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SAINT JOHN BOSCO ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE: 215 E. COUNTY LINE ROAD, HATBORO, PA 19040 

Tel. (215) 672-7280 

www.sjbhatboro.org February 21, 2021 
1st Sunday of Lent 

 

 

Daily Mass: Monday thru Friday 8:45AM 
 

Confession:  Saturday 3:00— 3:30 PM 
 
Rosary: Monday  before 8:45am Mass 

 Saturday before 4pm Vigil Mass 
 
Miraculous Medal Novena: Monday after  
    8:45am Mass 
 
Arranging Marriage   

Congratulations on your engagement!  
See Page 2 for information on celebrating your 
wedding or having your marriage blessed  
at Saint John Bosco.  
 
Arranging Baptism 

First (Spanish) and Last (English) Sundays each 
month following the 11am Mass.  
See Page 2 for more information.   

 

Pastor: Rev. Gary J. Kramer 

 

Weekend Assistant: Rev. Mark J. Hunt,  
   Holy Family University 

Weekend Assistant: Rev. Ed Windhaus 

 

Financial Administrator:  Deacon Daniel J. Rouse 
Secretary:  Mrs. Diane Falchetta 
Secretary:  Mrs. Jeanne Eichorn 

 

Music Director:  Mrs. Lisa Quaranto 

 

PREP Administrator:  Mrs. Janet Sikina 
PREP Office   267-803-0774 
E-mail: prep@saintjohnbosco.org 

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Evening Vigil Masses: 4:00 PM (English) and 7:00 PM (Spanish) 

Sunday at 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM 
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BAPTISM INFORMATION 
Before date is confirmed, parents must have/obtain:  

• Registration in SJB Parish: Family from another 
parish must obtain written permission from “home” 
parish for Baptism at SJB. 

• Certificate of Eligibility to Serve as Sponsor:         
Each Catholic Sponsor (1 required; 2 preferred) 
must obtain Certificate of Eligibility from “home” 
parish.  Parishes generally do not issue certificates 
to persons not already registered nor to persons 
who left the parish more than 6 months previously.   

• Letter from Pastor for Christian Witness:                
One baptized non-Catholic may serve as a Christian  
Witness and must present Letter of Good Standing 
from current Christian pastor.  A Catholic not     
eligible to  Sponsor may not be Christian Witness.   

 

     Call Parish Office to arrange   

WEDDING INFORMATION 
Wedding Planning begins with engaged couple’s 
meeting a parish priest here at least six (6) months 
before desired wedding date.  Please do not make  
financial commitments before confirming church 
date/time. If a member of the couple was previously 
married, a Declaration of Nullity (Annulment) of the 
prior marriage may be necessary. Please contact  
parish priest for detailed information. 

 

 
 
 

 
Please submit items for Bulletin Sun. issue dates (left)  

   by 12 noon on submission dates (right):  

  March 7………………………….Mon., February 22 

  March 14………………………...Mon., March 1 

  March 21………………………...Mon., March 8 
 

Please send info./questions to Bulletin Editor at  
bulletined@saintjohnbosco.org. 

Bulletin Editor: Mrs. Holly Pyfer 

Custom Wedding Programs 
Getting married at Saint John Bosco?  

   
Will you need an easy-to-follow wedding program template? 

You can find these templates on the SJB Website! The wedding 
program templates have a basic ceremony structure in them as 
well as details about you, your groom & your bridal party. You'll 

just need to go in & change the details to reflect your special 
day. Use them as a guide & add your own spin to make your 
day truly personal. The templates for half fold are easy to use 

for simple wedding programs. 

MARRIAGE CONVALIDATION:  Couples in a civil or  
non-Catholic religious union without our Church’s 
explicit permission are not in a valid Catholic  
marriage.  They cannot receive other sacraments or 
serve as Catholic Sponsors for Baptism and  
Confirmation.  This situation is often easily remedied 
by “convalidation”, a simple ceremony popularly 
called “getting a marriage blessed”.   
Call Parish Office to arrange.   

 

On the SJB Website, you can find a template document in Microsoft Word format for 
creating a booklet for a Roman Catholic Funeral Mass at Saint John Bosco Church. 
You’ll need to go in & change the details. Customizing your template is fast & easy. 
This is a traditional type of program distributed at the Funeral Mass. Try our program 
template for minimal effort & work yet producing a professional booklet. The  
important thing is to have one made so it can serve as a guide for everyone. 

www.heedthecall.org 

Parish Office Hours  

Mass Cards/Mail/Messages/Documents/Facility Keys are available only during open Office Hours.  
Monday– Thursday:  9:00 AM to 12:00 PM & 1:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
Friday: 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM  & 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM * Current hours 9am  to 4pm, Monday  thru Friday * 
Saturday/Sunday: Closed 

215-672-7280 

www.sjbhatboro.org 

 PARISH  

REGISTRATION 
 

Have you moved, 
changed an email  
address, added a family 
member, no longer have 
a land line or changed 
phone numbers?  
Call the Parish Office to 
submit changes. 

http://www.sjbhatboro.org
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Jesus and the Mud Puddle  

 

 

 
Howard County Sheriff Jerry Marr got a disturbing call one Saturday afternoon a 

few months ago.  His 6-year-old grandson, Mikey, had been hit by a car while   

fishing in Greentown with his Dad. 

  

The father and son were near a bridge by the Kokomo Reservoir when a woman  

lost control of her car, slid off the bridge and hit Mikey at a rate of about 50 mph. 

Sheriff Marr had seen the results of accidents like this and feared the worst. When 

he got to Saint Joseph Hospital, he rushed through the emergency room to find 

Mikey conscious and in fairly good spirits. 

  

'Mikey, what happened?'  Sheriff Marr asked.  Mikey replied, 'Well, Papaw, I was 

fishin' with Dad, and some lady runned me over, I flew into a mud puddle, and 

broke my fishin' pole and I didn't get to catch no fish!’ 

  

As it turned out the impact propelled Mikey about 500 feet over a few trees and an 

embankment and in to the middle of a mud puddle. His only injuries were to his 

right femur bone, which had broken in two places. Mikey had to have surgery to 

place pins in his leg. Otherwise the boy is fine.   

  

Since all the boy could talk about was that his fishing pole was broken, the Sheriff 

went out to Wal-Mart and bought him a new one while he was in surgery so he 

could have it when he came out. The next day the Sheriff sat with Mikey to keep 

him company in the hospital. Mikey was enjoying his new fishing pole and talked 

about when he could go fishing again as he cast into the trash can. When they were 

alone Mikey, just as matter-of-fact, said, 'Papaw, did you know Jesus is real?' 

'Well,' the Sheriff replied, a little startled. 'Yes, Jesus is real to all who believe in 

Him and love Him in their hearts.' 

  

'No,' said Mikey. 'I mean Jesus is REALLY REAL.' 'What do you mean?' asked the 

Sheriff.' I know he's real cause I saw him,' said Mikey, still casting into the trash 

can. 'You did?' said the Sheriff.' Yep,' said Mikey. 'When that lady runned me over 

and broke my fishing pole, Jesus caught me in his arms and laid me down in the 

mud puddle.' 
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Our goal is to provide prayer support for the men and women of 
the Saint John Bosco community who are serving on active duty 

in the United States Armed Forces. If you have a family  
member or close friend serving on active duty who could use our 
prayer support for their health, well-being and safe return, please 

call the Parish Office. 

Ira Bellew 
Dave Berry 
Elle Caruso 

Josh Chattley  
Darcie Cimarusti 

Dee Conner 
Marianne R. Costello 
Linda Cunningham 
Louise D’Agostino 

Ellen Dardis 
Gloria Donneys 

Lois Dudley 
Barbara Eisenhart 

Emily Elwell 
Mason Gerardi 
Linda Giardetti 
Dennis Gillen 
Janis Golob 

Marie Gonzalez 
Donna Graeber 
Summer Heine 
Anna Hessler 

Anna Hryhorec 
Lilly Ibbotson 

Bryce Ingraham 
Chris Ingraham 

Jayden Ingraham 
Tim Keebler 

Kolby Daniel Kehler 
Kathy Kelley 

William Keyes 
James Kirkpatrick 

John Kempf 
Edgar Langdon 

Christopher Laskey 
Santa E. Marty 

Alona McCloskey 
Lucas McCrea 

Christine McGeehan 
Edward McParland 
Colleen T. McPeak  
Angelina McVey 

Nichole Miller 
Henry Mulroney 

John Murphy 
Francis Nulty 

Ryan Palm 
Daniel Pierson 

Rev. Francis J. Pileggi 
Chip Randa 

Allan Rhodes 
Anna Rose 
Meg Rost 

Catherine Sarsfield 
Betty Ann Smith 
Michael Slater 

Sun Soon  
Felicia Soto 

Marcial  Soto 
Joseph Sykes 

Linda Nye Tooles 
Nanette Toporowski 

Ronald Tull 
Mary Vincelli 
Frank Waltrich 
Jason Wilkins 
Lorraine Wine 

Maria Wingeron 

Adoration Chapel  
Mon.: after 8:45 am Mass to 7:00 pm.  

Tues. to Fri.: 8:00 am to 7:00 pm.   

Sat. & Sun. Closed.  The chapel is closed on weekends for 
security reasons.  Please do not try to  enter the Church 

outside of these hours.  
Prayer Intention Candles (2) burn all week  
alongside Blessed Sacrament when Chapel is open.  
This week the candles represent these intentions:  

 
 

      How We List: Just send your name with intention & offering 
to ADORATION CANDLE c/o Parish Center. Please name one 

Person, Couple (engaged or married),   Family, Group per re-
quest. Candles are available for living or dec’d.  Offering: $ 15. 

Almighty and eternal God, those who take 
refuge in you will be glad and forever will 
shout for joy. Protect these soldiers as they 
discharge their duties. Protect them with the 
shield of your strength and keep them safe 
from all evil and harm. May the power of 

your love enable them to return home in safety, that with 
all who love them, they may ever praise you for 

your loving care. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Please keep the following military in your prayers:                         
Hector Guillermo Torres Carbo – Army – E3 
Maya Medrano—Airforce—Military Police - E-3 
Tyler Palmentera—Navy– E5 
Noe Argenis Reyes – Marines – Air Traffic Controller – E3 
Captain Vincent McPeak - USAF 
Captain Emily Bohnenkamp -USAF 

We welcome Catholics with Celiac Disease to the Table of the 

Lord. Low-gluten Communion hosts are available at all  

weekend liturgies to those suffering from Celiac Sprue disease. 

When you arrive for Mass, go to the Sacristy. Let the Sacristan 

know that you will need a low-gluten host. The 

low-gluten hosts are consecrated at the same time 

as the regular hosts. When you reach the Presider 

during the Communion Procession, whisper to him 

that you will need to receive a low-gluten host. 

SATURDAY, FEBRARY 20, 2021 
                4:00 PM  Robert & Mildred Brossman and  
   Family 
   7:00 PM  Pro Populo (For the People) 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2021 
    8:00 AM  Stephen Cunnane 
 11:00 AM  Frank Ciardullo 
2/22   MON.      8:45 AM  Francesco Antonucci 
2/23   TUES.     8:45 AM  Sr. Joan Melley 
2/24   WED.      8:45 AM  Ann & John Christof 
2/25   THURS.  8:45 PM  Raeann Offner 
2/26   FRI.         8:45 AM  Ann Stolan (LIVING) 

    NEXT WEEKEND:  

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27, 2021 
                 4:00 PM  Jeanne Eichorn (LIVING) 
   7:00 PM  Pro Populo (For the People) 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2021 
    8:00 AM  Stephen Cunnane 
 11:00 AM  Dorothy Petrun 

 

Please Pray for Our Faithful 
Departed whose Funeral 

Masses were celebrated in 
our Parish 

 
 

 Charles A. Noon, Jr. 
 
 

Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  May their souls and all the souls of the  
Faithful Departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. 

Amen. 
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Sunday   Amount* Difference  
1/31/2021  $  6,673.00 
2/2/2020  $11,028.00       -$  4,355.00 

 * Includes E-Giving 

 

FORMED 
1/31/2021  $  1,214.00 
2/2/2020  $  1,983.00 -$   769.00 

Thank you for supporting Saint John Bosco Parish! 

What comes to mind when you hear the letters R-C-I-A?  
Many know these letters to mean the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, the 
usual way for non-Catholic adults to become full members of the Church, the 

Body of Christ. What surprises many Catholics, however, is that RCIA  
involves the whole parish. Long before the saying “it takes a village to 
raise a child” became popular, Christians knew and still know it takes the Holy 
Spirit and a parish to form new members. We are blessed to have adults  
inquiring and preparing to become full members of the Body of Christ, a very 
good sign of a lively parish. Yet this now challenges each of us as members of 
Saint John Bosco. How do we, both new and lifelong members, stay alive and 
continue maturing as disciples of Jesus? 
 
1. In your daily prayers, always include a prayer for Saint John Bosco 
Parish that we may do what Jesus has entrusted to us through the Grace of the 
Holy Spirit to do the will of God our Father. 
 
2. If you know a family member or friend who has expressed some desire 
to become a Catholic Christian, bring her or him to an RCIA gathering. 

We meet each Sunday after the 8:00am Mass in the Parish  
Center. In the early part of RCIA, THERE ARE NO COMMITMENTS. 

Come and see what and Who RCIA is all about. 
 
3. Consider a role in RCIA. We need parishioners to serve as catechists, to 
help with hospitality and (somewhat urgently) to serve as sponsors. If you do 
not feel comfortable being a catechist or sponsor, we certainly welcome and 
need your presence as a witness to life of the Holy Spirit acting in all our lives. 
Your quiet and gentle presence is a powerful testimony of faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
If you have questions, send an email to rcia@saintjohnbosco.org or come to 
the Parish Center after the 8:00am Mass on a Sunday. Over the years,  
parishioners have mentioned that participating in RCIA contributed  
significantly in growing as mature disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Due to the ongoing Coronavirus situation, we are 
unable to hold the St. Patty's Party/Night at the 
Races this year since it is an indoor event.   

We hope to see you next year. 

Saint John Bosco will host our annual  

9/14/21 — 9/18/21  
& we want you to be a part of the fun!  

Celebrate the best of fall right here at SJB!  
This is one of the best events of the year  

& your family won’t want to miss it.  
Mark your calendars for this  
Awesome Autumn Adventure.  

Hope you can share the news & plan to attend!   
More details & information about the  

Fall Festival will be available soon! 

We welcome into the Church and our Parish: 
 

Maeve Eleanor Taylor 

Remain in My Love is an Arch-
diocesan initiative for the renewal 
of marriage & family life. We firm-
ly believe that healthy marriages 
strengthen the family; family 
strengthens the church; strengthen 

the Church & then you can change the world! Each month check 
out the special message posted in this space to help you keep your 
marriage growing in love & joy. 
 

It is important that a couple grows TOGETHER in prayer.  Be-
cause prayer is such a deep and intimate experience it is also a 
potentially painful experience for one of the couple if the other is 
not willing to enter into it or grow deeper.  One of the most pain-
ful experiences is to have a deep spiritual life and not be able to 
share it with your partner.  Remember that prayer is all about a 
personal relationship with God.  God is three persons: Father, Son 
& Holy Spirit.  So try talking to your Father & maybe just begin by 
thanking God for bringing this person into your life.  Ask Jesus to 
be with you & to walk with you as the Good Shepherd.  Invite the 
Holy Spirit to come upon you & help you to love each other as 
God intends. Try starting your day with a Morning offering. Kneel 
next to your bed & try this prayer:  
O Jesus, through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, I offer you my 
prayers, works, joys, and sufferings of this day for all the inten-
tions of your Sacred Heart, in union with the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass throughout the world, for the salvation of souls, the repara-
tion of sins, the reunion of all Christians, and in particular for the 
intentions of the Holy Father this month. Amen. 
Always remember your marriage is a sacrament of Jesus' love. 

The Parish FORMED subscription can help families build holy habits and 
create new prayer routines at home.  Already have a FORMED Account? 
Visit FORMED.org; Click Sign in; enter your email; Click the link in your 
email. You're in! No more passwords! Want to create a new FORMED 
account with your parish? Visit FORMED.org; Click Sign Up ; Select "I 
belong to a Parish or Organization"; Find Saint John Bosco by name, zip, 
or parish code; Enter your email - & you're in!   FORMED is a great way 
for us to learn about the faith together, find answers to questions, grow in 
understanding, engage in payer and even discover entertainment as a 
family in a way that will help foster a deeper relationship with Our Lord. 

    Congratulations!! 
 The following  

students have achieved 
Academic Honors  

at Holy Ghost Preparatory School for the  
First Semester of the 2020-2021 School Year:  

 
Luke Slavin  12 Second Honors  
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On 12/8, Pope Francis decreed a special year dedicated to St. Joseph for the 
global Catholic Church, offering the 1.2 billion members of the faith an  
opportunity to obtain indulgences as the world continues to undergo the 
"grave tribulation" of the coronavirus pandemic. The special year, coinciding 
with the 150th anniversary of the 1870 naming of St. Joseph as patron of the 
universal church, will run through 12/8/2021.  

As part of the celebration for this year,  
an Image of  Saint Joseph  will be 

“traveling” to the homes  
of our Bosco Parishioners for  

a week-long visit.  
You are invited to display the Image in your 
home during for one week. This is a unique opportunity for you to have  
special prayer time. Each day you are asked to say the simple devotion which 
will be provided.  Traveling devotions help keep prayer & spirituality close to 
home for many. We will email the Image & the prayers to you on a Monday.  
If you would like to host the Image of Saint Joseph in your home, please fill 
out the form below.  You will be contacted with detailed information.   
Questions? Please call 267-803-0774. 
 

YES, I would like to host the Image of Saint Joseph in my home. 
 

 Family Name: __________________________________________________  
 

           Email: __________________________________________________ 

Saint Joseph Chaplet  
of Family Protection 

This chaplet is said on rosary beads.  
Begin on the crucifix:  Blessed Joseph, husband of Mary, be 
with us this day. You protected and cherished the Virgin; loving 
the Child Jesus as your son, you rescued Him from danger of 
death. Defend the Church, the household of God, purchased by 
the blood of Christ. Guardian of the Holy Family, be with us in 
our trials. May your prayers obtain for us the strength to flee 
from error and wrestle with the powers of corruption so that in 
life we may grow in holiness and in death rejoice in the crown 
of victory. Amen.  
On each of the large beads say: St. Joseph guardian of the 
Holy Family, bless our families.  
On each of the small beads say: St. Joseph pray for us.  
To conclude the chaplet: Jesus, Mary and Joseph I give You 
my heart and my soul. Jesus, Mary and Joseph assist me now 
and in my last agony. Jesus, Mary and Joseph may I breathe 
forth my soul in peace with You. 

Wednesday Prayer to Saint Joseph  
The intercession of St Joseph is very powerful. Therefore, let us pray to him 
constantly.   Each Wednesday in the year is dedicated to St Joseph & all those 
devoted to him should on this particular day practice special devotion in his hon-
or.  Let us say this Wednesday Prayer to Saint Joseph:  

O, Saint Joseph, whose protection is so great, so strong, so prompt 
before the Throne of God, I place in thee all my interests & desires. 
O, Saint Joseph, do assist me by thy powerful intercession & obtain 
for me from thy Divine Son all spiritual blessings, through Jesus 
Christ, Our Lord, so that, having engaged here below your Heavenly 
power, I may offer my thanksgiving & homage to the most loving of 
Fathers. O, Saint Joseph, I never weary of contemplating you &  
Jesus asleep in your arms. I dare not approach while He reposes near 
your heart. Press Him in my name & kiss His fine head for me & ask 
Him to return the Kiss when I draw my dying breath. O Saint    
Joseph, hear my prayers & obtain my petitions (mention now your 
intentions). O Saint Joseph, pray for me! Amen. 

Saint Joseph was a carpenter by trade so carpenter tools 
are frequently used as his symbols. Throughout the Year 
of Saint Joseph, we will be exploring the various 
TOOLS that Saint Joseph may have used in his  
Carpentry Shop. Check out the 
Bosco Facebook Page on the 
Third Thursday of every 
month for a description of an  
antique wood working tool. While it 
may be true that Joseph was a carpen-
ter as we normally think, it is also 
very likely that he could have been the 
“handyman” who was as skilled with 
wood as he was with stone or any oth-
er material. Saint Joseph is the Patron 
Saint of carpenters and workers. 

As we devote an entire year to St. Joseph's honor, we will  

undoubtedly unlock many special graces for each of the faithful 

who increase their devotion to him during this special year. There 

is no greater model than St. Joseph from whom we can learn how 

to live virtuously in imitation of Jesus and Mary.  

WE WILL CELEBRATE AT SJB  
WITH A PRAYER CHAIN GARLAND.   

Please stop by the table in the main Vestibule of our Church from 

1/31-2/28 & check out the Classic Paper Prayer Chain Garland. 

Each strip has a blank side for you to write your prayer intentions. 

Submit prayer requests to Saint Joseph! Your request will be lifted 

in prayer! The prayer chain will be draped around the Statue of 

Saint Joseph during March. So let's join with each other and pray! 

Prayer works! 

The film: STAIRCASE!  
Three mysteries surround the spiral  
staircase in the Loretto Chapel: the identity 
of its builder, the type of wood used & the 
physics of its construction. When the 
Loretto Chapel was completed in 1878, 
there was no way to access the choir loft 22 
feet above. Carpenters were called in to 
address the problem, but they all concluded 
access to the loft would have to be via  
ladder as a staircase would interfere with 
the interior space of the small Chapel.  
Legend says that to find a solution to the seating problem, the  
Sisters of the Chapel made a novena to St. Joseph, the patron saint 
of carpenters. On the ninth & final day of prayer, a man appeared at 
the Chapel with a donkey & a toolbox looking for work. Months 
later, the elegant circular staircase was completed & the carpenter 
disappeared without pay or thanks. After searching for the man (an 
ad even ran in the local newspaper) & finding no trace of him, some 
concluded that he was St. Joseph himself, having come in answer to 
the sisters' prayers. The stairway's carpenter, whoever he was, built 
a magnificent structure. The design was innovative for the time & 
some of the design considerations still perplex experts today. The 
staircase has two 360 degree turns & no visible means of support. It 
is said that the staircase was built without nails—only wooden 
pegs. Questions also surround the number of stair risers relative to 
the height of the choir loft & about the types of wood & other  
materials used in the stairway's construction. Over the years many 
have flocked to the Loretto Chapel to see the Miraculous Staircase. 
The staircase has been the subject of many articles, TV specials & 
movies including "Unsolved Mysteries" and the full-length movie 
titled "The Staircase", starring William Petersen and Barbara  
Hershey. This film is very inspiring & leaves one with the question 
Did St. Joseph Jesus' earthy father build this miraculous staircase 
which defies all explanations. 
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Mass Intentions 2021  
 

 

As Catholics, we believe the church is a living, breathing, visible reality. Besides its spiritual attributes, it can be  
identified and seen. Traditionally, the church has been understood in three parts: “the Church Militant,” “the Church 
Triumphant” and “the Church Suffering.” 

• We who are alive today belong to the Church Militant — involved in living out our Catholic faith in Jesus Christ, 
and making and forming disciples by passing on the faith. Fundamentally, we “fight the good fight” of the Christian 
life. 

• The Church Triumphant is the saints in heaven — all the people, whether formally canonized or not, who are with 
the Lord Jesus and who pray for us here on earth. Triumphantly, they cheer us on by their prayers and example. 

• Finally, we have the Church Suffering. They are the souls of the dead, who are saved and being prepared for heaven 
in purgatory. They are greatly helped by our prayers. 

As we can see, the church is bigger than just here and now. It transcends time and space. With this preamble, what is 
the purpose of Mass intentions for the dead? Mass intentions can be applied to living persons, but why pray for the 
dead? What is the spiritual   purpose? Are these naming rights or ads — “this Mass brought to you by the late Mrs. Jane 
Smith who reminds you to be kind to puppies and kittens?” Certainly not! 

As Catholics, we believe the Mass is the highest act of worship — the greatest form of prayer. Every Mass is a     
participation in the one, infinite sacrifice of Jesus Christ to save us from our sins. Each Mass also continues the Last 
Supper where Jesus feeds us with his Body and Blood. 

Fundamentally, at Mass we worship God and offer our prayers along with the priest to God the Father, through the  
saving action of Jesus Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

We know the practice of Masses for souls of the dead dates to the early church.  

Those who have died are being purified in purgatory and on their way to heaven, our prayers can be enormously       
helpful. Praying for the dead is a great act of mercy. We pray that their time of purification might be quick and complete 
and that, through God’s grace, they might enjoy the glories of heaven. What better way to pray for those who have died 
than to apply the most powerful prayer of the Mass? 

Hence, we see the origin and rationale of Mass intentions for the dead. Incidentally, references to this practice can be 
found in the 12th chapter of the Second Book of Maccabees as well as various places in the New Testament. Praying for 
the dead and the reality of purgatory remains a dogmatic teaching of our Catholic faith. 

Remember that what we do here on earth has spiritual ramifications. Praying for the dead, lighting a candle which  
symbolizes this prayer and offering a Mass for these souls is a beautiful and powerful way to live our faith. We are all 
united in this one church — militant, triumphant and suffering. And we care for each other by our prayers. 

 

As of February 3rd, the following Masses for 2021 are still available.  
You can reserve your Masses by stopping by the office 9:00a.m.-4:00p.m.  Monday thru Friday 

August: 26-8:45a.m., 27-8:45a.m.,  

December: 8-8:45a.m., 9-8:45a.m., 13-8:45a.m., 15-8:45a.m., 16-8:45a.m 

    The Seven Sundays Devotion  
is a long-standing tradition of the Church in  
preparation for the feast of St. Joseph on 
3/19. The devotion honors the 7 sorrows & 7 

joys that St. Joseph experienced as husband 
of the Mother of God, faithful guardian of 
Christ & head of the holy family. The devo-
tion is a prayerful opportunity to “help us find out what 
God is telling us through the simple life of Mary’s  
husband” ~(St. Josemaria Escriva; Christ is  
Passing By, no. 39). 

Fourth Sunday: 2/21/2021 
His sorrow when he heard the prophecy of Simeon; 
his joy when he learned that many would be saved 
through the sufferings of Jesus. 

Ready for some FAMILY FUN!??  
Join us for BINGO NIGHT on ZOOM.  

Celebrate the Feast of Saint Joseph  
& join us on 3/19 at 6PM. To register for this event, fill out the 
form below & drop in the collection basket or in the PREP office 
by 3/13. The event is free, but registration is required in order for you 
to receive your Bingo card & ZOOM invitation.  When you register,  
we will send you a table top Saint Joseph Standee!  
Color it and put it together! Display your Standee at our Bingo Night 
on ZOOM! TEN games will be played & amazing prizes will be 
awarded!  Hope you can join us! 
YES, we will attend BINGO NIGHT on ZOOM on 3/19! 

Family Name ______________________# of people________ 

Email _______________________________________  

Phone # ________________ 
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Lent Gospel Reflections 
Journey with us through this special time of faith.   

Join us this Lent on Sunday evenings at 6 PM  
on the Bosco Facebook Page!  

We will pray & reflect on the Sunday Gospel. Our 40 day 
Lenten journey of prayer and fasting is a time for us to 
hear the call to conversion, to repent of our sins, to believe 
in the Good News and to follow Christ. In these prayerful 
15 minutes, let us pray asking God to grant us a holy 
Lent. Mark your calendars, you don't want to miss this! 

Rosary with Lent Meditations  

During Lent we pray the Sorrowful Mysteries. It is a time for 
us to dwell on Jesus’ suffering and His death. It is a time to 
look at our lives and examine our lives in relation to Jesus’ 
cross. ZOOM with us on Monday evenings during Lent to 
pray the Rosary meditating on the Sorrowful Mysteries. We 
will meet via ZOOM on 2/22, 3/1, 3/8, 3/15, 3/22 and 3/29 at 
6:30pm.   

ZOOM Meeting ID: 999 1725 2041;  
Passcode: 121288.  
We invite families to join us as we grow in holiness this 
Lent by incorporating the Rosary into our daily  
practices and Lenten observances. 

Hunger in Our World:  When Jesus fed 
the 5,000, he said, "Give them some 
food yourselves." Reflect on the  
challenge of global hunger. How can 
you contribute to support the hungry in 
your community? Visit crsricebowl.org 
for more information 

Extraordinary times call for  
extraordinary measures & 

that’s true also of Catholics 
who wish to keep up with 
their Lenten practices &  
devotions in a time of  

pandemic & social distancing. Praying the  
Stations of the Cross at home  

provides us with many graces &  
opportunities to grow in our love of God. This beautiful  

devotion is a source of great comfort, for it not only reminds us 
of all that our Lord has done for us, it also reminds us that, 

even in the trials of life, our Lord is with us, He loves us & joy 
awaits us. Lent always ends with Easter.   

Join SJB for Stations of the Cross on ZOOM on 
(Wednesdays) 2/24, 3/10 & 3/24 at 6:30 pm.  

ZOOM ID: 981 3482 2747,  
Passcode: 543097.  
Even if we cannot gather together physically this Lent, we can 
still be united in spirit. 
To access the Meditation prayers we’ll be using,  go to  

http://sjbhatboro.org/wp-content/
uploads/2021/02/Stations-of-the-Cross-Meditations
-2021.pdf        or 

CLICK HERE    

if viewing the online version of this bulletin 

As a member of the Catholic Faith we are expected to manifest the 12 fruits of the Holy Spirit in our day to day actions. It can be a struggle to remain 
steadfast and live a Christian way of life especially with all the mixed messages and negative influences that we receive from our culture. However this 
should only challenge us even more to cultivate our character.  Each of THE FRUITS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT is a characteristic of the Holy Spirit’s 
active presence in our daily activities. Let’s look at each one and take some time to reflect on these gifts from the Holy Spirit.  Each month during 2021 
we invite you to reflect on ONE of the FRUITS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.  This month we will reflect on JOY!  

JOY  
We all want to be happy but the happiness found in earthly things is fleeting. The joy that is part of the 12 fruits is not an  
emotional state. Rather, it is a lasting kind of happiness that can only be realized when we put God at the center of our lives and 
if we believe that we will live our eternal life with Him.Unlike happiness, joy is gladness that is completely independent of the 
good or bad things that happen in the course of the day. In fact, joy denotes a supernatural gladness given by God’s Spirit that 
actually seems to show up best during hard times. This is a product of fixing your focus on God’s purposes for the events in your 
life rather than on the circumstances. Am I experiencing a joy of life on a regular basis, or is my happiness dependent on things 
going smoothly in my day? Share one way you have or will use the Gift of Joy!  

https://www.crsricebowl.org/
http://sjbhatboro.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Stations-of-the-Cross-Meditations-2021.pdf
http://sjbhatboro.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Stations-of-the-Cross-Meditations-2021.pdf
http://sjbhatboro.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Stations-of-the-Cross-Meditations-2021.pdf
http://sjbhatboro.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Stations-of-the-Cross-Meditations-2021.pdf
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Looking for a fun & enriching experience for the kids?  
Join us on Facebook for  

Every Tuesday afternoon, we will pick out an awesome book to 
read to you. Story time can be a fun way for our young Catho-
lics to grow in the faith.  All kids (and parents) are invited.  

Family Connection:  
The announcement that Jesus makes as 

he begins his preaching in today’s  
Gospel is recalled on Ash Wednesday 

at the signing with ashes: “Repent and 
believe in the gospel.” This is our  

challenge for Lent; indeed, it is the 
challenge of our entire life. During 

Lent, we are invited to strengthen and 
to renew the promises that we made at 

our Baptism, to reject Satan and sin so as to live as 
children of God. Through the grace of God that we 

received at Baptism, we follow the promptings of the 
Holy Spirit and know that with Jesus’ help, we will be 

victorious over sin. 
As you gather as a family, talk about the importance 
of Baptism. At our Baptism, our sins were forgiven, 

and we promised to live as children of God. As part of 
the Rite of Baptism, we rejected sin and Satan. Read 
today’s Gospel. During Lent, we renew the promises 
of our Baptism, turning again from sin and promising 
to follow God. Light a candle, perhaps a candle used 
at one of your family member’s Baptisms, and pray 

together the Act of Contrition. 

is a fun game where you have to 
choose between two difficult sce-

narios. Each Monday we will post 
a WOULD YOU RATHER QUESTION on the 
Saint John Bosco Facebook Page. Don’t be 

surprised if you find some of the questions  
impossible to answer. Hope you enjoy making 

the choice between two light hearted situations. 
Are you ready to say which you would  

rather!?!? Good luck and have fun! 

Born in Ravenna, Italy, in 1007,  

Peter Damian knew  
hardship as a child. He became a 
successful teacher, but only for a 
short time. He was ordained to the 
priesthood and in 1035, he entered 
a Benedictine monastery. The 
monks lived in small hermitages, 
with two monks in each. Peter was 
known for his fasting, penance and 
long hours of prayer. In 1043, he 
was elected abbot. Peter began reorganizing the rules 
of the order to return to the original spirit and  
purpose of the order. Men were drawn to the  
monastery, and Peter started five other foundations. 
In 1057, Peter was made cardinal and bishop of Ostia. 
Soon he was called upon by the Church to settle  
disputes, attend synods, and fight abuses. He devoted 
much energy to helping the clergy, as well as the 
leaders of the empire. With his letters, biographies, 
sermons, stories, and poems, he encouraged others to 
restore discipline to their lives. Through all his  
diplomatic missions, Peter Damian remained a monk 
at heart. He served the Church as he was asked,  
however, and as best he could. He died February 22, 
1072, and in 1828, was declared a Doctor of the 
Church. We celebrate his feast day on 2/21. 

Attention Families with kids!  
We invite you to come together to pray the  

Stations of the Cross for Children.  
As a family sit together, create a sacred space and 
walk the Way of the Cross with Jesus. (This event 

counts as an activity for our Summer PREP and Home 
Based Catechesis Students).  

We will gather on 3/1 at 6PM on ZOOM.  
Pre-registration is necessary by calling the PREP  
office 267-803-0774. The ZOOM ID and Passcode will 
be emailed after we receive your registration.  
Praying the Stations of the Cross is a beautiful Lenten 
Tradition. Hoping you can join us. 

We've got the scoop where you can see puppets in action!  
Puppet shows are great fun for  

audiences of all ages!  
     Titus and Tobit invite you to a Bosco & Company 

PUPPET SHOW  
every Friday afternoon on the Bosco Facebook Page! Even if 
your kids can't sit still for more than 5 minutes, chances are 
they'll make it through a puppet show. It's the perfect  
first-time theater experience: The characters are captivating, 
the shows bring bible stories to life & if your kids make silly 
faces at the screen, the puppets won't get offended. The show 
is sure to be a unique experience!   

Hope you can join us.  

Welcome to the Catholic Young Parents Corner!  
Couples blessed with children are entrusted with an exciting  
responsibility to introduce their children to God & help nourish 
their faith. Having a Christ-centered marriage is the first step to 
building a strong, happy family. When parents take the time to 
learn & grow in their own faith, they can pass valuable treasures 
onto their children & build a family centered on love. Learning 
about the Catholic faith can be fun. Catholic kids enjoy learning 
about God’s love for them.  Praying as a family is a wonderful, 
rewarding activity. Finding the time & opportunity, however, is 
not always so easy. Committing to gathering regularly, if not  
daily, for a shared meal is a great way to strengthen your family 
& to learn how to pray together. Here are a few different  
approaches to spicing up the prayer portion of your family meals. 
Have family members take turns leading the prayer each day. 
You might start with a petition, praise to God, whatever the  
leader chooses.  St. Thérèse of Lisieux described prayer as “a 
simple look turned toward heaven.” Ask each family member to 
say one thing he or she is grateful for that day. (Taken from Loy-
ola Press). Set aside a regular time to pray together as a family!  
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