
puppet show. It's the perfect first-time theater  
experience: The characters are captivating, the 
shows bring bible stories to life & if your kids make 
silly faces at the screen, the puppets won't get  
offended. The show is sure to be a unique  
experience!   

Hope you can join us.  

PUPPET  

 

 

 
 

SHOW 

Join us for a  
Christmas Classic  

Movie Night,  

on Friday 12/4/20.  
Come & celebrate the 

spirit of the season!  
The presentation will 

start at 6:00pm in the Parish Center.  
Please enter through the back doors!  
This is a free family-friendly event.   

Bring your own drinks & snacks to enjoy  

during the movie if you would like. Take  

advantage of what might be your last chance 
to sit back & relax before the holidays with 

this classic Christmas movie event.   

Thank you for bringing a non-perishable item  
to help fill the Outreach boxes & bring  

needy families Christmas joy. 

(Social Distance will be maintained  
and masks must be worn.) 

http://sjbhatboro.org/?page_id=681
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