SAINT JOHN BOSCO ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
PARISH CENTER OFFICE: 215 E. COUNTY LINE ROAD, HATBORO, PA 19040
Tel. (215) 672-7280
www.sjbhatboro.org

December 20, 2020
4th Sunday
of Advent

Pastor: Rev. Gary J. Kramer

Daily Mass: Monday thru Friday 8:45AM

Weekend Assistant: Rev. Mark J. Hunt,

Confession: Saturday 3:00— 3:30 PM

Holy Family University

Rosary: Monday before 8:45am Mass
Saturday before 4pm Vigil Mass

Weekend Assistant: Rev. Ed Windhaus

Miraculous Medal Novena: Monday after
8:45am Mass

Financial Administrator: Deacon Daniel J. Rouse
Secretary: Mrs. Diane Falchetta
Secretary: Mrs. Jeanne Eichorn

Arranging Marriage
Congratulations on your engagement!
See Page 2 for information on celebrating your
wedding or having your marriage blessed
at Saint John Bosco.

Music Director: Mrs. Lisa Quaranto
PREP Administrator: Mrs. Janet Sikina
PREP Office 267-803-0774
E-mail: prep@saintjohnbosco.org

Arranging Baptism
First (Spanish) and Last (English) Sundays each
month following the 11am Mass.
See Page 2 for more information.

St. Vincent de Paul Society 215-882-2707

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday Evening Vigil Masses: 4:00 PM (English) and 7:00 PM (Spanish)
Sunday at 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM
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Parish Office Hours
Mass Cards/Mail/Messages/Documents/Facility Keys are available only during open Office Hours.
Monday– Thursday: 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM & 1:00 PM to 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM & 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM * Current hours 9am to Noon, Monday thru Friday *
Saturday/Sunday: Closed

215-672-7280

www.sjbhatboro.org

WEDDING INFORMATION
Wedding Planning begins with engaged couple’s
meeting a parish priest here at least six (6) months
before desired wedding date. Please do not make
financial commitments before confirming church
date/time. If a member of the couple was previously
married, a Declaration of Nullity (Annulment) of the
prior marriage may be necessary. Please contact
parish priest for detailed information.

BAPTISM INFORMATION

MARRIAGE CONVALIDATION: Couples in a civil or
non-Catholic religious union without our Church’s
explicit permission are not in a valid Catholic
marriage. They cannot receive other sacraments or
serve as Catholic Sponsors for Baptism and
Confirmation. This situation is often easily remedied
by “convalidation”, a simple ceremony popularly
called “getting a marriage blessed”.
Call Parish Office to arrange.
PARISH
REGISTRATION

Have you moved,
changed an email
address, added a family
member, no longer have
a land line or changed
phone numbers?
Call the Parish Office to
submit changes.

Before date is confirmed, parents must have/obtain:
• Registration in SJB Parish: Family from another
parish must obtain written permission from “home”
parish for Baptism at SJB.
• Certificate of Eligibility to Serve as Sponsor:
Each Catholic Sponsor (1 required; 2 preferred)
must obtain Certificate of Eligibility from “home”
parish. Parishes generally do not issue certificates
to persons not already registered nor to persons
who left the parish more than 6 months previously.
• Letter from Pastor for Christian Witness:
One baptized non-Catholic may serve as a Christian
Witness and must present Letter of Good Standing
from current Christian pastor. A Catholic not
eligible to Sponsor may not be Christian Witness.
Call Parish Office to arrange

St. Vincent de Paul
Food Pantry has reopened.

Appointments are necessary to pick up food.
Please call 215-882-2707.
Donations may be dropped off
any weekday during office hours.
Unfortunately we are unable
to accept perishable food items at this time.

www.heedthecall.org

On the SJB Website, you can find a template document in Microsoft Word format for
creating a booklet for a Roman Catholic Funeral Mass at Saint John Bosco Church.
You’ll need to go in & change the details. Customizing your template is fast & easy.
This is a traditional type of program distributed at the Funeral Mass. Try our program
template for minimal effort & work yet producing a professional booklet. The
important thing is to have one made so it can serve as a guide for everyone.

Custom Wedding Programs

Please submit items for Bulletin Sun. issue dates (left)
by 12 noon on submission dates (right):
Will you need an easy-to-follow wedding program template?

January
3………………………...Mon., December 21
You can find these templates on the SJB Website! The wedding

January
10……………………….Mon., December 28
program templates have a basic ceremony structure in them as

January
17……………………….Mon., January 4
well as details about you, your groom & your bridal party. You'll
just need to go in & change the details to reflect your special
Please send info./questions to Bulletin Editor at
day. Use them as a guide & add your own spin to make your
bulletined@saintjohnbosco.org.

Getting married at Saint John Bosco?

day truly personal. The templates for half fold are easy to use
for simple wedding programs.
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Christmas Stockings and its Legend
The tradition of Christmas stockings is said to have originated from the actions of a kind noble
man named Nicholas, who was born in 280 AD, in Patara, a city of Lycia, in Asia Minor. While
still young, his wealthy parents died in an epidemic. A true follower of Jesus Christ's
principles, Nicholas became a Christian priest and used all his riches to help the poor, the
needy, the sick, and the suffering. He dedicated his life in the service of God and was made
Bishop of Myra at a young age. Bishop Nicholas became known throughout the land for his
kindness and generosity. A true celibate, Nicholas never married and had no children of his
own. But he loved children greatly and often gave gifts to the kids of his hometown. This is
why, he became known as the gift giver of Myra. Bishop Nicholas became known throughout
the land for his kindness and generosity. A rich man, he traveled across the country helping
people, giving gifts of money and other presents. However, Nicholas always gave his gifts late
at night, so that his identity would remain a secret. He did not like to be seen when he gave
away presents, so the children of the day were told to go to sleep quickly or he would not
come! Nicholas was eventually named the patron saint of children and sailors (because of his
concern for sailors and ships) and came to be known as Saint Nicholas.
Through the centuries many stories and legends have been told of Saint Nicholas' life and
deeds. One popular account tells us of a poor peasant who lived happily in a small cottage in
Patara, Saint Nicholas' hometown, with his wife and three daughters. But their happiness was
short-lived when the wife suddenly died of an illness one day, leaving the poor man and his
three daughters in despair. All the burden of household chores now fell upon the daughters
while their father trudged on with his life with a heavy heart.
When the daughters reached a marriageable age, the poor father became even more
depressed for he knew he could in no way marry them off to good men. In those days a
young woman's father had to offer prospective husbands something of value - a dowry.
Without a dowry, this poor man's daughters were unlikely to marry. The helpless father
looked around desperately for some solution while his daughters did their own cooking,
sewing and cleaning.

Meanwhile, Saint Nicholas had come to know of the poor peasant and his daughters. Knowing
the financial condition of the father, the kindly saint decided to help him. But he wanted to do
this secretly. So he went to the peasant's house one night with a bag of gold and waited for
the family to go to bed before he could throw the bag through the open cottage window.
That night, after finishing their washing for the day, the daughters had hung their stockings
by the fireplace to dry. Little did they know that their benefactor was hiding nearby, waiting
for them to go to sleep. A little later, as they turned off the lamps and fell asleep, St. Nicholas
tiptoed to the cottage window and peeked inside. In the light of the moon, he saw the
daughters' stockings hanging close to his reach. He carefully put his bag of gold in one of the
stockings and went away as stealthily as he came.
When the father found the bag the next morning and opened it, he was ecstatic. There was
enough gold in the stocking to pay for the dowry of one daughter. It seemed like a godsend
to him. Who could have sent it, he wondered. With this timely gift the father was able to
provide for his eldest daughter and saw that she got married to a nice groom.
On another night Saint Nicholas set off with one more bag of gold, and threw it carefully into
another stocking, so that the second daughter was provided for.
When his daughters excitedly brought the bag to their father the following morning and
opened it, he could not believe his eyes. With this gift the father was able to marry off his
second daughter too.
But by this time, the father had grown eager to discover his mysterious benefactor, and next
night he kept on the lookout. Then, for the third time Saint Nicholas came with a bag of gold
upon his back and walked on to the window. The old lord at once recognized his fellow
townsman. He fell on his knees before the kindly Bishop, cried out in joy and gratitude and
thanked him with all his heart. With his blessings of Saint Nicholas, the poor father was able
to see his three daughters get married. He lived a long and happy life thereafter.
And this is how the tradition of Christmas stockings is said to have started in the European
countries. It is also believed that Santa Claus is actually an alteration of this same Saint
Nicholas, Santa standing for Saint and Claus for Nicholas.
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Please Pray for Our Faithful
Departed whose Funeral
Masses were celebrated in
our Parish

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2020
4:00 PM Joann McBride
7:00 PM Pro Populo (For the People)
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2020
8:00 AM Stanley & Patricia Moleski
11:00 AM The Kent Family (LIVING)
12/21 MON. 8:45 AM Chuck Matthews
12/22 TUES. 8:45 AM Adele & Sal Saccarelli
12/23 WED. 8:45 AM Diane & Bruce Goodstein
(LIVING) Marriage Anniversary
12/24 THURS. 2:00 PM The Kent Family
4:00 PM The Loyden Family
6:00 PM Antonucci & Walsh Families
8:00 PM Christmas Mass Remembrance
12/25 FRI.
12:00 AM Michelle Bishop (LIVING)
10:00 AM William J. Vinglas

Joseph J. Breznak
Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the
Faithful Departed through the mercy of God rest in peace.
Amen.

Ira Bellew
Dave Berry
Elle Caruso
Josh Chattley
Darcie Cimarusti
Dee Conner
Marianne R. Costello
Linda Cunningham
Louise D’Agostino
Ellen Dardis
Gloria Donneys
Lois Dudley
Barbara Eisenhart
Emily Elwell
Linda Giardetti
Dennis Gillen
Janis Golob
Marie Gonzalez
Donna Graeber
Anna Hessler
Anna Hryhorec
Lilly Ibbotson
Bryce Ingraham
Chris Ingraham
Jayden Ingraham
Tim Keebler
Kolby Daniel Kehler
Kathy Kelley
William Keyes
James Kirkpatrick
John Kempf
Edgar Langdon
Christopher Laskey
Santa E. Marty
Alona McCloskey

NEXT WEEKEND:

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2020

4:00 PM The Halzak Family
7:00 PM Pro Populo (For the People)

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2020

8:00 AM Joseph Iacobelli
11:00 AM Mary A. Ciardullo

Adoration Chapel

Mon.: after 8:45 am Mass to 7:00 pm.
Tues. to Fri.: 8:00 am to 7:00 pm.
Sat. & Sun. Closed. The chapel is closed on weekends for
security reasons. Please do not try to enter the Church
outside of these hours.
Prayer Intention Candles (2) burn all week
alongside Blessed Sacrament when Chapel is open.
This week the candles represent these intentions:
How We List: Just send your name with intention & offering
to ADORATION CANDLE c/o Parish Center. Please name one
Person, Couple (engaged or married), Family, Group per request. Candles are available for living or dec’d. Offering: $ 15.
We welcome Catholics with Celiac Disease to the Table of the Lord.
Low-gluten Communion hosts are available at all weekend liturgies to those suffering from
Celiac Sprue disease. When you arrive for Mass, go to the Sacristy. Let the Sacristan know
that you will need a low-gluten host. The low-gluten hosts are consecrated at the same time
as the regular hosts. When you reach the Presider during the Communion Procession,
whisper to him that you will need to receive a low-gluten host.

Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in you
will be glad and forever will shout for joy. Protect these
soldiers as they discharge their duties. Protect them with
the shield of your strength and keep them safe from all
evil and harm. May the power of your love enable them
to return home in safety, that with all who love them,
they may ever praise you for your loving care. We ask
this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Please keep the following military in your prayers:

Lucas McCrea
Christine McGeehan
Edward McParland
Colleen T. McPeak
Angelina McVey
Joan Miles
Nichole Miller
Nancy Mineweaser
Henry Mulroney
John Murphy
Francis Nulty
Ryan Palm
Lori Palmentera
Daniel Pierson
Rev. Francis J. Pileggi
Chip Randa
Allan Rhodes
Anna Rose
Meg Rost
Catherine Sarsfield
Betty Ann Smith
Michael Slater
Sun Soon
Felicia Soto
Marcial Soto
Joseph Sykes
Linda Nye Tooles
Nanette Toporowski
Ronald Tull
Mary Vincelli
Frank Waltrich
Marie Weniger
Jason Wilkins
Lorraine Wine
Maria Wingeron

Addictions touch many people’s lives. We all
know someone who is affected by addiction of
some kind. On the 2nd Friday of each month
all are invited to gather in the Adoration
Chapel at 9:15 am for Rosary. Come to pray
for a loved one, yourself, or even a stranger who
is living in the grasp of an addiction. Come
together to support those in recovery and to pray for those
struggling with addictions. Prayer can change everything!

Hector Guillermo Torres Carbo – Army – E3
Maya Medrano—Airforce—Military Police - E-3
Tyler Palmentera—Navy– E5
Noe Argenis Reyes – Marines – Air Traffic Controller – E3
Captain Vincent McPeak - USAF
Captain Emily Bohnenkamp -USAF

Our goal is to provide prayer support for the men and women of
the Saint John Bosco community who are serving on active duty
in the United States Armed Forces. If you have a family
member or close friend serving on active duty who could use our
prayer support for their health, well-being and safe return, please
call the Parish Office.
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Who is the Holy Spirit?

Sunday
11/29/2020
12/1/2019
* Includes E-Giving

Amount*
$13,720.21
$ 7,515.00

If the Holy Spirit seems mysterious to you, you aren't
alone. The WILD GOOSE is an Adult Faith Formation video
series which invites Catholic Christians into a more profound
life-giving relationship with the Holy Spirit.
Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR, guides participants through a spiritual
journey designed to awaken God's love & transforming power
in the hearts of all who participate. Discover the Holy Spirit,
who has been revealed to us by Jesus Christ & who leads us
to our heavenly Father.

Difference
+$6,205.21

Christmas Flowers
11/29/2020
$ 1,661.00
12/1/2019
$ 2,556.00
-$ 895.00
Thank you for supporting Saint John Bosco Parish!

Join us for the 14 week WILD GOOSE series.
Sessions begin on Tuesday, 1/19 or Wednesday 1/20.
We will gather in the JP II Meeting Room in the Parish
Center. Cost $10.00 for supplies.
Please return completed form & payment by 1/15/21.
Questions? 267-803-0774.

Please Note:

YES, I will attend the WILD GOOSE series.
_____Tuesday 1/19-4/20; 6:30 – 8PM
or _____Wednesday 1/20-4/21; 9:30-11AM

THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED
ON THE FOLLOWING DATES FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Thank you!

Name: ____________________________________
Phone: __________________________

Please Note:

The Adoration Chapel will be closed
the week of December 21st.
Cleaning and sanitizing will occur for preparations
of the Christmas Masses.
The chapel will reopen January 4th.

Memorial Fund

A donation has been made in memory
of Dorothy Petrun
by The children of Dorothy Petrun- $160.00

Thank you!

Christmas Schedule 2020
Confessions
December 21st 6 P.M. - 7 P.M.

What comes to mind when you hear the letters R-C-I-A?

Many know these letters to mean the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, the
usual way for non-Catholic adults to become full members of the Church, the
Body of Christ. What surprises many Catholics, however, is that RCIA
involves the whole parish. Long before the saying “it takes a village to
raise a child” became popular, Christians knew and still know it takes the Holy
Spirit and a parish to form new members. We are blessed to have adults
inquiring and preparing to become full members of the Body of Christ, a very
good sign of a lively parish. Yet this now challenges each of us as members of
Saint John Bosco. How do we, both new and lifelong members, stay alive and
continue maturing as disciples of Jesus?

Masses
December 24th
Vigils of Christmas
Masses in English 2 P.M. 4 P.M. & 6 P.M.
Mass in Spanish 8 P.M.

Midnight Mass

1. In your daily prayers, always include a prayer for Saint John Bosco
Parish that we may do what Jesus has entrusted to us through the Grace of the
Holy Spirit to do the will of God our Father.

Christmas Day Masses
December 25th
10 A.M.

2. If you know a family member or friend who has expressed some desire
to become a Catholic Christian, bring her or him to an RCIA gathering.

We meet each Sunday after the 8:00am Mass in the Parish
Center. In the early part of RCIA, THERE ARE NO COMMITMENTS.
Come and see what and Who RCIA is all about.

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
New Year’s Eve Mass
December 31st
4 P.M. Vigil

3. Consider a role in RCIA. We need parishioners to serve as catechists, to
help with hospitality and (somewhat urgently) to serve as sponsors. If you do
not feel comfortable being a catechist or sponsor, we certainly welcome and
need your presence as a witness to life of the Holy Spirit acting in all our lives.
Your quiet and gentle presence is a powerful testimony of faith in Jesus Christ.

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
New Year’s Day Masses
January 1st
Masses 9 A.M. & 11 A.M.

If you have questions, send an email to rcia@saintjohnbosco.org or come to
the Parish Center after the 8:00am Mass on a Sunday. Over the years,
parishioners have mentioned that participating in RCIA contributed
significantly in growing as mature disciples of Jesus Christ.
5
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Stay connected with your Catholic Faith. Movies, books, audio, faith formation for the
whole family. If you have not yet tried FORMED.org, this is the time to do so! We can't
encourage you enough to give it a try. We are a parish moving forward & trying to find
new ways to connect through this ongoing pandemic. Let this be one bright spot that
helps bring us together as family & friends who share a love of our Catholic faith.
Already have a FORMED Account? Visit FORMED.org; Click Sign in; enter your
email; Click the link in your email. You're in! No more passwords! Want to create a
new FORMED account with your parish? Visit FORMED.org; Click Sign Up ; Select "I
belong to a Parish or Organization"; Find Saint John Bosco by name, zip, or parish
code; Enter your email - & you're in! FORMED is a great way to develop a deeper
understanding of our Catholic faith from the comforts of home!

Mass Intentions 2021
As Catholics, we believe the church is a living, breathing, visible reality. Besides its
spiritual attributes, it can be identified and seen. Traditionally, the church has
been understood in three parts: “the Church Militant,” “the Church Triumphant”
and “the Church Suffering.”
·
We who are alive today belong to the Church Militant — involved in living
out our Catholic faith in Jesus Christ, and making and forming disciples by passing on the faith. Fundamentally, we “fight the good fight” of the Christian life.
·
The Church Triumphant is the saints in heaven — all the people, whether
formally canonized or not, who are with the Lord Jesus and who pray for us here
on earth. Triumphantly, they cheer us on by their prayers and example.

PAY ATTENTION …

·
Finally, we have the Church Suffering. They are the souls of the dead, who
are saved and being prepared for heaven in purgatory. They are greatly helped by
our prayers.

Join us this Advent on Sunday evenings at 6PM on the Bosco
Facebook Page! We will pray & reflect on the Sunday Gospel. Walk with
us as a family as we prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus. In these
prayerful 15 minutes, let us bring our focus from the busyness of the
season back to the reason for the season. Mark your calendars, you don't
want to miss this!
We have purchased an amaryllis bulb. We planted the bulb on the first
Sunday of Advent and have placed the pot near a sunny window to water
frequently. Gentle daily watering functions as a form of Advent
discipline. Each week when we meet we will show you the progress.
We thought this would be a great way to learn about "watching and
waiting'! Somewhere in the latter days of Advent or on one of the 12 days
of Christmas, the plant will start to flower.
Stay tuned .. what color will the flowers be??

As we can see, the church is bigger than just here and now. It transcends time and
space. With this preamble, what is the purpose of Mass intentions for the dead?
Mass intentions can be applied to living persons, but why pray for the dead? What
is the spiritual purpose? Are these naming rights or ads — “this Mass brought to
you by the late Mrs. Jane Smith who reminds you to be kind to puppies and kittens?” Certainly not!
As Catholics, we believe the Mass is the highest act of worship — the greatest form
of prayer. Every Mass is a participation in the one, infinite sacrifice of Jesus Christ
to save us from our sins. Each Mass also continues the Last Supper where Jesus
feeds us with his Body and Blood.
Fundamentally, at Mass we worship God and offer our prayers along with the
priest to God the Father, through the saving action of Jesus Christ, in the power of
the Holy Spirit.

This year offers an opportunity to re-think & re-imagine many of our
long-standing Christmas traditions at SJB. We share a strong desire to
continue the Christmas traditions we know & love with new approaches to
celebrating these holidays rising from our pandemic-caused
limitations. Since we are unable to celebrate our Annual Parish
Homecoming this year, we invite all families to help decorate the Christmas
trees (on either side of the statues) with your own special family Angel
ornament! When you come to Mass on Christmas, you are invited to
contribute an Angel ornament to help create beautiful & meaningful
Christmas trees! Our trees will not be complete without YOU!

We know the practice of Masses for souls of the dead dates to the early church.
Those who have died are being purified in purgatory and on their way to heaven,
our prayers can be enormously helpful. Praying for the dead is a great act of mercy. We pray that their time of purification might be quick and complete and that,
through God’s grace, they might enjoy the glories of heaven. What better way to
pray for those who have died than to apply the most powerful prayer of the Mass?
Hence, we see the origin and rationale of Mass intentions for the dead. Incidentally, references to this practice can be found in the 12th chapter of the Second Book
of Maccabees as well as various places in the New Testament. Praying for the dead
and the reality of purgatory remains a dogmatic teaching of our Catholic faith.
Remember that what we do here on earth has spiritual ramifications. Praying for
the dead, lighting a candle which symbolizes this prayer and offering a Mass for
these souls is a beautiful and powerful way to live our faith. We are all united in
this one church — militant, triumphant and suffering. And we care for each other
by our prayers.
As of December 8th, the following Masses for 2021 are still available.
You can reserve your Masses by stopping by the office 9:00a.m.-12:00p.m.
Monday thru Friday
March: 14-8:00a.m., 21-8:00a.m., 29-8:45a.m.
May: 2-8:00a.m., 3-8:45a.m., 12-8:45a.m. & 4:00 p.m., 13-12:05p.m. &7:00p.m.,
17-8:45a.m., 23-11:00a.m., 26-8:45a.m., 27-8:45a.m., 28-8:45a.m., 29-4:00p.m.,
June: 2-8:45a.m., 11-8:45a.m., 15-845:a.m. 16-8:45a.m., 17-8:45a.m., 208:00a.m., 22-8:45a.m., 28-8:45a.m., 29-8:45a.m., 30-8:45a.m.,

July: 5-8:45a.m., 8-8:45a.m., 9-8:45a.m., 11-8:00a.m.&11:00a.m., 19-8:45a.m.,
20-8:45a.m., 21-8:45a.m., 22-8:45a.m., 23-8:45a.m., 24-4:00p.m., 26-8:45a.m.,
28-8:45a.m., 29-8:45a.m.
August: 1-8:45a.m., 2-8:45a.m., 3-8:45a.m., 4-8:45a.m., 5-8:45a.m., 6-8:45a.m.,
15-8:45a.m., 16-8:45a.m., 17-8:45a.m., 18-8:45a.m., 19-8:45a.m., 20-8:45a.m., 22
-8:45a.m., 23-8:45a.m., 24-8:45a.m., 25-8:45a.m., 26-8:45a.m., 27-8:45a.m., 298:00a.m.&11:00a.m., 31-8:45a.m.
September: 1-8:45a.m., 2-8:45a.m., 3-8:45a.m., 10-8:45a.m., 16-8:45a.m., 178:45a.m., 20-8:45a.m., 27-8:45a.m., 28-8:45a.m., 29-8:45a.m.,
October: 3-8:45a.m., 7-8:45a.m., 20-8:45a.m., 26-8:45a.m., 27-8:45a.m., 298:45a.m.,31-8:00a.m.
November: 4-8:45a.m., 11-8:45a.m., 12-8:45a.m., 14-8:00a.m., 25-8:45a.m., 268:45a.m.,
December: 7-8:45a.m.&4:00p.m., 8-8:45a.m.&7:00p.m., 9-8:45a.m., 10-8:45a.m.,
11-4:00p.m., 12-8:00a.m., 13-8:45a.m., 15-8:45a.m., 16-8:45a.m., 19-8:00a.m., 29
-8:45a.m., 30-8:45a.m., 31-8:45a.m.
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Help is needed on Sunday, 12/20 to decorate
(everything but the poinsettia) our Church for Christmas. We will meet in church right after the 11AM
Mass.
Volunteers are also needed on Tuesday 12/22 right after
morning Mass to put out the poinsettia. Many hands
make light work.

Thanks in advance for your assistance.
Help is needed to un-decorate our Church on Sunday,
1/10/21. We will meet after the 11 AM Mass in Church
to take down the Christmas Decorations & put them
back in storage. Strong arms, carts & trucks are a plus.

Thank you.
Remain in My Love is an Archdiocesan initiative
for the renewal of marriage & family life. We
firmly believe that healthy marriages strengthen
the family; family strengthens the church;
strengthen the Church & then you can change the world! Each month check
out the special message posted in this space to help you keep your marriage
growing in love & joy.
In Walking Together: Discovering the Catholic Tradition of Spiritual
Friendship, author, journalist & speaker Mary DeTurris Poust examines rich
& nurturing examples of spiritual friendship from well-known saints, writers
& spiritual Catholic leaders who serve as exemplars for cultivating
meaningful Catholic friendship in a world of Twitter & Facebook.

It’s Saint John Bosco Day at Taormina’s
Pizza & Pasta, 880 Jacksonville Road, Ivyland, PA
18974, (215) 394-5523 on
Wednesday, 1/13/21, 12 Noon – 9 PM!
Take a night off from cooking & let Taoromina’s
make a delicious dinner (or lunch) for your family on January 13th.
Mention SJB when you call for take-out or delivery. Fundraising hours are
from noon to 9pm. The Restaurant will donate 15% of their proceeds to SJB
when Dining in or ordering takeout or delivery. Thanks for your support!

Rejoice Advent Meditations with Mary

Fourth Week of Advent! Those in our parish who participated in
Oremus will remember Fr. Mark Toups. This time, he will lead us through
the video-based reflections and meditations of Rejoice Advent
Meditations with Mary. The meditations are perfect -- beautifully
profound yet at the same time short and simple and accessible to
everyone, and definitely relevant to the times we live in. The book is in a
format that is easily digestible and the journaling space allows you to
bring out the meaning for you. It also allows you to look back to see the
things that came up as you prepare for Christmas.
Go to RejoiceProgram.com to sign up get the link for this week’s video!
Find more joy and peace this Advent.

Here’s a unique New Year’s Resolution!
Memory Jars are a great way to preserve special events in
your family’s life. At the beginning of the year grab an empty
jar. Put a note inside the jar every time something memorable
happens. Add photos, ticket stubs, trinkets or treasures. Open
the jar on New Year’s Eve and relive the memories.

Advent presents a unique opportunity to revive our
interest in the Rosary. It is the shortest liturgical season in the
Catholic Church & it is entirely focused on Jesus & Mary. In
many ways Advent could be called the “Season of Mary,” as
we accompany her on her road to Bethlehem. ZOOM with us
on Monday evenings during Advent to pray the Rosary
meditating on the Joyful Mysteries.
We will meet via ZOOM on 12/21 at 6:30pm.

ZOOM Meeting ID: 938 8217 1372; Passcode: 353932.

We invite families to join us in an experience of faith & prayer
as we learn from Mary who Jesus is & who we are.
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On December 8th, Pope Francis decreed a
special year dedicated to St. Joseph for the global
Catholic Church, offering the 1.2 billion members of
the faith an opportunity to obtain indulgences as the
world continues to undergo the "grave tribulation" of
the coronavirus pandemic. The special year,
coinciding with the 150th
anniversary of the 1870
naming of St. Joseph as
patron of the universal church,
will run through 12/8/2021.

‘Christmas Star’ to light up December sky
for first time in 800 years.
On 12/21, humans can witness something not seen in nearly
800 years. That’s right, during the upcoming winter solstice,
Jupiter & Saturn will line up to create what is known as the
“Christmas Star” or “Star of Bethlehem.” These 2 planets
haven’t appeared this (relatively) close together from Earth’s
vantage point since the Middle Ages. Stargazers in the
northern hemisphere should turn their heads & telescopes to
the southwest portion of the sky about 45 minutes after
sunset to see the planets align. However, reportedly sightings
can be seen throughout that entire week.

Please stop by the table in the main Vestibule of our
Church during Advent & check out the

Classic Paper Prayer Chain Garland.
Each strip has a blank side for you to write your prayer
intentions. Submit prayer requests to the Holy Family!
Your request will be lifted in prayer! The prayer chain will
be draped around the crèche during the Christmas Season
for all to see. So let’s join with each other and pray!

Prayer works!

Saint John Bosco will host our annual
Santa fills up on cookies & milk during Christmas Eve, but
what about the reindeer? Start a tradition with your kids
this year! Tables will be set up in all the
vestibules of the church on 12/24 with
bags of FREE

9/14/21 — 9/18/21

& we want you to be a part of the fun!
Celebrate the best of fall right here at SJB!
This is one of the best events of the year
& your family won’t want to miss it.
Mark your calendars for this
Awesome Autumn Adventure.
Hope you can share the news & plan to attend!
More details & information about the
Fall Festival will be available soon!

Magic Reindeer Food.

Take one home & sprinkle the feed on the
lawn on Christmas Eve to make sure the
reindeer can find you house & they will have a delicious
snack to eat for their long journey.

Ready for some FAMILY FUN!??
Get out your favorite hat (we know sometimes it can be really
difficult to decide), curl up by the fire with your hot chocolate &
join us for

BINGO NIGHT on ZOOM.
Wear a hat of your choice & join us on Friday, 1/15 at 6PM to
celebrate National Hat Day.
To register for this event, fill out the form below & drop in the
collection basket or in the PREP office by 1/10. The event is
free, but registration is required in order for you to receive your
Bingo card & ZOOM invitation.
Five games will be played & amazing prizes will be awarded!
Hang on to your hats & celebrate with us in style on National
Hat Day! Hope you can join us!

Please join us for

33 Days to Morning Glory

12/31 is the next start date. Those who start 12/31 will
consecrate on 2/2/21 the feast of the Presentation of the
Lord. Directions for accessing 33 days to Morning Glory
materials: Go to sjbhatboro.formed.org to register. Once in, click
on Study, Parish Based Programs & click on 33 Days To Morning
Glory. Click on Orientation & Introduction & then Participants
Materials. Download your Retreat Companion Book. It's as Easy
As 123! Read the select readings in the retreat book just pages a
day, begin Day 1 on 12/31. Ponder the daily reading & questions in
the Retreat Companion. Watch a short video once a week. This is
a simple way to be spiritually renewed, develop a deeper
relationship with Our Merciful Savior and grow in holiness.

YES, we will attend BINGO NIGHT on ZOOM on 1/15!
Family Name ________________________# of people_____
Email ____________________________________________
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Saint Stephen

is
recognized as a saint and the
first martyr in Christian
theology. According to the
fifth book of the Bible's New
Testament, the Acts of the
Apostles, Stephen was
denounced for blasphemy
after a dispute with members
of a Jewish synagogue circa
the year 36. According to
Chapters 6 & 7 of the Book of
Acts, he was condemned & stoned to death—the scene of which
was depicted in Dutch artist Rembrandt's "The Stoning of Saint
Stephen." Today, Western Christians annually celebrate "St.
Stephen's Day" on December 26.

PUPPET

The birth of a child is an exciting time in a parent’s life as
one begins to prepare their child for baptism and initiate
their child at an early age into the mysteries of the faith.
The family is the Domestic Church where parents are to
cultivate a family life centered on Christ. During this time
while we focus on the Domestic Church, this online
resource will help your family stay connected to the
faith! We highly recommend that you check out this
website! It contains valuable information and is well
worth your time.
www.catholicmom.com
This is a website for sharing and learning about
parenting and faith issues. You can stop by their new
Catholic Mom Blog and share your comments and ideas.
Check out their new Catholic Moments Podcast for news
and chats with different authors, columnists and
musicians. Other highlights of the Catholic Moms website
include: recipes, traditions, holy day and holiday ideas,
home management, kids activities and motivational tips
pages; you can submit your ideas or find out new tips.

We've got the scoop where you can see
puppets in action!
Puppet shows are great fun for
audiences of all ages!
Join us for a Bosco & Company

PUPPET SHOW

every Friday afternoon on the Bosco
Facebook Page! Even if your kids can't sit
SHOW
still for more than 5 minutes, chances are
they'll make it through a puppet show. It's the perfect
first-time theater experience: The characters are captivating,
the shows bring bible stories to life & if your kids make silly
faces at the screen, the puppets won't get offended. The show
is sure to be a unique experience!

Hope you can join us.

Looking for a fun & enriching
experience for the kids?
Join us on Facebook for

Family Connection:

One of the challenges of faith is to recognize God’s
plan for us & to remain open to God’s will & God’s
actions in our world. Filled with God’s grace, Mary
models for us the kind of faith that is needed to
cooperate in God’s plan of salvation. Like Mary, we
are given the awesome opportunity to cooperate in
God’s saving plan. On this final Sunday of Advent, our
Gospel invites us to consider how our preparations
for Christmas have made us more aware of God’s
grace working in our lives. Gather together your
family & talk about what you have been doing as a family to prepare
for Christmas. How have these preparations helped you to better
celebrate the central mystery of Christmas, the Incarnation? Our
Gospel today talks about how Mary was prepared for her role in
Christ’s birth. Read today’s Gospel. Consider the question: What
enabled Mary to say yes to God? Which of your Advent activities
have made you more aware of God’s grace in your life? Conclude in
prayer together that God’s grace will enable your family to be more
faithful and obedient to God. Pray together the Magnificat.

Every Tuesday afternoon, we
will pick out an awesome
book to read to you. Story
time can be a fun way for
our young Catholics to grow
in the faith. All kids (and
parents) are invited.
Can you name the podium where the
lector stands? Do you know why the
holy water fonts are located near the
doors? Well here is your chance to find
out. We are about to embark on a

Virtual Church Tour
every Monday on the Bosco Facebook page!

Each child enrolled in Saint John Bosco PREP, should
complete Mass Reflection Forms. This activity provides
an opportunity to deepen our awareness of and appreciation for
the Mass and to take a closer look at what we are doing when
we gather for Mass on Sunday and the ways each of us
participate. Regular attendance at Mass and daily prayer are
necessary to the development of your child’s faith formation
and is expected of all children. Make it a family activity! We
ask that you help your child fill out the Mass Reflection Form
(after Mass, not during Mass) by sharing thoughts about the
questions. It is okay and suggested that parents and siblings get
in on it! The forms can be found on the Bosco Website. But
remember to allow your child to do the work. Please place
completed forms in the basket in the main lobby of Church.
Thank you.

With Family Fun we will Focus on Faith!
Each week we will help you learn about different statues,
vessels, paintings etc. Together let us build a
stronger Catholic Church for the future.

THE SAINT JOHN BOSCO
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM
is here to support and guide parents as they share their
Catholic faith with their children. Faith formation is a
life-long journey! Please Mark Your Calendars: Summer
PREP Classes will be held the week of 6/21 or 6/28. The
Summer Program replaced our Traditional Program.
We are working diligently to open registration for
2021 Summer PREP in late January.
Watch this bulletin for detailed information.
Questions? Please call the PREP Office at 267-803-0774.
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While we cannot gather together in person due to coronavirus for Children's Liturgy of the Word, we
can still come together as a community through prayer. Hope you enjoy this family fun activity!
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