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SAINT JOHN BOSCO ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
PARISH CENTER OFFICE: 215 E. COUNTY LINE ROAD, HATBORO, PA 19040 

Tel. (215) 672-7280 

www.sjbhatboro.org May 9, 2021 
6th Sunday of Easter 

 

 

Daily Mass: Monday thru Friday 8:45AM 
 

Confession:  Saturday 3:00— 3:30 PM 
 
Rosary: Monday  before 8:45am Mass 

 Saturday before 4pm Vigil Mass 
 
Miraculous Medal Novena: Monday after  
    8:45am Mass 
 
Arranging Marriage   

Congratulations on your engagement!  
See Page 2 for information on celebrating your 
wedding or having your marriage blessed  
at Saint John Bosco.  
 
Arranging Baptism 

First (Spanish) and Last (English) Sundays each 
month following the 11am Mass.  
See Page 2 for more information.   

 

Pastor: Rev. Gary J. Kramer 

 

Weekend Assistant: Rev. Mark J. Hunt,  
   Holy Family University 

Weekend Assistant: Rev. Ed Windhaus 

 

Financial Administrator:   
Secretary:  Mrs. Diane Falchetta 
Secretary:  Mrs. Jeanne Eichorn 

 

Music Director:  Mrs. Regina Crawford 

 

PREP Administrator:  Mrs. Janet Sikina 
PREP Office   267-803-0774 
E-mail: prep@saintjohnbosco.org 

 

WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday Evening Vigil Masses: 4:00 PM (English) and 7:00 PM (Spanish) 

Sunday at 8:00 AM and 11:00 AM 
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BAPTISM INFORMATION 
Before date is confirmed, parents must have/obtain:  

• Registration in SJB Parish: Family from another 
parish must obtain written permission from “home” 
parish for Baptism at SJB. 

• Certificate of Eligibility to Serve as Sponsor:         
Each Catholic Sponsor (1 required; 2 preferred) 
must obtain Certificate of Eligibility from “home” 
parish.  Parishes generally do not issue certificates 
to persons not already registered nor to persons 
who left the parish more than 6 months previously.   

• Letter from Pastor for Christian Witness:                
One baptized non-Catholic may serve as a Christian  
Witness and must present Letter of Good Standing 
from current Christian pastor.  A Catholic not     
eligible to  Sponsor may not be Christian Witness.   

 

     Call Parish Office to arrange   

WEDDING INFORMATION 
Wedding Planning begins with engaged couple’s 
meeting a parish priest here at least six (6) months 
before desired wedding date.  Please do not make  
financial commitments before confirming church 
date/time. If a member of the couple was previously 
married, a Declaration of Nullity (Annulment) of the 
prior marriage may be necessary. Please contact  
parish priest for detailed information. 

 

 
 
 

 
Please submit items for Bulletin Sun. issue dates (left)  

   by 12 noon on submission dates (right):  

  May 23..…………………………Mon., May 10 

  May 30..…………………………Mon., May 17 

  June 6……………………………Mon., May 24 
 

Please send info./questions to Bulletin Editor at  
bulletined@saintjohnbosco.org. 

Bulletin Editor: Mrs. Holly Pyfer 

Custom Wedding Programs 
Getting married at Saint John Bosco?  

   
Will you need an easy-to-follow wedding program template? 

You can find these templates on the SJB Website! The wedding 
program templates have a basic ceremony structure in them as 
well as details about you, your groom & your bridal party. You'll 

just need to go in & change the details to reflect your special 
day. Use them as a guide & add your own spin to make your 
day truly personal. The templates for half fold are easy to use 

for simple wedding programs. 

MARRIAGE CONVALIDATION:  Couples in a civil or  
non-Catholic religious union without our Church’s 
explicit permission are not in a valid Catholic  
marriage.  They cannot receive other sacraments or 
serve as Catholic Sponsors for Baptism and  
Confirmation.  This situation is often easily remedied 
by “convalidation”, a simple ceremony popularly 
called “getting a marriage blessed”.   
Call Parish Office to arrange.   

 

On the SJB Website, you can find a template document in Microsoft Word format for 
creating a booklet for a Roman Catholic Funeral Mass at Saint John Bosco Church. 
You’ll need to go in & change the details. Customizing your template is fast & easy. 
This is a traditional type of program distributed at the Funeral Mass. Try our program 
template for minimal effort & work yet producing a professional booklet. The  
important thing is to have one made so it can serve as a guide for everyone. 

www.heedthecall.org 

Parish Office Hours  

Mass Cards/Mail/Messages/Documents/Facility Keys are available only during open Office Hours.  
Monday– Thursday:  9:00 AM to 12:00 PM & 1:00 PM to 8:00 PM 
Friday: 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM  & 1:00 PM to 4:00 PM * Current hours 9am  to 4pm, Monday  thru Friday * 
Saturday/Sunday: Closed 

215-672-7280 

www.sjbhatboro.org 

 PARISH  

REGISTRATION 
 

Have you moved, 
changed an email  
address, added a family 
member, no longer have 
a land line or changed 
phone numbers?  
Call the Parish Office to 
submit changes. 

http://www.sjbhatboro.org
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Mother’s Day Reflection   
 

Today we celebrate Mother’s Day and yet many of us may not be aware that 
the first Mother’s Day was proclaimed on May 9, 1914 by President    
Woodrow Wilson through the efforts of Anna Jarvis of Philadelphia who 
wanted to remember her mother and all mothers.   Anna’s mother had been 
very active in working to improve the health of people and she convinced 
her mother’s church to celebrate Mother’s Day on the anniversary of her 
mother’s death.  She campaigned for a national day and her efforts          
convinced Woodrow Wilson to designate this special occasion.  Although, 
this is a “special day” in which we recall moms, for some this day can be 
very difficult because of their personal experiences.  I found an article by 
Vinta Hampton Wright entitled, “Mother with Child” – A Mother’s Day  
Reflection from U. S. Catholic Magazine and I have included excerpts for 
our prayer and reflection as we celebrate Mother’s Day. 
 

Some are not mothers by choice.   Maybe the reasons are medical or maybe 
they have to do with the demands of a career or call by God or a ministry 
what would be hard on a family. 
 

Some are not mothers simply because your life took a certain path that did 
not include motherhood and that decision was consistent with who they are 
and what they loved. Maybe some never married or arrived at a situation that 
was considered not healthy for the nurturing of children. Maybe major life 
events removed you from the motherhood track. Some are not mothers     
because of severe damage to their life.  That damage could be abuse,        
debilitating depression, addiction, or other illness, or a condition of soul that 
has required most of their time and energy for the sake of healing and      
restoration. All of this got in the way of life that includes partnership and 
childrearing. 
 

Some are not mothers despite every effort made to become one, trying for 
months or years to become pregnant or to finalize an adoption, but those 
plans were thwarted at every turn, through no fault of their own. The only 
people who could possibly understand how desperate and abandoned they  
feel are those who have experienced this situation themselves. 
 

Whatever your reason for being childless, please know this: You are indeed 
a source of life to the world. You possess the ability to nurture others, and, if 
you free yourself to do so, you will be amazed at how fertile you actually 
are. 
 

There is no substitute for physical motherhood. And for one who longs to 
have children in her house, nothing else will do. Don’t ever deny the grief of 
that. Don’t minimize this burden of emptiness. Don’t repress your desire to 
give birth. That very desire is a unique and particular energy of womanhood, 
for those who have children and those who have not. 
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Our goal is to provide prayer support for the men and women of 
the Saint John Bosco community who are serving on active duty 

in the United States Armed Forces. If you have a family  
member or close friend serving on active duty who could use our 
prayer support for their health, well-being and safe return, please 

call the Parish Office. 

Larry Barnhouse 
Ira Bellew 
Dave Berry 
Elle Caruso 

Josh Chattley  
Darcie Cimarusti 

Dee Conner 
Marianne R. Costello 

David Cowser 
Linda Cunningham 
Louise D’Agostino 

Ellen Dardis 
Gloria Donneys 

Lois Dudley 
Barbara Eisenhart 

Emily Elwell 
Mason Gerardi 
Linda Giardetti 
Dennis Gillen 

Marie Gonzalez 
Donna Graeber 
Fred Hankinson 
Summer Heine 
Anna Hryhorec 
Lilly Ibbotson 

Bryce Ingraham 
Chris Ingraham 

Jayden Ingraham 
Tim Keebler 

Kolby Daniel Kehler 
Kathy Kelley 

William Keyes 
James Kirkpatrick 

John Kempf 
Margie Kolby 

Edgar Langdon 

Christopher Laskey 
Santa E. Marty 

Alona McCloskey 
Lucas McCrea 

Christine McGeehan 
Edward McParland 
Colleen T. McPeak  
Angelina McVey 

Nichole Miller 
Henry Mulroney 

John Murphy 
Francis Nulty 

Ryan Palm 
Daniel Pierson 

Rev. Francis J. Pileggi 
Chip Randa 

Allan Rhodes 
Anna Rose 
Meg Rost 

Catherine Sarsfield 
Jason Seeton 

Michael Slater 
Betty Ann Smith 

Sun Soon  
Felicia Soto 

Marcial  Soto 
Patrick Staiber 
Joseph Sykes 

Linda Nye Tooles 
Nanette Toporowski 

Ronald Tull 
Mary Vincelli 
Frank Waltrich 
Lorraine Wine 

Maria Wingeron 

Adoration Chapel  
Mon.: after 8:45 am Mass to 7:00 pm.  

Tues. to Fri.: 8:00 am to 7:00 pm.   

Sat. & Sun. Closed.  The chapel is closed on weekends for 
security reasons.  Please do not try to  enter the Church 

outside of these hours.  
Prayer Intention Candles (2) burn all week  
alongside Blessed Sacrament when Chapel is open.  
This week the candles represent these intentions:  

 
 

      How We List: Just send your name with intention & offering 
to ADORATION CANDLE c/o Parish Center. Please name one 

Person, Couple (engaged or married),   Family, Group per re-
quest. Candles are available for living or dec’d.  Offering: $ 15. 

We welcome Catholics with Celiac Disease to the Table of the 

Lord. Low-gluten Communion hosts are available at all  

weekend liturgies to those suffering from Celiac Sprue disease. 

When you arrive for Mass, go to the Sacristy. Let the Sacristan 

know that you will need a low-gluten host. The 

low-gluten hosts are consecrated at the same time 

as the regular hosts. When you reach the Presider 

during the Communion Procession, whisper to him 

that you will need to receive a low-gluten host. 

SATURDAY, MAY 8, 2021 
               4:00 PM  Frank Kurdziel, Sr. 
               7:00 PM  Pro Populo (For the People) 
SUNDAY, MAY 9, 2021 
    8:00 AM  Keith Bergan 
 11:00 AM  PREP Families (LIVING) 
5/10     MON.       8:45 AM  Mother’s Honored by  
                         Mass Remembrance Donations 
5/11    TUES.       8:45 AM  Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Antonucci 
5/12     WED.       8:45 AM  Judy White 
     4:00 PM   Holly Pyfer (LIVING) 
5/13     THURS.  8:45 AM  Anna & Bill Holmes 
   12:05 AM  Gerry Young (LIVING) 
     7:00 PM  Teresa Mulroney (LIVING) 
5/14     FRI.         8:45 AM  Henry Eichorn 

    NEXT WEEKEND:  

SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2021 
               4:00 PM  Frank Kurdziel, Sr. 
 7:00 PM  Pro Populo (For the People) 
SUNDAY, MAY 16, 2021 
               8:00 AM  Bernadine & Paul Timko 
             11:00 AM  Mary A. Ciardullo 

Almighty and eternal God, those who take refuge in you will 
be glad and forever will shout for joy. Protect these soldiers as 

they discharge their duties. Protect them with the shield of 
your strength and keep them safe from all evil and harm.  

May the power of your love enable them to return home in 
safety, that with all who love them, they may ever praise you 

for your loving care. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Please keep the following military in your prayers:                         
Hector Guillermo Torres Carbo – Army – E3 
Maya Medrano—Airforce—Military Police - E-3 
Tyler Palmentera—Navy– E5 
Noe Argenis Reyes – Marines – Air Traffic Controller – E3 
Captain Vincent McPeak - USAF 
Captain Emily Bohnenkamp -USAF 
Austin Rehiel - Army – E5 

 

Please Pray for Our Faithful 
Departed whose Funeral 

Masses were celebrated in 
our Parish 

 
 

 Karen Schilling 
 
 

Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them.  May their souls and all the souls of the  
Faithful Departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. 

Amen. 
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Sunday   Amount* Difference  
4/25/2021  $  9,667.82 
4/26/2020  $  2,337.68       +$   7,330.14 

 * Includes E-Giving 

 

Mother’s Day 
4/25/2021  $  1,412.00 
4/25/2020  $  1,879.00       -$     467.00   

Thank you for supporting Saint John Bosco Parish! 

What comes to mind when you hear the letters R-C-I-A?  
Many know these letters to mean the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, the 
usual way for non-Catholic adults to become full members of the Church, the 

Body of Christ. What surprises many Catholics, however, is that RCIA  
involves the whole parish. Long before the saying “it takes a village to 
raise a child” became popular, Christians knew and still know it takes the Holy 
Spirit and a parish to form new members. We are blessed to have adults  
inquiring and preparing to become full members of the Body of Christ, a very 
good sign of a lively parish. Yet this now challenges each of us as members of 
Saint John Bosco. How do we, both new and lifelong members, stay alive and 
continue maturing as disciples of Jesus? 
 
1. In your daily prayers, always include a prayer for Saint John Bosco 
Parish that we may do what Jesus has entrusted to us through the Grace of the 
Holy Spirit to do the will of God our Father. 
 
2. If you know a family member or friend who has expressed some desire 
to become a Catholic Christian, bring her or him to an RCIA gathering. 

We meet each Sunday after the 8:00am Mass in the Parish  
Center. In the early part of RCIA, THERE ARE NO COMMITMENTS. 

Come and see what and Who RCIA is all about. 
 
3. Consider a role in RCIA. We need parishioners to serve as catechists, to 
help with hospitality and (somewhat urgently) to serve as sponsors. If you do 
not feel comfortable being a catechist or sponsor, we certainly welcome and 
need your presence as a witness to life of the Holy Spirit acting in all our lives. 
Your quiet and gentle presence is a powerful testimony of faith in Jesus Christ. 
 
If you have questions, send an email to rcia@saintjohnbosco.org or come to 
the Parish Center after the 8:00am Mass on a Sunday. Over the years,  
parishioners have mentioned that participating in RCIA contributed  
significantly in growing as mature disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Please join us to pray the Rosary  
before daily Mass in May.  

Rosary prayers will begin at 8:15 am. 

Please Note: 
THE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED  

FOR ASCENSION THURSDAY 

Thank you! 

Longing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation  

but not sure if the ADULT CONFIRMATION process is 

right for you?  
Not a problem! Adult Catholics (ages 18 & older) who have been  

baptized, received First Communion & are practicing their faith but 

have not celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation are invited to  

participate in a preparation program here at Saint John Bosco.  

Interested adults should call the Faith Formation Office at  

267-803-0774 to arrange an appointment. We highly encourage you to 

contact us to begin preparation to receive this grace filled Sacrament.  

Memorial Fund 
A donation has been made in memory 

of Anna Hessler 
by Anna’s friends and neighbors on  

Hardman and Lea Lanes-  $185.00  

We welcome into the Church and our Parish: 
  

Araceli Micaela Glauser 

Maxine Rae Fili 

Owen William Ulmos 

Chase Manuel Rodriguez 

Carter Michael Smith 

Help bring the Rosary to life. Come be a part of our  
LIVING ROSARY on Thursday 10/28 at 6:30 pm in the parking 

lot. (in front of the Parish Center) In a living Rosary each  
participant not only prays the rosary, but helps to form one. All 

participants will hold a colored glow stick to illuminate the  
Rosary. The living Rosary is a beautiful expression of faith. It is a 
reflection on the life of Christ. Save the Date. Hope you can join 

us. Our Living Rosary will have a special glow this year. 

Thursday, May 13th  

is Ascension Thursday.   

Our masses are as follows.   

There will be a 4 PM Vigil Mass on  

Wednesday May 12th.  On Thursday, May 13th 

there is an 8:45 AM, 12:05 PM and a 7 PM. 

As of Wednesday, May 5th our  

business manager and dear friend 

Deacon Dan Rouse  

will be retiring.  
He has served our parish for many 

years first as a Deacon and then 

eventually became our Business 

Manager.  I want to express my  

sincere gratitude for all of his hard 

work, support and dedication he has 

shown our parish.   

May his new journey be filled with 

much happiness! 
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On 12/8, Pope Francis decreed a special year dedicated to St. Joseph for the 
global Catholic Church, offering the 1.2 billion members of the faith an  
opportunity to obtain indulgences as the world continues to undergo the 
"grave tribulation" of the coronavirus pandemic. The special year, coinciding 
with the 150th anniversary of the 1870 naming of St. Joseph as patron of the 
universal church, will run through 12/8/2021.  

As part of the celebration for this year,  
an Image of  Saint Joseph  will be 

“traveling” to the homes  
of our Bosco Parishioners for  

a week-long visit.  
You are invited to display the Image in your 
home during for one week. This is a unique opportunity for you to have  
special prayer time. Each day you are asked to say the simple devotion which 
will be provided.  Traveling devotions help keep prayer & spirituality close to 
home for many. We will email the Image & the prayers to you on a Monday.  
If you would like to host the Image of Saint Joseph in your home, please fill 
out the form below.  You will be contacted with detailed information.   
Questions? Please call 267-803-0774. 
 

YES, I would like to host the Image of Saint Joseph in my home. 
 

 Family Name: __________________________________________________  
 

           Email: __________________________________________________ 

Wednesday Prayer to Saint Joseph  
 

The intercession of St Joseph is very powerful. Therefore, let 
us pray to him constantly.   Each Wednesday in the year is 
dedicated to St Joseph & all those devoted to him should on 
this particular day practice special devotion in his honor.  Let 
us say this Wednesday Prayer to Saint Joseph:  

 

O, Saint Joseph, whose protection is so great, so 

strong, so prompt before the Throne of God, I place in 

thee all my interests & desires. O, Saint Joseph, do  

assist me by thy powerful intercession & obtain for me 

from thy Divine Son all spiritual blessings, through 

Jesus Christ, Our Lord, so that, having engaged here 

below your Heavenly power, I may offer my  

thanksgiving & homage to the most loving of Fathers. 

O, Saint Joseph, I never weary of contemplating you &  

Jesus asleep in your arms. I dare not approach while 

He reposes near your heart. Press Him in my name & 

kiss His fine head for me & ask Him to return the Kiss 

when I draw my dying breath. O Saint    Joseph, hear 

my prayers & obtain my petitions (mention now your 

intentions). O Saint Joseph, pray for me! Amen. 

PRAYER TO THE SLEEPING SAINT JOSEPH  
While asleep, St. Joseph received messages from God, who 
warned him about the danger posed by King Herod &  
entrusted him with loving & protecting Mary & the Baby  
Jesus. It was in a dream when Joseph accepted his role as  
putative father of Jesus & of all mankind, an archetypal figure 
of protector, defender & consoler. Joseph is the attentive & 
tender guardian of the Family, a just man who accepts & 
guards the mysteries of God, as he willingly chose to accept & 
protect Mary, the woman chosen by God to be the Most Holy & 
Immaculate Mother of His only Son. Pope Francis has  
special devotion to St Joseph Sleeping & he has the habit of 
placing under the statue of the saint a list containing the  
problems, petitions & prayers of the faithful. It’s as if he were 
inviting Saint Joseph to “sleep on it,” & perhaps to put a good 
word in before God to solve difficult situations & to help those 
in need, thus calling upon the saint’s role as a father who is 
merciful & totally attentive to those he loves. He’s a truly  
special saint, who protects & helps us even while he sleeps!  

 
Let us pray: Oh St. Joseph, whose protection is so great, so 
strong, so prompt before the throne of God. I place in you 
all my interest and desires. Oh St. Joseph, do assist me by 
your powerful intercession, and obtain for me from your 
Divine Son all spiritual blessings, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. So that having engaged here below your heavenly 
power, I may offer my thanksgiving & homage to the most 
loving Fathers. Oh St. Joseph, I never weary of  
contemplating you & Jesus asleep in your arms; I dare not 
approach while He reposes near your heart. Press him in my 
name & kiss his fine head for me & 
ask him to return the kiss when I 
draw my dying breath. St. Joseph, 
Patron of departing souls, pray for 
me and my loved ones. Amen. 

St. Joseph's Day was 3/19. The tradition of setting out a special 
feast, or table, dates back to the Middle Ages in Italy where 
families would invite the poor in to dine. The practice began in 
Sicily, where the Saint is credited with ending a drought that 
had brought famine. A great feast was held in St. Joseph's  
honor to give thanks.  
Here is the recipe for Shrimp and olive pasta in honor of 
Saint Joseph.   
Ingredients:  

1 box (16 oz) spaghetti 
2 tbsp olive oil 
4 cloves minced garlic  
1 pound peeled, deveined large    
   shrimp, peeled, butterflied 
1 jar (8 oz) green  
  pimiento-stuffed sliced olives 

1 cup white wine 
1/2 tsp each: salt, freshly 
ground pepper 
2 tbsp butter 
optional, 1/4 cup chopped    
     parsley plus 4 sprigs 

1. Prepare spaghetti according to package directions; drain, 
reserving 1/2 cup of the liquid. Transfer to a large bowl 
or platter.  

2. Meanwhile, heat the oil in a large skillet over medium-
high heat; add the garlic. Cook, stirring, until golden, 
about 1 minute.  

3. Add the shrimp; cook, stirring, until just pink, about 1 
minute.  

4. Stir in olives & white wine; heat to a simmer, about 3 
minutes.  

5. Season with salt & pepper.  

6. Remove shrimp from skillet with tongs; place on hot  
pasta.  

7. Add the reserved pasta water to the skillet; heat until 
slightly thickened, about 6 minute.  

8. Whisk in butter, 1 tbsp at a time.  

9. Pour sauce over pasta & shrimp; add chopped parsley.  

10. Toss to combine; garnish with parsley sprigs. Enjoy! 
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You're invited to a 

birthday party!  

When?On Pentecost Sunday 

Where? Saint John Bosco  

Why?  To Celebrate the 

 Church's Birthday!  

Pentecost is probably one of the most important days 

on the Church calendar!  PENTECOST IS THE 

BIRTHDAY OF THE CHURCH!  So, let's  

celebrate!  Wear red to church that weekend!   

The priests will wear red vestments to symbolize the 

love of the Holy Spirit!  Be sure and stop by the 

tables at the church entrances for a  

Pentecost Bookmark on 5/22 and 5/23!  

Pentecost Sunday 

Short but fervent devotions to Saint Joseph, taken 
from the writings of St. Alphonsus Liguori will be 
posted on the Saint John Bosco Parish Facebook 

Page every day during the month of May.   
Every line bears testimony to the respect,  

confidence and love which Saint Alphonsus  
felt for the foster father of Jesus.  

Let us pray together as a Parish Family during this 
year dedicated to Saint Joseph.  

Saint John Bosco will host our annual  

9/14/21 — 9/18/21  
& we want you to be a part of the fun!  

Celebrate the best of fall right here at SJB!  
This is one of the best events of the year  

& your family won’t want to miss it.  
Mark your calendars for this  
Awesome Autumn Adventure.  

Hope you can share the news & plan to attend!   

FALL FESTIVAL AD BOOKLET 
 

The 2021 Fall Festival is this September & we have 
5 fantastic days of exciting events.  

Each year several thousand people come to our 
festival! Advertising in the Bosco Fall Festival  
program booklet helps your business reach 
new customers.  For 2021, you can advertise in 
the Fall festival booklet for as little as $25 for a 

business card size or as much as $100 for a full page 
ad. Advertising in our program is a great way to 

get visibility for your business! Advertising with us 
is a great deal & great for your business.  

To book your ad, please contact Joe 215-672-6422 
or John 215-669-8159. (Deadline 8/22) 

PENNIES FROM HEAVEN 
Did you know that 30 pounds of pennies  

is equal to $50?  
Pennies are coins that are generally overlooked & underused.   
JOIN US IN OUR PENNIES FROM HEAVEN CAMPAIGN.  

All monies will be donated to  
 The Saint John Bosco Food Cupboard! 

Our Food Pantry lends a hand to all those in need. 
Bring your pennies (and other loose change) to the Fall 

Festival. Help us win the challenge & fill the jars.  
A penny saved is a penny raised. 

is a fun game where you have to 
choose between two difficult sce-

narios. Each Monday we will post 
a WOULD YOU RATHER QUESTION on the 
Saint John Bosco Facebook Page. Don’t be 

surprised if you find some of the questions  
impossible to answer. Hope you enjoy making 

the choice between two light hearted situations. 
Are you ready to say which you would  

rather!?!? Good luck and have fun! 

On the  

Solemnity of  

Pentecost,  
which concludes our Easter celebration, we are given a ‘Gift of Life’ so 

that we can faithfully take up Jesus’ saving mission.  Let us journey 

together to celebrate the Birthday of the Church. A Gospel Reflection 

will be filmed in advance and posted on the SJB Facebook Page on 

Sunday, 5/23.  May the Holy Spirit move all of us to share our unique 

God-given gifts with our family and friends. 

Looking for a fun & enriching experience for the kids?  
Join us on Facebook for  

Every Tuesday afternoon, we will pick out an awesome book to 
read to you. Story time can be a fun way for our young Catho-
lics to grow in the faith.  All kids (and parents) are invited.  
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The fruits of the Holy Spirit determine our character. It is who we become. It is how we are known. It is how we are  
described by others. It is what others see in us. It is our moral conscience. It is our being. God planted the seed, it is up to 
us to produce the fruit. This month we will reflect on PATIENCE. 

KINDNESS  
Genuine kindness stems from authentic love because it inclines a person to give to others without counting the cost. Some  
expressions that describe kindness are benevolence, compassion, goodwill & generosity. When kindness is at work in a person’s 
life, he or she looks for ways to adapt to meet the needs of others. It is moral goodness that overflows. It’s also the absence of 
malice. We live the virtue of kindness by treating others as we want to be treated. Is it easy to be kind to someone who has been 
mean to you or to a beggar on the street?  When God gives us this gift, its more than just being kind to others.  He might help us 
be kind to someone who really needs it and we're not even aware of it.  For example, maybe you feel like you should write a  
letter or call a grandparent.  God might be urging you to do that because they are having a bad day and that's exactly what they 
need to cheer them up.  Sometimes your kind deed to someone else is all they need to remember that someone special loves 
them. Thought for reflection: Is it my goal to serve others with kindness, or am I too focused on my own needs, desires, or  
problems to let the goodness of God overflow to others? 

At this time of “self-quarantine” we can use the gift of 
technology to help us draw closer to Christ through 
media, devotions and entertainment. Check out 
FORMED.ORG. If you have registered, maybe it is time 
to revisit the site! If you have not registered, please 
do, FREE access to all! Please share with friends or 
family; it only requires an email address.  Stay  
Connected with your Catholic Faith!  Movies, books, 
audio, faith formation for all families of faith! Make 
sure you put in Saint John Bosco as your Parish & 
Organization.  You can also download the app on your 
phone or tablet! May God Bless you as you continue 
your journey to grow in faith! Explore.  Enjoy.  Use 
frequently! 

Remain in My Love is 
an Archdiocesan  
initiative for the  
renewal of marriage & 
family life. We firmly 
believe that healthy 

marriages strengthen the family; family strengthens 
the church; strengthen the Church & then you can 
change the world! Each month check out the special 
message posted in this space to help you keep your 
marriage growing in love & joy. 

Prayer is one of the primary aspects that hold a marriage 
and family together. Many traditions surround Catholic 
prayer. Asking for God’s blessing is just one of the ways you 
can celebrate your relationship.  
Let us pray: “Heavenly Father, we come before you to thank 
you for all you have done and continue to do in our lives 
and marriage. Lord, we come before you on this day,  
Father, asking for a stronger bond of unity in our marriage 
covenant. Lord, we pray that you will give us the power to 
be a united front for you. Letting nothing come between us. 
Assist us, God, to identify and work through everything 
that is not pleasing to you. So we can continually attain 
higher levels of unity in our marriage spiritually, physically, 
and mentally. Father, we are thankful and happy to see the 
work of your hands. As we try our best to find your grace 
daily. We love you and thank you for all of these things.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen!” 

Saint Charles Seminary is excited to welcome all 
alumni and the Archdiocesan Community for our 

Open House on Sunday, 10/3/2021  
as we celebrate the 150th Anniversary  

of the Overbrook Campus. 

Be a part of the  

June 5th and June 6th 
have been designated for 

the collection of diapers (all sizes). Please bring a 
box & place in the Ushers Room. The diapers will 
be collected and given to Guiding Star Ministries, a 
home for single pregnant women and their children 
located in Philadelphia. 

Thank you from the BOTTOM of 
our hearts  

for helping babies in need. 

If you would like to donate to the  
SAINT JOHN BOSCO FOOD CUPBOARD  

in a way that makes a huge difference,  
we are asking for Personal Products  

during the month of May.  
Paper Products such as toothpaste, soaps, shampoos, 

deodorants, hand sanitizers, toothbrushes  
or body lotions. Items can be dropped at the  

back door of the Parish Center. For more information, 
please contact Rusty and Michelle at 215-672-0514. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity.  
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PREP at Saint John Bosco  
is provided for children of our Parish who attend public schools. 

Classes are held for students in grade 1 to grade 6.  
It includes preparation for the sacraments of Reconciliation, 

First Eucharist & Confirmation.  Our program uses the  
textbook series 'Alive in Christ' published by Our Sunday  

Visitor. All families registering children in our program must be 
parishioners of Saint John Bosco. All new registrations must be 

accompanied by a copy of the baptismal certificate & any  
additional sacramental records/prior Religious Education  

records if applicable.  
The dates for Summer PREP (2021) are as follows:  

6/21 to 6/25  
OR 6/28 to 7/2.  

This program replaces our Traditional Program. The Students 
attend classes for ONE week. They complete activities through-
out the year to stay connected to our Parish Family! Our mission 
is to partner with parents/guardians to foster an environment in 
which each child can build & develop a relationship with God 
through education, prayer & service.  We are committed to  
excellence in our Religious Education Program by incorporating 
opportunities for our students to experience faith formation 
through scripture, worship, service & community.  We strive to 
not only teach about God & our Catholic faith, but to inspire a 
life-long relationship with God & the church community. If you 
have any questions or would like us to send you a copy of the 
Registration Form, please contact our office (267-803-0774).   

OUR SUMMER RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM IS 
TAUGHT BY VALUABLE CATECHISTS WHO OFFER THEIR 

TIME, FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE TO SERVING OUR  
CHILDREN. OUR PROGRAM THRIVES BECAUSE OF THE  

DEDICATION OF THE INSPIRING TEACHERS ON OUR STAFF.  

We would like to introduce you to Kathleen Welsh 
who will teach Level 2, Week 2 this summer.   

She is married and has 2 children.  She attended St. Joseph's 
University. Kathleen loves to spend time with her family, 

especially at the beach. Coaching and hiking are her favorite 
hobbies! She is looking forward to forming great  

connections and friendships during Summer PREP. Her goal 
is to help her students have an understanding of their  
connection to God and a special understanding of the  

Catholic Church.    

Thank  you Mrs. Welsh for generously giving of your time and 

talent to our Religious Education Program! 

Family Connection:  
 

In family life, we have many opportunities to show 
love in action. Each time we postpone a task to tend 
to the needs of another, we show ourselves to be on 
the path to following the example of love shown to 
us by Jesus. Sometimes the sacrifices we are called 
upon to make for others are small. But these small 
choices to love and to serve others prepare us for 
the larger choices and sacrifices that we may be 
called upon to make. If we are people who have 
practiced showing our love for others with          

generosity, we will also be people who are willing to lay down our 
lives for those we love. 
As you gather as a family, talk about the meaning of the word      
generosity. Ask each family member to describe an action that shows 
generosity. To be generous is to give freely to others without 
counting the cost. Recall that generosity is one of the Fruits of the 
Holy Spirit. Introduce today’s Gospel reading by saying that Jesus 
taught us to be generous in showing our love for one another. Read 
together today’s Gospel. What examples did Jesus give to us that 
show this kind of love? (washing his disciples’ feet; accepting death 
on the cross) Jesus helps us to show this kind of love to others. In 
today’s Gospel, Jesus promised that God will give us whatever we ask 
for. One of the things we can ask for from God is a generous spirit so 
that we can love others as Jesus did. 

On May 13, 1917, Lucia & her 2 cousins, Jacinta & Francisco 
Marto, were herding sheep at a location known as Cova da 
Iria, near their hometown village, Fatima. Lúcia described 
seeing a woman "brighter than the sun, shedding rays of 
light clearer and stronger than a crystal ball filled with the 
most sparkling water and pierced by the burning rays of 
the sun." Amazed, Lucia & her cousins ran back to their 
village & told everyone what they saw. Further appearances 
of the Virgin Mary were reported to be on the 13th day of 
the month in June & July. In these, the Virgin Mary asked 
the children to do acts of penance & Acts of Reparation as 
well as personal sacrifice to save sinners. The children  
subsequently wore tight cords around 
their waists to cause themselves pain, 
performed self-flagellation using  
stinging nettles, abstained from  
drinking water on hot days &  
performed other works of penance. 
According to Lúcia's account, in the 
course of her appearances, the woman 
confided to the children 3 secrets, now 
known as the Three Secrets of Fátima. 
We celebrate the feast of  

Our Lady of Fatima  
on May 13th.  

Welcome to the Catholic Young Parents Corner!  
It’s cold outside and the kids are nuts. They want to be on iPads 
and phones and gaming devices all the time. What’s a parent to 
do? PLAN A FAMILY NIGHT — an evening full of activities that 
everyone can join in. The activities will vary based on the ages 
and interests of your children and on the interests of you, the 
parents. Family night is supposed to be fun for everyone and that 
includes you. COOK SOMETHING - Jesus said he is the Bread of 
Life. If you want to try making a simple bread — one that has 
faith connections, no less — try pretzels.  Their crossed shape is 
said to represent arms folded in prayer.  If you want to make a 
meal, think simple things, like pancakes.  Breakfast for dinner is 
usually easy — even a preschooler can scramble eggs. Eating 
together offers the perfect opportunity for conversation, whether 
about the highs and lows of everyone’s day, or giving everyone a 
chance to tell a story they remember from their life, or even one 
they made up. 

Every day of the year, Catholics honor Mary through prayer. 
We remember the many ways God blessed Mary. We read 
about Mary in Scripture. But during the month of May, Mary 
is specially honored by devotions around the world. In fact,  

May is the month of Mary.  
Join us on Thursday, 5/20 for a reflection celebrating 
Mary. This reflection will be filmed in advance and posted on 
the Bosco Facebook Page. This event counts as an activity for 
Summer PREP and Home Based Students.  By following 
Mary we can see the way to love Jesus more deeply and  
appreciate how much He loves us.  

We are pleased to inform you that Bishop John 
McIntyre will celebrate the SACRAMENT OF 
CONFIRMATION at Saint John Bosco Parish 
on Thursday, October 21, 2021 at 4:00PM. 
Please keep our Confirmation Students in your 
prayers as they prepare to receive the Holy Spirit! 
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